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MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING  

HELD ON THURSDAY 15 OCTOBER 2015  
AT THE VILLAGE HALL, STATION ROAD, BROUGHTON ASTLEY 

 
PRESENT: Councillors J Bateman, G Brown, R Capewell, R Gahan, C Grafton-Reed, 
                   M Graves, Mrs S Hendy, D Howe, R Patrick, C Porter, A Rowe and R Tomlin 
 
APOLOGIES: Councillors R Capewell, C Golding, Mrs M Stell and M Swinfen 

 
CLERK: Mrs D Barber – Parish Manager 
 
ALSO PRESENT: County Councillor W Liquorish and Mr John Marlow, resident of Broughton Astley 
 

 
  
1143 1. APOLOGIES 
 Apologies were received and accepted from Councillors R Capewell, C Golding, Mrs M Stell 

and M Swinfen 
 

1144 2. DECLARATIONS OF MEMBERS’ INTERESTS AND REQUESTS FOR DISPENSATIONS  
 Councillor Rowe declared a non-pecuniary interest in item 11 of the agenda, as a tenant of 

Broughton Astley Allotments and Councillors Brown, Grafton-Reed and Rowe declared a 
non-pecuniary interest in item 14 of the agenda as member of Broughton Alive. 
  

1145 3. MINUTES OF THE PARISH  COUNCIL MEETING – 17 and 24 SEPTEMBER 2015 
 The Members confirmed that the Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 17 and 24 

September 2015 to be a true record with the exception of Councillor S Hendy’s name being 
omitted from the attendance records on 24 September 2015. A show of hands in favour of 
accepting the minutes was recorded.  
 

1146 4. PROGRESS AGAINST OUTANDING RESOLUTIONS 
 A report of progress in completing Parish Council resolutions was presented by the Parish 

Manager.  No comments or issues were raised and the report was accepted unanimously by 
a show of hands. 
 

1147 5. CHAIRMANS TIME 
  

AWARDS NIGHT 

The Deputy Clerk and Administrative Assistant, Alison and Nicola, represented the Parish 
Council at the Rural Community Council Village Achievement Award on 17 September 2015.  
We were presented with a certificate of recognition under the Communications category for 
Broughton Matters. 
NOTED: That thanks are given to the staff in the Parish Office for the production of 
Broughton Matters 
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STAFF VACANCY 

The vacancy for a new Premises Officer was not filled during the recent recruitment process.  
A further advertisement has been placed in the Swift Flash and on the Parish Council’s 
website.  The closing date for which is Friday 28 October 2015 to allow time for the 
forthcoming school holidays. 
 

 PRECEPT PROJECTS 

The annual process of budget setting will shortly be upon us and with that in mind could 
Members please contact the Parish Office if they have thoughts of Capital spend projects that 
they would like considering for 2016/17. 

 
 SLIPPER EXCHANGE 

The Parish Office has been approached by Harborough District Council to host another 
Slipper Exchange on Tuesday 10 November 2015.  The event will run from 12.30pm – 
2.30pm and we are seeking volunteers to assist on the day.  There are a number of ways you 
can become involved from fitting the slippers (full training is given), serving refreshments, or 
engage with the residents as a Parish Councillor. 
Please let the Parish Manager know if you are able to attend with worthwhile event in any 
capacity. 
 

 MATTHEW BRADFORD 

Just to inform Members that we have had news that Matthew Bradford, Service Manager; 
Contracted Services is to leave Harborough District Council shortly.  There is no information 
at present as to whom his replacement will be, if any. 

 MEMBERS APOLOGIES 

A reminder to all Members to inform the Parish Office if you are unable to attend a scheduled 
meeting.  This will prevent the unnecessary attendance of both staff and councillors if the 
meeting is not quorate. 

 

1148 6. PUBLIC FORUM 
 The Chairman suspended the normal business of the Council at 7.44pm.  

 
Mr John Marlow was invited to address the Parish Council Members; 
 
He informed the Members that he had studied the documents for the Harborough District 
Council Local Plan consultation and wanted to raise a couple of observation with the Parish 
Council.  He felt, in his opinion that Item 5 in the introduction was worth watching in relation to 
Broughton Astley’s Neighbourhood Plan and that it may have to be reviewed to provide 
conformity.  
  
