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MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL PARISH MEETING AND  
PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 

HELD ON THURSDAY 16 APRIL 2009  
AT THE VILLAGE HALL, STATION ROAD, BROUGHTON ASTLEY 

 
PRESENT: Councillors C Golding (Chairman) P Dann, (Vice Chairman) R H Capewell, C 
Grafton-Reed, D G Brown, C Evans, Miss J Gamble, Miss N Smith, Mrs M Stell, and P Whiffin, 
and C Porter. 
 
Also present: County Councillor Bill Liquorish and District Councillor Mark Graves 
 
807 APOLOGIES 
 Councillors: A J Rowe & N Bannister 

Apologies were also accepted from Mrs Cynthia Thomas 
 

 Councillor Golding opened the meeting by welcoming Councillor Brown back to the Parish 
Council after his absence due to a serious road traffic accident. 
 

808 DECLARATIONS OF MEMBERS’ INTERESTS 
A declaration of personal interest was declared by Councillor Gamble in relation to Minute 
465 in respect of her residence in Six Acres. 

  
809 MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 12 MARCH 2009 

 
 Councillor Grafton-Reed moved and Councillor Kelman seconded confirmation and 

adoption of the Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 12 March 2009 which were 
approved and accepted unanimously. 

  
810 PROGRESS AGAINST OUTANDING RESOLUTIONS 

 
811 Minute 600.08 Trials Bike Course 

Councillor Golding requested that due to the lack of response received from Leicestershire 
County Council that County Councillor Liquorish expedites the matter personally with the 
Officer concerned. 
 

 CHAIRMANS TIME 
 

812 Bridge update 
The Chairman informed the meeting that a report has now been received from the 
Structural Engineer engaged by the Parish Council to investigate the condition of the 
bridge. 
The summary of the report states that overall stability of the bridge is satisfactory and 
repair and maintenance works can be confined to: 

 Rebuilding the collapsed parapet 

 Removing debris from the bed of the watercourse 

 Upgrading the wearing course surface of the bridge deck 
A further recommendation relates to a trailing wall downstream of the bridge which has 
been displaced, mainly due to the hedge of trees growing by the wall.  The 
recommendation is that these trees should be felled with the permission of the landowner 



 

This document is also available in large print. 147 

to prevent further movement to the wall due to root growth. The Chairman suggested that 
we should write to inform both the resident and the owners of the wall of the 
recommendations. 
The Structural Engineer also advised that the vegetation in the watercourse should be 
trimmed down, but as we know parts of the watercourse are designated as a Wildlife Site 
we will need to take further advice on this. 
Councillor Golding suggested that the best course of action was to pass the matter to 
Executive Committee to make a decision on the immediate repairs required and 
investigate the possibility of forming a Trust or Friends Group to manage the future of the 
bridge. 

  
813 Major Developments and Strategic Housing Land Availability Assessment (SHLAA) 

The Chairman informed the meeting that planning applications relating to the 3 major 
developments are likely to be considered on by the Harborough DC planning committee 
on 19th May.  It is anticipated that site visits are likely to take place, and that several 
members of the public will wish to make their objections heard. 
 
He reminded those present that that HDC have published their SHLAA 2009. The 
Chairman remarked that SHLAA must be taken in context with the development of the 
LDF, which is an ongoing consultation process, subject to eventual public enquiry .Many 
of the potential development sites were identified in the draft document over 2 years ago, 
but there are still some surprises. Taking into account that HDC actually require another 
3727 properties across the whole district by 2026, he considered that the offer of many of 
the pieces of land will be unlikely to be taken up, and in any case would be unsuitable for 
development. 
 
The Chairman then circulated a briefing note produced by HDC on the subject of the 
SHLAA, which provides an informative background.  Included with this briefing note is a 
list of the sites suggested for consideration in Broughton Astley and a copy of a report by 
the Leader of HDC to Executive Committee. The full document can be viewed via HDC 
website and website links have been provided. 
 
He said that John Everitt, Portfolio Holder for the Environment at HDC, has been invited to 
attend the next meeting of the Parish Council and that those Members who have any 
questions should please send them electronically to the Parish Manager by 30th April, who 
will collate them and forward them to Mr Everitt in order to enable him to source answers 
in time for the meeting. 
 

