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MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING  

HELD ON THURSDAY 15 JANUARY 2015 AT THE VILLAGE HALL, STATION ROAD, 
BROUGHTON ASTLEY 

 
PRESENT: Councillors J Bateman, R Capewell, P Dann, C Golding, C Grafton-Reed, S Oliver, S Page, 
R Patrick, C Porter and Mrs M Stell. 

 
Clerk: Mrs C M Lord – Parish Manager 
 
Also present; Debbie Barber (Deputy Clerk) 

 
989 1. APOLOGIES 
 Apologies were received and accepted from Councillors’ G Brown, C Evans, M Graves, Mrs M S 

Hendy, M Swinfen and R Tomlin also from County Councillor Bill Liquorish. 
 

990 2. DECLARATIONS OF MEMBERS’ INTERESTS AND REQUESTS FOR DISPENSATIONS 
None received. 

  
991 3. MINUTES OF THE PARISH  COUNCIL MEETING  - 18 DECEMBER 2014 
 Councillor Capewell moved and Councillor Stell seconded confirmation of the Minutes of the 

Parish Council meeting held on 18 December 2014 which were approved and adopted 
unanimously. 
 

992 4. PROGRESS AGAINST OUTANDING RESOLUTIONS 
 A report of progress in completing Parish Council resolutions was presented by the Parish 

Manager.   
639:  Councillor Golding requested that a progress report on all the electronic payment options 
available to the Parish Council in accordance with Financial Regulations at the present time 
should be produced.  
 
With this exception the report on progress was accepted. 
.  

 NOTED: That a progress report on all the electronic payment options available to the 
Parish Council in accordance with Financial Regulations at the present time should be 
produced.  
 

993 5. CHAIRMANS TIME 
Annual Parish Liaison Meeting 

The Chairman issued a reminder to all who have expressed their intention to attend this event, 
that it takes place at Leicester Grammar School Great Glen on Wednesday 28 January. An 
exhibition has been organised to support the event from 6pm and the event itself begins at 
6.30pm. The Parish Manager and Deputy Clerk will be attending. 

Members attendance at meetings 

The Chairman informed the meeting that during the past year the level of attendance at meetings 
has fallen considerably, with November’s meeting being the lowest attendance for 5 years with 
only 7 members present. In order to retain our Quality Local Council status in 2015 the Parish 
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Council should achieve an average 87.5% attendance (14 Members).   This year we are well 
below this target at an average 69.5% (11.3 Members). 

The Chairman requested therefore that all Members to try to attend as many meetings as 
possible.  He reiterated that whilst he appreciated that councillors are all busy people with other 
commitments, the residents are not served well by absent Parish Councillors. He confirmed that 
he would be writing to or speaking directly to the greatest absentees personally. 

2015 Elections 

The Chairman explained that a leaflet providing more information for candidates has been 
circulated to all Members.  The leaflet highlights the opportunity to return completed nomination 
forms to Lutterworth Town Council offices on 31 March which has been provided to save 
candidates the journey over to Market Harborough. 

In order to encourage more candidates to stand at the local elections and to encourage people to 
vote, an article has been prepared for Broughton Matters. Members were reminded that prior to 
the last local elections the Parish Council promoted local democracy in Broughton Matters, on 
noticeboards and an open day event.  

An issue of concern at present is that the number of residents registered on the electoral role in 
Broughton Astley has reduced by around 4.5%, in line with the national trend.  It is likely that 
some people have not bothered to register, the Chairman urged Members to support the national 
drive to encourage people to register. 

He reminded the meeting that it is important that Councillors are elected rather than co-opted to 
serve on the Parish Council, so requested that your ideas for promoting the forth coming 
elections should be provided to the Parish Manager as soon as possible.   

He requested that if any Member does decide that they are not going to stand for re-election in 
May 2015 they should please inform the Chairman or the Parish Manager to enable ‘talent 
spotting’ to be more targeted for the Ward concerned. 

Planning applications 

The Chairman informed the meeting that the revised application for permission to build 50 
dwellings off Crowfoot Way had been refused by HDC, based on the non-compliance with the 
Neighbourhood Plan.  However, the original permission still stands. A decision on the judicial 
review relating to the 111 dwellings on the neighbouring site is still awaited. 
The applications relating to ‘backland’ development on Dunton Road and Station Road have both 
been granted permission; due to a precedent being set by previous applications. 
The Chairman thanked all Members who had attended the HDC Planning Committee meetings 
on behalf of the Parish Council and local residents. 
 

994 6. PUBLIC FORUM 
 No members of the public were present at the meeting. 

 
995 7. COUNTY AND DISTRICT COUNCILLORS REPORTS 
 Councillor Liquorish 
 The Chairman read out a written report submitted by County Councillor Liquorish in his absence. 