5. Under neighbourhood planning legislation, neighbourhood plans have to be in conformity 
with the adopted Core Strategy, and do not have to take account of emerging policy. The new 
Local Plan will supersede the Core Strategy and, as such, it is likely that the existing 
neighbourhood plans may have to be reviewed to ensure compliance with strategic policies. 
This may include increasing housing growth above that planned for in the neighbourhood 
plan; however some neighbourhood plans have included 'reserve housing sites' in order to 
accommodate any additional growth and are therefore likely to be in a more resilient position. 
 
Mr Marlow also commented that in his view Harborough District Council had a very low key 
approach in reaching the wider audience on their consultations. He felt that they were not 
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widely enough advertised and therefore would not generate a fair representation from the 
district.  He acknowledged that there was very little the Parish Council could do on this, but 
wished his concerns to be noted. 
 
Mr Marlow asked the Parish Council if there were any plans to revive the existing village 
centre as part of the Neighbourhood Plan and did they find apathy from the public regarding 
consultations? 
 
The Chairman thanked Mr Marlow for his comments and reiterated that Broughton Astley’s 
Neighbourhood Plan purposely built in additional housing numbers to be more resilient and 
undertakes annual reviews on the contents of the Plan.  Councillor Grafton-Reed commented 
that as there were three District Councillors present at this meeting maybe they could 
feedback to comments to Harborough regarding the apparent low key approach to 
consultations.  
The Neighbourhood Plan does contain policies on making improvements to the existing 
village centre, but as previously stated the Parish Council find difficulty in getting the shop 
keepers engaged. 
 
Councillor Tomlin stated that he has spoken to Stephen Pointer, Strategic Planning and 
Housing Manager at Harborough District Council who confirms that there are no additional 
houses planned for Broughton Astley contained within the Local Plan. 
Councillor Graves commented that he has been informed that those councils in the process 
of developing a Neighbourhood Plan appear to be looking at providing the minimum number 
of houses required only and the statement made in Item 5 of the introduction of the Local 
Plan would be more relevant to them. 
 
The Parish Council meeting resumed at 7.52pm 
 

1149 7. REPORTS FROM REPRENTATIVES FROM OUTSIDE BODIES 
 Councillor Porter informed the Members that he had recently attended a Section 106 training 

course with Councillor Mrs Stell and the Deputy Clerk.  He explained that S106 was primarily 
to reduce any negative impact a development may have.  He explained that they were 
informed to keep an eye on the time limits imposed on any S106 agreement and that 
Broughton Astley was mentioned a number of times during the training in relation to its 
Neighbourhood Plan and the provision of S106 funding secured. 

 
1150 8. DISTRICT AND COUNTY COUNCILLORS REPORTS 
  

County Councillors Report 

Councillor Liquorish 

 New negotiations are in process with Davidsons and the County Council to provide a 
Zebra crossing on Station Road, but further up from the Post Office than previously 
planned. 

 The Parish Council noticeboard may have to be moved as a result, but the Parish 
Manager will be kept informed. 

 Davidsons will fund most of the crossing and Leicestershire County Council will do the 
consultations. 

 Hatching work is planned on the junction of Six Acres and Frolesworth Road to draw 
pedestrians’ attention to be more alert when crossing. 
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District Councillors Report 

Councillor Liquorish 
 

 At the recent meeting of the Executive Committee the issue was raised regarding the 
level of support Harborough District Council would provide to Broughton Astley during 
the development of the Community Leisure Facility.  The verbal response was one of 
‘passive support’ only and no active support will be provided.   

 
Mark Graves 
 

 Update on the Crowfoot Way appeal – there is little news but that an external legal 
council is in consultation with the developers’ legal team, but the matter is very 
complicated and I have asked to be kept updated. 
 

 Issues have been raised over the state of the ‘Sandy Park’ on Devitt Way and there 
appears to be positive outcomes to talks. 

 

 Anti-climb paint has recently been applied to the fencing along Streamside which has 
suffered a number of breakages recently. 

   
Richard Tomlin 
 

 Reminded Members of the Local Plan Consultation and the Combined Authority 
Consultation. 
 

 Has been reporting overgrown hedgerows on pathways and verges along with fallen 
leaves directly by email to Leicestershire County Council and would encourage other 
Members to do the same. 