814 20mph zone – Hallbrook Primary School 
The Chairman notified the meeting that the Parish Council had recently received the 
welcome news from Leicestershire County Council that this scheme has been included in 
the 2009/10 Capital Programme. The zone will cover Hallbrook Road and a significant 
stretch of Pickering Road between Crowfoot Way and Glean Close.  The Parish Council 
has been asked to make comments or objections by 28th April. Councillor Golding 
requested that any Members who wished to make a comment of the proposal should do 
so via the Parish Manager. 
 

815 New temporary Police Officer – Chris Vickers 
The Chairman announced that due the long term absence of PC Adam Dewfield, a 
temporary replacement has been appointed. PC Chris Vickers has joined the local policing 
unit until at least the end of June.  Chris is an experienced Officer who has worked in 
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similar locations in Leicestershire and will soon settle in to support the existing team. 
 

816 Parish Council vacancy 
Councillor Golding advised that the vacancy for a Councillor in Astley Ward due to the 
departure of Mikal Willmott is being advertised around the village at present.  An 
advertisement will also be displayed in Broughton Matters. If anyone knows of a suitable 
candidate please encourage them to apply by 18 May 2009. 
 

817 
 
 
 

Annual Council Meeting 
The Chairman issued a reminder that committee preference forms will be issued as usual 
with the Agendas prior to the next Parish Council meeting, and that they will need to be 
returned by Wednesday 27th May in order for the Parish Manager to collate responses and 
prepare voting slips if necessary. 
 

 COUNTY COUNCILLORS’ REPORT 
Councillor Liquorish reported on a number of matters. 

 
818 

 
Major Development applications 
The County Council planning authority has objected to both major applications submitted 
on the grounds that  in the context of national policy guidance (PPS3) there is not an 
overriding need for development in Broughton Astley and that the developments 
constitutes an unwarranted extension of existing built up limits. 
 
In relation to the Sutton Circuits development there has been no objection submitted, but 
conditions relating to the period of occupancy and the sub-letting of units have been 
recommended. 
 

819 Monthly Youth Service report 
The Youth Service have been very busy in the area in recent months, and the need for 2 
new detached worker posts has been identified.  Recruitment for these posts will 
commence soon. 
 

820 M1 junction at Catthorpe 
An improvement scheme has now been chosen which will allow traffic from the M6 and 
the M1 north to run straight on to the A14. This should benefit local drivers and residents. 
  

821 Footpath W44 
Due to the repeated anti-social behaviour and vandalism occurring in the footpath a 
gateing order is being considered. An article will be published in Broughton Matters to 
draw this matter to the attention of the public and obtain their views. 

  
 DISTRICT COUNCILLOR’S REPORTS 
 
822 

 
Councillor Dann 
Councillor Dann reported that he is to present all 4 petitions opposing the major 
development applications to the Harborough District Council Full Council meeting on 27th 
April. 
 

823 Councillor Graves 
Councillor Graves highlighted the publication of the Harborough District Core Spatial 
Strategy, sighting it as one of the most important documents to be published in the LDF 
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process.  Feedback is being sought from public bodies and the public. 
 
Councillor Graves also expressed his support for both the proposed 20mph zone at 
Hallbrook Primary School and the petitions being presented in opposition to the major 
development applications. 

  
824 ANNUAL PARISH MEETING AND PUBLIC FORUM 

 
825 No members of the public were present at the meeting. 

 
The Chairman suspended the normal business of the Council at 8.04 pm. The Parish 
Manager confirmed that the Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on 17 April 2008 
have been recorded in the Minute Book.  The Minutes were accepted unanimously and 
signed by the Chairman. 
 
The Chairman circulated his annual report, which highlighted the many significant 
achievements of the Parish Council over the previous twelve months and the main 
challenges which lie ahead.  He reported that a copy of the report will be posted on the 
Parish Council’s website and published in the May-June issue of Broughton Matters, the 
Parish Council’s bimonthly magazine. The report will also be included in the new Annual 
Report to be published as a requirement for Quality Status. 
 
The Annual Parish Meeting closed at 8.09pm 

  
 SCRUTINY COMMITTEE 

 
826 Councillor Porter moved and Councillor Smith seconded confirmation and adoption of the 

Minutes of the Scrutiny Committee of 23 March 2009. 
 

 Minute 92.09 – Mini audit of financial transactions 
827 RESOLVED: That the mini audit report be accepted and that the next mini-audit 

should be made in May 2009. 
 

