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MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING  

HELD ON THURSDAY 15 AUGUST 2013  
AT THE VILLAGE HALL, STATION ROAD, BROUGHTON ASTLEY 

 
PRESENT: Councillors J Bateman, G Brown, R Capewell, P Dann, C Evans, C Golding, C Grafton-Reed 
(Chairman), R Patrick, C Porter, Mrs M Stell, and M Swinfen  
 
Also in attendance: Mrs M S Hendy, Mr D Howe and Mr J Marlow residents of Broughton Astley. 

 
Clerk: Mrs C M Lord – Parish Manager 

 
594 1. APOLOGIES 
 Apologies were received and accepted from M Graves, S Oliver and R Tomlin and County 

Councillor Bill Liquorish. 
 

  
595 2. DECLARATIONS OF MEMBERS’ INTERESTS AND REQUESTS FOR DISPENSATIONS 

Councillor Brown reminded the meeting of his non-pecuniary interest in item 15 of the Agenda, in 
respect of his membership of the Broughton Astley Community Bus Group. 
 

 3. PARISH COUNCILLOR VACANCY – CO-OPTION 
 The Chairman welcomed both suitably qualified candidates for the vacant seat in Broughton Ward 

and thanked them for putting themselves forward for election.  He provided them with the 
opportunity to address the meeting, and Daniel Howe did so; relating information on his personal 
background circumstances, employment experience and reasons for seeking co-option of the 
Parish Council. The Chairman explained that a voting process would take place and that the 
candidate elected must receive an overall majority of the votes.  
As a result of the vote was that Mrs Hendy received 7 votes and Mr Howe 4 votes, with one voting 
paper spoiled. As a result, Mary Sulina Hendy was co-opted to the Parish Council to represent 
Broughton Ward until the next ordinary election in May 2015. 
Councillor Hendy then signed the Declaration Acceptance of Office and joined the meeting. 

 

Mr Howe thanked the Parish Council and left the meeting. 
  
596 4. MINUTES OF THE PARISH  COUNCIL MEETING – 20 JUNE 2013 
 Councillor Porter moved and Councillor Swinfen seconded confirmation of the Minutes of the 

Parish Council meeting held on 20 June 2013 which were approved and adopted unanimously. 
 

597 5. PROGRESS AGAINST OUTANDING RESOLUTIONS 
 A report of progress in completing Parish Council resolutions was presented by the Parish 

Manager and an update was provided on the progress against resolution: 
540: Improvements to Brook – Following a meeting of interested parties’ responses, a copy of the 
most recent Wildlife Survey has been provided to the Environment Agency and their response on 
a number of issues is awaited. 

 
598 

 
6. CHAIRMANS TIME 
The Chairman updated Members on the following items of interest: 
 

Broughton Astley Parish Council 
                VAT Registration No. 705 5707 41 
 

 
Telephone:  01455 285655 

Fax:  01455 283120 
 

Council Office, Station Road,  
Broughton Astley, Leicester, LE9 6PT 

 

www.broughton-astley.gov.uk 

       e-mail: christine@broughton-astley.gov.uk 

http://www.broughton-astley.gov.uk/
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Neighbourhood Plan update 
The chairman informed the meetings that at the end of the Examination Version consultation 
process on Monday, a total of 18 submissions had been received by HDC. The submissions have 
been sent to the Examiner appointed (Nigel McGurk) for consideration.  The Examiner is likely to 
take approximately 4 weeks to consider the plan, and has provisionally allocated Thursday 19 
September for a day’s public hearing at the Village Hall if it is considered necessary.  
He said that following the examination period, his comments will be provided to both the Parish 
Council and HDC and any recommended amendments to the plan will need to be made; and 
hopefully these will be minor ones. 
BAPC and HDC will then consider whether to approve adoption by Full Council (HDC probably not 
until November meeting).  The HDC election services will then organise the Referendum which 
based on the timescale is likely to be in the new year. 
He reminded the meeting that item 18 of the Agenda would provide Members with an opportunity 
to consider some of the implications for the Parish Council if the Neighbourhood Plan receives a 
‘Yes’ vote. 
 