 

 Is a governor at a school in Broughton Astley who are members of f40 – The 
Campaign for Fairer Funding in Education who have written a letter to David Cameron 
requesting better funding at their schools.  A meeting with Nicky Morgan MP is to be 
arranged to discuss this further.  

 
Councillor Graves commented to Councillor Liquorish that in his opinion line marking 
on the junction of Frolesworth Road and Six Acres is not sufficient due to the speed 
traffic goes.  He feels that chicanes or similar should be considered to reduce the 
speed traffic travels at along the Frolesworth Road. 
 
Councillor Brown requested an update on the condition of the footway along 
Frolesworth Road.  Councillor Liquorish informed the Members that a meeting with a 
Highways officer is scheduled to discuss further. 
 
Councillor Porter asked Councillor Liquorish for an update on the proposal of 
providing double yellow lines on Main Street.  Councillor Liquorish stated that due to 
the actions of a Parish Councillor this plan had now been abandoned.  The Chairman 
and other Members of the Parish Council were surprised to hear this and have asked 
for the situation to be investigated. 
 
Councillor Rowe asked whether the mobile speed sign could be placed on the 
Frolesworth Road in the interim.  The Parish Manager has been requested to look into 
the placing of the speed sign on the Frolesworth Road. 
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1151 9. SCHEDULE OF PAYMENTS FOR THE PERIOD TO THE END OF SEPTEMBER  2015 
 The Parish Manager presented the schedule of payments made for the period until 30 

September 2015.  Councillor Grafton-Reed proposed and Councillor Porter seconded that the 
schedule of payments are received and accepted.  A show of hands carried the proposal 
unanimously. 
  

1152 10. FINANCIAL STATEMENTS FOR THE PERIOD TO THE END OF SEPTEMBER 2015 
 The Parish Manager presented the financial statements for the period ending 30 September 

2015, providing Members with an update on outstanding payments, which was noted by 
Members. 
 

 11. MINUTES OF THE ADMINISTRATION AND FINANCE  COMMITTEE – 24 SEPTEMBER 
2015  

 
 
 
 
 
 
1153 
 
 
 
 
1154 
 
 
 
 
1155 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Members received the minutes of the Administration and Finance Committee meeting held on 
24 September 2015. With the exception of Minute 18.15 – Terms and Conditions for the 
Western Willow and Sutton Site Allotment Councillor Grafton-Reed proposed the acceptance 
of the minutes and the recommendation contained within; a show of hands carried this 
unanimously. 
 
Minute 16.15 – Financial Delegation to the Parish Manager 
RESOLVED: That the personal financial delegation of £600 and emergency delegation 
of £2,500 to the Parish Manager (and Deputy Clerk in her absence) at the present level 
until the next review in June 2016. 
 
Minute 17.15 – Financial Report for the first quarter 2015/16  
RESOLVED: That the Financial Report for the first quarter 2015/16 is accepted and that 
future reports include the expenditure code on the summary page, any annotations or 
notes relating to the budgets and that each quarter is shown for comparison. 
 
Minute 19.15 – Replacement fire doors in Broughton Hall and windows in the Parish Office 
RESOLVED: That the quotation from Sign Windows and Conservatories be accepted 
with the understanding that the quotation includes the fixtures and fittings and 
removal of all waste from site.  A new quotation detailing this is required. 
 
A lengthy debate was held in reference to the recommendation made at Minute 18.15 of the 
Administration and Finance Committee, further to which comments submitted by Councillor 
Golding were considered. 
 
Minute 18.15 – Terms and Conditions for Western Willows and Sutton Site Allotments 
RESOLVED: That the Terms and Conditions for the Western Willow and Sutton Site 
Allotments be amended to: 

 5 (t) Tenants shall close the gates when leaving the site 

 5 (q) to be removed from the Terms and Conditions 
 
Councillor Grafton-Reed informed the Members that due process of providing twelve months’ 
notice and that to undertake a consultation with allotment tenants had not taken place in any 
of the changes made to the Terms and Conditions since 2009 and asked the Parish Council 
to consider reverting back to those original Terms and Conditions to allow for such a 
consultation to take place and the statutory twelve months’ notice to be given.  Councillor 
Bateman stated that if the procedure followed was incorrect then only right thing to do would 
be to revert back to the original 2009 Terms and Conditions and to consult with every 
allotment tenant on the proposed changes; Councillor Graves, Oliver and Grafton-Reed all 
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1156 
 

concurred with this comment.   
Councillor Bateman proposed an amended recommendation that the Parish Council write to 
all allotment tenants informing them that there is a consideration for an amendment to the 
Terms and Conditions and asks that they provide comments to the Parish Office to form part 
of a consultation process.  Councillor Mrs S Hendy seconded this amendment and a show of 
hands passed this unanimously. 
 