 
The County Council has decided that there is to be no crossing installed on Station Road, but a 
compromise has been suggested which the Highways engineers consider will provide a clearer 
view for pedestrians crossing to the Post Office.  The suggestion is that double yellow lines 
(amounting to approx. 2 car spaces) should be installed outside the Post Office.  The Postmaster 
is not in favour of the proposal, and Councillor Liquorish is still considering whether to give his 
support to the suggestion. 
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 Councillor Dann 

 Discussions have been held between all the District Ward Members is relation to the best 
option for the improvements to the village centre car park. Option 2 is considered the most 
viable as it allows 13 more spaces, more access for disabled/ family spaces and a facility for 
the Co-op lorries to turn. 
Work will therefore commence in March/April. A copy of the proposed plan will be requested 
for circulation to the Parish Council. 

 There are still concerns over the debris and flooding issues caused by the large Willow Tree 
next to Teapots Nursery. He is awaiting a response from the County Council as to the 
measures to be taken to resolve the issues. 

  
 Councillor Golding 
  Nothing specific to report. 

 
 Questions to District Councillors 

Councillor Oliver asked why the bus stops along Station Road were not being relocated to 
reduce to possibility of young people being knocked down whilst crossing the road in order to 
use the Post Office.  As District Ward Member, in response Councillor Golding confirmed that the 
costs of doing so were prohibitive but suggested that any concerns should be raised with 
Councillor Liquorish. 
 

996 8. REPORTS FROM REPRESENTATIVES ON OUTSIDE BODIES 
 None were presented. 
  
997 9. SCHEDULE OF PAYMENTS FOR THE PERIOD TO THE END OF DECEMBER 2014 

 The Parish Manager presented the schedule of payments made for the period 1 to 31 December 
2014. Councillor Golding requested a breakdown of the costs relating to the invoice for the 
Christmas Lights installation, which the Parish Manager confirmed would be presented. 
With this exception, the schedule of payments were received and accepted unanimously. 
 

 NOTED: That the Parish Manager to provide all Members with a breakdown of the costs 
relating to the invoice for the Christmas Lights installation. 
 

998 10. FINANCIAL STATEMENTS FOR THE PERIOD TO THE  END OF DECEMBER 2014 
 The Parish Manager presented the financial statements for the period 1 to 31 December 2014.  

Members observed that income and expenditure for the time of the year was generally in line 
with budgets, although income for casual hirers of the Village Hall was a little down on previous 
years; and that there were no unexplained debtors or creditors. 

  
999 11. MINUTES OF THE PLANNING AND LICENSING COMMITTEE 
 Members received the minutes of the Planning and Licensing Committees held on 22 December, 

and noted the schedule of planning decisions made since the Parish Council meeting on 18 
December 2014. 
The Chairman thanked the Members of the Committee for their continuing hard work on the 
deliberation of planning applications. 

  
The Chairman requested Mrs Barber to leave the meeting whilst discussion on the next item was 
being held. 
 

 12. RECRUITMENT OF NEW PARISH MANAGER 
 The Chairman reiterated the contents of his Memorandum which had been issued to all 

Members concerning the recommendations to recruit a candidate for the post of Parish Manager.  
Opening the debate Councillor Golding expressed concern that advertising for a CiLCA qualified 
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candidates as essential element could have limited the amount of candidates who had applied. 
The Chairman reiterated that in order to retain the General Power of Competence the Parish 
Council and its Quality Status the Parish Council must have a qualified Clerk. 
Councillor Golding questioned the benefits of holding Quality Status, and requested that a report 
should be provided. 
In response the Parish Manager reminded the meeting that the Parish Council had been 
awarded Quality Council Foundation Status under the new scheme for a period of 12 months 
commencing in January 2015, and that at its meeting in October 2014 the Parish Council had, 
following the presentation of a report and a booklet providing details of the new Quality Status 
scheme, had resolved that the it should consider whether to seek a higher status award once the 
new council is in place in May 2015. 
Councillor Golding stressed that his concerns about the value of Quality Status did not affect his 
support for the appointment of Mrs Barber as Parish Manager. 
Councillor Bateman proposed that the recommendations should be accepted without 
amendment, and Councillor Porter seconded the proposal. Support for both the proposals was 
unanimous. 

  
1000 RESOLVED: That Deborah Barber of 30 New Inn Close Broughton Astley should be 

appointed as Parish Manager and Clerk to the Council with effect from 23 February 2015, 
at a starting salary of £31,846 - spinal column point (SCP) 37 on the national pay scales; 
with an incremental increase to £32,778 (SCP) 38 on 1 September 2015. Progression to 
SCP 41 to made on an annual basis (1 April) thereafter.  

1001 RESOLVED: That the post of Deputy Clerk and Responsible Finance Officer is advertised 
both internally and externally with a view to appointing to the vacancy from 1 March 2015 
at a starting salary of £18,376- spinal column point (SCP) 19 on the national pay scales, 
with a bar of £19,742 (SCP) 21 - until CiLCA qualified. 

 Mrs Barber was invited to re-join the meeting and was congratulated by the Chairman on her 
appointment as the new Parish Manager and Clerk to the Council.  

  
1002 13. MEMBERS’ MOTIONS FOR NEXT PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 

None received. 
  
 The meeting closed at  8.15pm 

 
 Minutes approved and accepted as correct 

 
 
...........................................................      Chairman 
 
Dated ........................................ 

 