In response Councillor Dann expressed his concerns on the length of time that the process was 
taking, particularly when there were a number of developers trying to circum-navigate the 
Neighbourhood Plan.  He requested that the Parish Manager should ascertain from Harborough 
District Council whether provisional dates could be set for the Full Council decision and the 
referendum. 
 
Agreed: 
That the Parish Manager should ascertain from Harborough District Council whether 
provisional dates could be set for the Full Council decision and the referendum, in order to 
expedite the process. 
 
Leicestershire County Council budget consultation 
The Chairman issued a reminder that the County Council are seeking views of the community on 
how it can save £100 million from their budget over the next 5 years.  As responses to the 
consultation are required by 15 September, he reminded Members to make personal 
representations by that date.  He asked if any Members felt that a formal response should be 
made on behalf of the Parish Council, to which there was a negative response. 
 

599 7. PUBLIC FORUM 
 The Chairman suspended the normal business of the Council at 7.48 pm.  

Mr John Marlow addressed the Parish Council, informing them that he had entered a submission 
to support and endorse the Examination Version of the Neighbourhood Plan. He said that he 
welcomed the proposed early discussions on the delivery of the plan, and considered at its next 
stage would be crucial to engage early with the District and County Councils’ and other external 
bodies to ensure the support it needed for its delivery.  
 
The Chairman thanked Mr Marlow for his positive and supportive comments, and Mr Marlow left 
the meeting. 
Normal business re-opened at 7.51pm. 
 

600 8. REPORTS FROM REPRESENTATIVE ON OUTSIDE BODIES  
 Councillor Porter reported that he had attended a workshop on the County Council budget cuts 

required to save £100 million over 5 years; on behalf of the Parish Council, The workshop had 
been organised by Voluntary Action Leicester and was attended by around 10 organisations.  No 
specific ideas or solutions had been reached. 

  
601 9. COUNTY & DISTRICT COUNCILLORS REPORTS 
 Councillor Dann 
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 Councillor Dann informed the meeting that the proposed works on the Village Centre car park 
will not be undertaken until after the Christmas period.  Following investigation on the 
feasibility of introducing parking charges, this is unlikely to go ahead. 

 Councillor Dann informed the meeting that he was monitoring the progress of several major 
planning applications and their relevance to the progress of the Neighbourhood Plan; and in 
particular the application by William Davies off Coventry Road. He added that there is a 
potential to have permissions granted for numbers of houses which is far in excess of the 
number allocated in the Core Strategy and neighbourhood Plan. 

  
 Councillor Golding 
  Councillor Golding informed the meeting that he had attended the HDC Planning Committee 

meeting on 13 September, when the proposed development on Dunton Road was refused. 
The reason for the refusal was the scale, proximity and the spatial relationship between No.9 
Fretter Close and Plots 12-15, the proposal would result in overlooking and imposing on the 
development detrimentally affecting the living conditions of future occupiers. It is anticipated 
that an amended application will be submitted in due course. 

 
 Questions to District Councillors 
 Councillor Swinfen requested an update on the progress of the proposed ‘on street’ no waiting 

restrictions. 
 Councillor Dann responded that this was a County Council issue, and that Councillor Liquorish 

could be able to provide this information. 
 

 AGREED: That the Parish Manager should request an update from Councillor Liquorish on 
the progress of the proposed on street no waiting restrictions. 
 

602 10. MINUTES OF THE SCRUTINY COMMITTEE MEETING  
 Councillor Patrick moved and Councillor Brown seconded confirmation and adoption of the 

Minutes of the Scrutiny Committee held on 5 August 2013. 
  
 Minute 348.13 – Election of Chairman of the Scrutiny Committee for the municipal year 2013-14 
603 RESOLVED: That Councillor Jon Bateman is elected Chairman of the Scrutiny Committee 

for the Municipal Year 2013-14. 
  
 Minute 349.13 - Election of the Vice Chairman of the Scrutiny Committee for the municipal year 

2013-14 
604 RESOLVED: That Councillor Stuart Oliver is elected Vice-Chairman of the Scrutiny 

Committee for the Municipal Year 2013-14. 
  