RESOLVED: That the Parish Council writes to all allotment tenants informing them that 
there is a consideration for an amendment to the Terms and Conditions and asks that 
they provide comments to the Parish Office to form part of a consultation process. 
The proposed amendment to the Terms and Conditions are: 

  5 (t) Tenants shall close the gates when leaving the site 

 5 (q) to be removed from the Terms and Conditions 
 
 

 
 12. MINUTES OF THE NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN MONITORING AND DELIVERY GROUP  – 

1 OCTOBER 2015 
 
 
 
 

Members received the minutes of the Neighbourhood Plan Monitoring and Delivery Group 
held on 1 October 2015 and accepted them as a true record with the exception of an 
amendment from Syston Dynamos to Saffron Dynamos. 

 
1157 Minute 15.40 – Procurement Process 

RESOLVED: That the Parish Manager should contact David Stock of Leicestershire 
and Rutland Sport to advice the Parish Council on the approximate costs required to 
employ a specialist procurement contractor in relation to the development of the 
Community Leisure Facility.  This will provide the Parish Council with the necessary 
financial information required to include a budget in the forthcoming Precept 
preparations. 
 

 13. MINUTES OF THE PLANNING AND LICENSING COMMITTEE 
 Members received the minutes of the Planning and Licensing Committees held on 14 and 28 

September 2015; noting the planning decisions made since the Parish Council meeting on 17 
September 2015. 
 
The Chairman thanked the Members of the Committee for their continuing hard work on the 
deliberation of planning applications and in particular to Councillor Mrs M Stell for her work on 
the Local Plan consultation. 
 
 
Mr John Marlow left the meeting at 8.50pm 
 

 14. GRANT FUNDING APPLICATION FROM BROUGHTON ALIVE 
 Members considered the application received from Broughton Alive in respect of grant 

funding towards the annual Christmas Fayre. 
Background information was provided by Councillor Grafton-Reed on the involvement of 
Broughton Alive with the community projects in the village and the reasoning for the 
application for grant funding.  Councillor Bateman proposed and Councillor Patrick seconded 
that the application from Broughton Alive for a grant towards the annual Christmas Fayre of 
£1750 is awarded.  A show of hands passed this unanimously. 

1158 RESOLVED: 
That the application from Broughton Alive for £1,750 grant funding towards the annual 
Christmas Fayre be awarded. 
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 15. INSTALLATION OF AIR CONDITIONING UNIT IN THE COTTAGE  
 A report prepared by the Parish Manager was considered by Members to install an air 

conditioning unit in the Cottage as part of a refurbishment programme. 
 
Members regarded the quotation to have gas installed to the Cottage to provide gas central 
heating an extortionate amount for the income produced from renting the premises.  
Therefore, the alternative suggestion to install an air conditioning unit which provides heat 
and cool air on demand a more cost effective solution.  Councillor Grafton-Reed proposed 
and Councillor Rowe seconded the proposal to install a Hitachi air conditioning unit in the 
Cottage at a cost of £1,318.00 as part of a refurbishment programme. 
 

1159 RESOLVED: 
That a Hitachi air conditioning unit is installed in the Cottage at a cost of £1,318.00 as 
part of a refurbishment programme. 

 
 16. HARBOROUGH DISTRICT COUNCILS – LOCAL PLAN CONSULTATION 
 Following an email sent to all Members’ by the Deputy Clerk requesting that the information 

on the Local Plan consultation is read in preparation prior to the Parish Council meeting a 
discussion was held to what the Parish Councils response would be in relation to the 
consultation.  It was felt that as Broughton Astley has an adopted Neighbourhood Plan which 
included the provision to accommodate an additional growth for housing that they feel there 
is no requirement to comment on the contents of the Local Plan. 

