
MINUTES OF THE 121st ANNUAL PARISH MEETING OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT 
ELECTORS OF THE PARISH OF BROUGHTON ASTLEY HELD ON  

THURSDAY 16 APRIL 2015  
 
PRESENT: Councillors J Bateman, G Brown, R Capewell, C Grafton-Reed (Chairman), C 
Golding, Mrs M S Hendy, S Page, R Patrick, Mrs M Stell, M Swinfen and R Tomlin 
 
Clerk: Mrs C M Lord – Parish Manager 
 
Apologies: Councillors’ P Dann, C Evans and S Oliver, 
 
MINUTES: The Parish Manager confirmed that the Minutes of the 120th Annual Parish 
Meeting of the Electors of Broughton Astley held on 10 April 2014 have been recorded in the 
Minute Book.  The Minutes were accepted unanimously and signed by the Chairman as a 
correct record. 

 
MATTERS ARISING: There were no matters arising. 
 
CHAIRMAN OF THE COUNCILS ANNUAL REPORT 
 
The council year 2014 -15 has been one of maintaining stability whilst dealings with new 

beginnings and change.   

Firstly, we complete the year in a strong stable financial position. We have set the parish 

precept which is 1.37% higher than last year, mainly due to a cut in the Council Tax grant 

provided via the District Council.  We do, however, expect to have a small surplus at the end 

of the financial year which will be moved into reserves as a matter of prudence.   

The Parish Council’s External Auditors have once again provided an unqualified audit report, 

demonstrating our competence and offering further re-assurance to the general public of our 

professional and financial competence 

In the year where we remembered one hundred years since the start of the First World War, 

we managed to refurbish the War Memorial and added new paving at the front which will 

allow the veterans and those representing the various organisations a safer place to parade 

to pay their respects.  

We have continued our policy of upgrade and replacement for the younger members of our 

community with new equipment in the children’s playing area.  During the year 4 new pieces 

of equipment were installed at Frolesworth Road recreation ground, including a wheelchair 

accessible roundabout. 

Our grounds maintenance operations have been made more efficient by the purchase of a 

new ‘triple gang’ mower and by the replacement of our ageing equipment including the 

hedge cutter and strimmer. 

Extensive land drainage work has been undertaken at our allotment sites, and the toilet and 

hand washing facilities provided at the site have also been improved via S106 grant funding. 

In terms of beginning, we are finally seeing progress in the Neighbourhood Plan delivery 

despite some real challenges. Many will be aware that the proposed additional development 

on Crowfoot Way for 111 houses was finally rejected in a Judicial Review where the courts 



upheld the Secretary of State’s decision to refuse permission.  A key factor was our “robust 

plan”.  A second decision for 24 houses on Dunton Road was upheld.  The decision quoted 

the fact that this was the reserve site for the plan.  It was encouraging that the Secretary of 

State stated “Though every development proposal must be considered on its own merits, 

ahead of the review of this Plan the Secretary of State at present sees no justification for any 

further housing development at Broughton Astley outside of already allocated sites or in line 

with that Plan’s Policy H3 on windfall sites.” 

Looking forward we have the outline planning permission for the community centre and 

expanded medical centre as part of the Broughton Way development.  Harborough District 

Council as the planning authority and the Parish Council have secured agreement on 

Section 106 contribution from the developers to the value of £2.3 million. However, the 

funding will be released in stages as the housing development progresses. 

We are working with the District Council, Thomas Estley Community College, the medical 

practice, the NHS and other bodies to plan the new facilities in the village so we have a 

sustainable solution which supports all of the various parties’ requirements. We cannot 

provide an exact time scale; estimates are for the leisure centre to be opened in 2 -3 years. 

We will do everything possible to bring this forward as quickly as possible.  

Finally to changes, we say goodbye to our Parish Manager, Christine Lord who takes a well-

earned retirement after seven years. Christine was instrumental in our Neighbourhood Plan 

being the robust quality document it has provided to be. We wish her a long and happy 

retirement 

We have been very fortunate to be able to promote Debbie Barber to the post of Parish 

Manager. Debbie has been with the Parish Council for 6 ½ years having held a number of 

supervisory roles in other businesses. 

We have recruited a new deputy clerk, Alison Wood and promoted our administrative 

assistant which will strengthen our team to deal with the challenges ahead. 

In closing my Annual Report,  I would like to place on record my thanks and appreciation to 
all  Parish Councillors who give so much of their time freely to undertake their duties as 
Parish Councillors during the course of the year. I would particularly like to thank councillors 
Paul Dann, Stuart Page and Chris Evans who after many years of service are stepping 
down.  

 

 

Clive Grafton-Reed 

Chairman – Broughton Astley Parish Council 

 
 

 