 Minute 350.13 - Election of Members to the Personnel Sub Committee for the Municipal Year 

2013-14 
605 RESOLVED: That Councillors Bateman, Oliver, Patrick and Swinfen are elected to the 

Personnel Sub-Committee for the Municipal year 2013-14. 
 

 Minute 352.13 - Mini Internal Audit of Financial Transactions 
606 RESOLVED: That the next quarterly Mini Internal Audit of Financial Transactions should be 

undertaken by Councillors Swinfen and Oliver on 13 August 2013. 
  
 Minute 353.13 - Results of the Localism and Quality Standard Audit undertaken by Welland 

Internal Audit Consortium 
607 RESOLVED: That the Parish Council appraises its Auditors that: 

1. It views that a formal evaluation of the Parish Council’s use of the new powers is not 
relevant at this time, however should be undertaken as part of the Neighbourhood Plan 



 

This document is also available in large print. 143 

Delivery Strategy should the referendum vote be positive. 
2. It is anticipated that the forthcoming ‘Value for Money’ audit may highlight new 

opportunities for a policy on more active income generation provided by the General 
Power of Competence.  

3. It had advertised the recent vacancy for a Parish Councillor via Broughton Matters 
which is delivered to every home in Broughton Astley.  As a result 5 candidates had 
come forward including 2 ladies and 1 younger person.  

4. It advertises the dates for all its meetings and has held open days in order to attract 
interest in local democracy with little result; however the Leisure and Recreation Group 
and the Neighbourhood Plan process has encouraged more local people to get 
involved, and this can be seen as a positive step. 

 
 Minute 354.13 - Review of Members training needs 
608 RESOLVED:  

1. In order to ascertain the Members current training requirements and preferred method 
of delivery the Parish Manager circulates an updated version of the Members Training 
Audit for return and analysis. 

2. A link to the Learning Pool website should be provided from the Members pages on the 
Parish Council website. 

3. The Parish Manager should provide via email a list the training courses available via 
L&RALC. 

 
 Minute 355.13 - Review of Village Hall, Allotment, Pitch and Cemetery Income for the last six 

months. 
609 RESOLVED: 

1. That the report on income received during the first quarter of the year in relation to that 
received in 2012/13 is noted. 

2. That Parish Council should advertise specific regular hall vacancies, and promote its 
use in the school holidays for conferences, sales and other events in order to generate 
additional casual hire income. 

  
610 11. MINUTES OF THE ADMINISTRATION AND FINANCE COMMITTEE MEETING  
 Councillor Grafton-Reed moved and Councillor Porter seconded confirmation and adoption of the 

minutes of the Administration and Finance Committee held on 1 August 2013 
  

Councillor Dann apologised for not tendering his apologies for the meeting, due to his being on 
annual leave. 
 

 Minute 04.13 - Election of Chair and Vice Chair of The Administration & Finance Committee 
611 RESOLVED: 

1. That Councillor Grafton-Reed should be elected as the Chair of the Administration and 
Finance Committee for the municipal year 2013-14. 

2. That Councillor Porter should be elected as the Vice-Chair of the Administration and 
Finance Committee for the municipal year 2013-14. 

 
 Minute 05.13 - Review of Risk Management Strategy, Risk Register and Internal Controls 
612 RESOLVED: 

1. That the Risk Management Policy and Strategy adopted by the Parish Council should 
continue to be maintained. 

2. Than an additional of 2 columns should be added to the Risk Register to show the 
revised impact and likelihood ratings after the mitigations are implemented leading to 
an overall residual risk. 

3. That the residual risk ratings shown on the Risk Register are noted, and considered 
sufficient at the present time. 
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4. That the system of Internal Controls used by the Parish Council are sufficient to ensure 
that the Parish Councils business is conducted in a proper manner; and that the 
revised Corporate Governance - Internal Controls should be adopted by the Parish 
Council. 
 

 Minute 06.13 – Internal Audit programme 2013 -14 
613 RESOLVED 

1. That the Welland Internal Audit Consortium is appointed to undertake the programme of 
risk based internal audits of the Parish Councils services and functions during 2013-14 
to include: Risk Management, Treasury Management and Value for Money. 