 
1160 

 
RESOLVED:  
That the Parish Council submits the following to Harborough District Council in 
respect of their Local Plan consultation. 
That the Parish Council feels there is no need to comment on the contents of the 
Local Plan due to there being an adopted Neighbourhood Plan in place which includes 
the provision to accommodate additional growth for housing.  

  
 17. LEICESTER AND LEICESTERSHIRE – COMBINED AUTHORITY PROPOSAL 

Councillor Graves offered the Members some background information as to why this 
proposal has come about.  He explained that it is driven by central Government who want to 
give the responsibility of funding to one organisation; for example a combined authority.  This 
would be a combined committee with no extra budget and will have a limited remit. 
The Members considered the Combined Authority proposal and raised concerns over the 
inclusion of the City Council as part of the body.  The Parish Council felt that they could not 
see any tangible benefits from a combined authority and feel that they could not support this 
proposal. Councillor Grafton-Reed proposed and Councillor Porter seconded that the Parish 
Council’s response to this proposal be as follows; 
The Parish Council fails to see any benefits to the introduction of a combined authority and 
therefore cannot support this proposal.  This was carried unanimously by a show of hands. 

1161 RESOLVED: 
That the Parish Council submits the following response in relation to the Leicester 
and Leicestershire Combined Authority Proposal: 
The Parish Council fails to see any benefits to the introduction of a combined 
authority and therefore cannot support this proposal. 

  
 18. SUSTAINABLE DRAINAGE SYTEMS 

A request has been received from Jelson Ltd for the Parish Council to consider the adoption 
of the sustainable drainage systems on the new development off Broughton Way.  After a 
discussion the Parish Council felt that it would be unable to undertake any additional grounds 
maintenance work with its current staffing level and that no provision has been made for the 
additional costs involved and will therefore have to decline the request. 
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Councillor Bateman proposed and Councillor Mrs S Hendy seconded that the Parish Council 
is to decline the request from Jelson Ltd to adopt the sustainable drainage systems on the 
new development off Broughton Way. 

1162 RESOLVED: That the Parish Council declines the request from Jelson Ltd to adopt the 
sustainable drainage systems on the new development off Broughton Way. 

  
 19. PROGRESS REPORT AGAINST [PC.1113] – PROVISION OF TABLET DEVICES TO 

COUNCILLORS 
 The report prepared by the Parish Manager was presented to the Members for consideration. 

The Members agreed that a copy of the Agreement be distributed to each Councillor and that 
a dedicated email address will be supplied to the Parish Office.  Once both of these have 
been received, a tablet device will be given to the participating Member and once set up a 
test email will be sent.  Following confirmation of its receipt, all further correspondence to that 
Councillor will be issued electronically and the distribution of paper documentation will cease. 
The Members agreed to accept the amendments to the Broughton Astley Parish Council’s 
Standing Orders to include the distribution of correspondence electronically.  A show of 
hands passed the following unanimously; 

 That each participating Member will complete an agreement accepting the Terms and 
Conditions as stated in the Electronic Communications Policy 2015 and provide the 
Parish Office with a dedicated email address for the receipt and issuing of Parish Council 
information. 

 That once all the tablet devices are set up, a test email will be sent and following 
confirmation received of its receipt, all further correspondence will issued electronically 
and the distribution of paper documentation will cease 

 Accept the amendment to the Broughton Astley Parish Council’s Standing Orders. 
 
 

1163 RESOLVED:  
1. That each participating Member will complete an agreement accepting the Terms 

and Conditions as stated in the Electronic Communications Policy 2015 and 
provide the Parish Office with a dedicated email address for the receipt and 
issuing of Parish Council information. 

2. That once all the tablet devices are set up, a test email will be sent and following 
confirmation received of its receipt, all further correspondence will issued 
electronically and the distribution of paper documentation will cease 

3. Accept the amendment to the Broughton Astley Parish Council’s Standing Orders. 
 

1164 20. MEMBERS’ MOTIONS FOR NEXT PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 
 None received. 
  

The meeting closed at 9.20pm 
 

 Minutes approved and accepted as correct 
  

 
...........................................................      Chairman 
 
Dated ........................................ 
 
 

 