828 In relation to Minute 92.09 Councillor Dann recognised the value of the efforts made by 
Councillors Brown and Kelman who were involved in the financial auditing process and 
thanked then for taking part. 

  
829 Minute 93.09 Review of internal controls 

RESOLVED: That the Parish Councils Internal Controls be accepted following the 
Committee being given the breakdown and confirmation on who is responsible for 
the selection and review of staff and contractors. 
 

 Minute 94.09 Review of Parish Councils Risk Register 
830 RESOLVED: That the following matters be clarified at next Scrutiny meeting to be 

held on 5th May 2009. 
1. Confirmation of how the Estimated Value figure is arrived at. 
2. Confirmation that all insurance policies held by the Parish Council adequately 

cover their requirements. 
3. Clarification over the insurance status of the Cricket Pavilion and copies of 

insurance certificate obtained if required. 
4. Include the Youth Shelter as a stand alone item on the risk register. 
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5. Confirmation on what section the skateboard park comes under on the risk 
register. 

 
 EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

 
831 Councillor Dann moved and Councillor Grafton-Reed seconded confirmation and adoption 

of the Minutes of the Executive Committee of 2 April 2009. 
  
 Minute 26.09 Financial Statements 
832 RESOLVED: 

1. That £40,000 should be transferred from general reserves to the Council’s high-
interest account until the Local Development Framework is approved in 2010, 
for the future provision of recreational, community or leisure facilities. 

2. That two amounts listed in reserves: External Power Supply (£1,000) and Green 
Noise Screens (£1,500) should be transferred into general reserves as the 
projects were no longer necessary.  

 
 Minute 28.09 – Local Government Pension Scheme 
833 RESOLVED: That the Parish Council should not adopt LGPS Regulation 13 - Power 

to award additional pension. 
  
 Minute 30.09 – Local Government Pay Award 
834 RESOLVED: 

That Executive Committee continue to monitor the staff salary budget for 2009/10, 
in order to identify whether savings need to be made to accommodate a pay award 
of more than 2.5%. 
 

 Minute 32.09 – Community Events Group 
835 RESOLVED:  

That Councillor-Grafton Reed presents a report on the progress made to 
amalgamate the various community groups to Executive Committee in June, in 
order that the Parish Council might consider if any additional resources may be 
required to support the new Community Action Team. 
 

 Minute 33.09 – Section 106 application – Old Mill Primary School 
836 RESOLVED: 

That the Parish Council supports the Section 106 grant funding application of 
£2,500 submitted by Old Mill Primary School in respect of  a play train within the 
grounds of the School. 
 

 SCHEDULE OF PAYMENTS 
 

837 The Parish Manager presented the schedule of payments made since the 12 March 2009 
meeting of the Parish Council, which were received and accepted. 
 

 REPORTS FROM OUTSIDE BODIES 
 

838 Community Safety Group 
 Councillor Smith reported that since the BASG had been dissolved she had met with 

Helen Nicholls the BAIT Partnership Development Officer in order to establish a Safety 
Community Action Team. She explained that she was now going to recruit new members 
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and will update the Parish Council on progress at the next meeting. 
  
839 Community Events Group 

Councillor Grafton-Reed reported that the organisation of the Carnival was all in hand. 
There is a good take-up of stall and that the theme this year will be ‘French Connection’. 

  
 PLANNING AND LICENSING APPLICATIONS 

 
840 Members received and accepted the Minutes of the Planning and Licensing Committee 

meetings held on 9 and 23 March 2009 and 6 April 2009. Members noted that no planning 
applications had been determined since the 12 March 2009 meeting of the Parish Council.  
 

841 In respect to Minute108.09 Councillor Gamble pointed out that the name of the applicant 
recorded was incorrect. 
 
Noted.  The minute 108.09 of the meeting on 6 April 2009 should be amended to 
ensure that the name of the applicant is correct. 

  
842 In relation to the observations recorded for a number of the planning applications, 

Councillor Golding reminded the members of the Planning & Licensing Committee that 
these should be kept to planning related matters and that personal concerns should not be 
recorded. 

843  
MEMBERS’ MOTIONS FOR NEXT PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 
 
No motions were received.   
 

 The meeting closed at 8.18 pm 
 

  
Minutes approved and accepted as correct 

 
 

........................................................... 
 

Chairman 
 

Dated .................................. 

 