2. That the Welland Internal Audit Consortium should be appointed as Internal Auditor to 
undertake the audit of financial systems prior to the submission of the Annual Return 
for 2013-14. 

3. That the Welland Internal Audit Consortium is requested to provide staff to undertake 
the audits on a rotating basis 

 Minute 07.13 - Reinvestment of Funds – Fixed Rate Deposit Account 
614 RESOLVED: That the Parish Council re-invests the total amount of £180,454 in a Fixed Rate 

Deposit Account for a further period of 12 months. 
 

 Minute 08.13 - Short Term Investments 
615 RESOLVED: That the Parish Council adopts a rolling annual schedule of twice yearly 

investments of £60,000 in a fixed Rate Deposit Account, each lasting 3 months, following 
the receipt of the Precept to ensure that it receives a better interest rate than in its current 
account. 

  
616 12. SCHEDULE OF PAYMENTS FOR THE PERIOD TO THE END OF JULY 2013 

 The Parish Manager presented the schedule of payments made for the period until 1 June to 31 
July 2013. Following an explanation concerning a number of payments, the schedule of payments 
were received and accepted unanimously. 
 

617 13. FINANCIAL STATEMENTS FOR THE PERIOD TO THE END OF JULY 2013 
 The Parish Manager presented the financial statements for the period ending 31 July 2013.  

Members observed that income and expenditure for the time of the year was generally in line with 
budgets, and that there were no unexplained debtors or creditors. 

  
618 14. MINUTES OF THE PLANNING AND LICENSING COMMITTEE 
 Members received the minutes of the Planning and Licensing Committees held on 17 June and 3 

and 29 July 2013; and noted the schedule of planning decisions made since the Parish Council 
meeting on 20 June 2013. 
The Chairman thanked the Members of the Committee for their continuing hard work on the 
deliberation of planning applications. 
 

 15. SUPPORT FOR GRANT FUNDING APPLICATION 
 Members considered a report requesting them to consider whether to support for a Section 106 

funding application made by Broughton Astley Community Bus Committee. 
Councillor Porter proposed that as the well-being of many older residents in the village would be 
improved by the continuing provision of the community bus; the recommendation to support the 
application amounting to £7,738 should be accepted. 
The proposal was seconded by Councillor Grafton-Reed, and on a show of hands support was 
unanimous. 

619 RESOLVED: That the Parish Council supports the Section 106 funding application in 
respect of the purchase of a new community bus made by the Broughton Astley 
Community Bus Committee. 
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 16. INSTALLATION OF COMMUNITY NOTICEBOARD 
 Members considered a report on the proposed adoption of a double sided noticeboard which had 

been ordered and purchased as part of the Broughton Astley Improvement Team (BAIT) initiatives 
to improve the village centre. The board was originally due to contain information on local 
business and services and also contain a map of walks and heritage sites around the village. 
Concerns were expressed that if the Parish Council took responsibility for the Notice board, then 
the Parish Council would be expected to accept responsibility for the remainder of the project. 
Originally this project was to be delivered by a Local Business forum and the Heritage Society. 
Members suggested that the contents could be delivered as part of Neighbourhood Plan Policy 
S1, which aims to improve the village centre.  
The Parish Manager was requested to ascertain whether the cost of the installation of the 
Noticeboard would still be covered by its manufacturer if it were installed at a later date, and also 
to ensure that the license granted for the installation was not time-bound. 
Councillor Bateman proposed that the Parish Council should accept responsibility and take 
delivery of the Noticeboard and store it until such time that that it could be used to help the 
objectives of Neighbourhood Plan Policy S1. The proposal was seconded by Councillor Grafton-
Reed and support was unanimous. 
  

620 RESOLVED: That the Parish Council should accept responsibility, take delivery of the 
Noticeboard and store it until such time that that it could be used to help the objectives of 
Neighbourhood Plan Policy S1. 

  
 17. AMENDMENTS TO THE TERMS AND CONDITIONS OF THE HIRE OF THE VILLAGE 

HALL 
 Members considered a report on the proposal to amend the Terms and Conditions of the hire of 

the Village Hall in order to prevent further occurrences of vandalism at parties held for teenagers. 
A long discussion was held on the change in expectations and behaviour of hirers of whether the 
increase in problems could be addressed by tighter restrictions on time and number of responsible 
adults attending the parties. It was generally considered that the only factor which would influence 
behaviour is the prospect of financial loss if damage occurs. Members agreed that the cash 
damage deposit applicable to: functions that extend beyond 7.00 pm, those involving teenagers, 
and those where alcohol is to be consumed, should be increased significantly to act as a deterrent 
to bad behaviour. 
Councillor Golding proposed that the cash damage deposit should be increased to £500.  The 
proposal was seconded by Councillor Patrick.  On a show of hands 5 members were in favour. 
A counter-proposal was made by Councillor Porter that the cash damage deposit should be 
increased to £250. The proposal was seconded by Councillor Swinfen.  On a show of hands 6 
members were in favour. 
A further counter proposal was made by Councillor Dann that the cash damage deposit should be 
increased to £400. The proposal was seconded by Councillor Bateman.  On a show of hands 5 
members were in favour. 
Another counter proposal was made by Councillor Dann that the cash damage deposit should be 
increased to £350. The proposal was seconded by Councillor Bateman.  On a show of hands 6 
members were in favour. The Chairman elected to use his casting vote in favour of the counter 
proposal of £350. 
 

621 RESOLVED: 
That the Terms and conditions of the hire of the Village Hall should be amended as follows: 
Fees: A cash security deposit of £350 is payable prior to any of the following functions: 
those that extend beyond 7.00 pm; those involving teenagers, and those where alcohol is 
to be consumed.  This will be used to cover the cost of repairing any damage and/or any 
additional time over the booked hours on a pro rata basis.  For any event that finishes on 
time and where no damage has occurred the security deposit will be returned in full.  
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Please note that an event is considered to be finished when the premises have been 
vacated completely (this includes the removal of disco and other equipment). 

 
622 18. NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN DELIVERY STRATEGY 
 Members were provided with a discussion paper on the Neighbourhood Plan Delivery Strategy 

and requested to identify all the various aspects, dependencies and actions they considered 
necessary to deliver each of the policies on a worksheet and return them to the Parish Office by 
31 August 2013.  The information gathered would then be used to provide a composite view of the 
way forward to achieving the objectives of each policy. 
 

 AGREED: That all Members should complete and return their completed Neighbourhood 
Plan Delivery Strategy worksheets to the Parish Office by 31 August 2013. 
 

623 19. MEMBERS MOTION 04/13 – Councillor Golding 
 That the Parish Council should consider the options for the purchase and installation of a 

publically accessible Automatic External Defibrillator at a basic cost of £2,125. 
 

 Councillor Golding introduced his Members motion explaining that the provision of an accessible 
Automatic External Defibrillator (AED) has the potential to increase the survival rate of someone 
having a sudden Cardiac Arrest from 9% to 50%.  
Councillor Golding suggested that the Parish Council seeks grant funding from the County Council 
and also from Seven Locks Housing to assist with the purchase of the package which starts at 
£2,125.  Additional funding would be required to fund training for volunteers. 
 
All of the members considered that this would be an asset to the large population of Broughton 
Astley 
 
The need for the AED to be installed in a central location was considered but no firm proposal was 
made. Councillor Grafton-Reed suggested that where ever it was installed should be covered by 
CCTV to deter vandals from interfering with the unit. 
 
Councillor Golding then formally proposed that the Parish Council should purchase and 
installation of a publically accessible Automatic External Defibrillator at a basic cost of £2,125; 
seeking grant funding from the County Council and also from Seven Locks Housing to assist with 
the purchase. The proposal was seconded by Councillor Dann.  On a show of hands all members 
supported the motion. 
 

624 RESOLVED: 
That the Parish Council should purchase and installation of a publically accessible 
Automatic External Defibrillator at a basic cost of £2,125; seeking grant funding from the 
County Council and also from Seven Locks Housing to assist with the purchase. 
 

625 20. MEMBERS’ MOTIONS FOR NEXT PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 
None received. 

  
 The meeting closed at 9.05 pm 

 
 Minutes approved and accepted as correct 

 
 
...........................................................      Chairman 
 
Dated ........................................ 

 


