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   MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 
and 

 ANNUAL PARISH MEETING 
HELD ON THURSDAY 15 APRIL 2010  

AT THE VILLAGE HALL, STATION ROAD, BROUGHTON ASTLEY 
 
PRESENT: Councillors C Golding (Chairman), P Dann, N D Bannister, C Grafton-Reed, G 
Brown, Mrs L Blockley, C Porter, Miss J Gamble, L R Patrick, Miss N Smith, Mrs M Stell and P 
Whiffin 
 
Also present: County Councillor Bill Liquorish and District Councillor Michael Rook  
 
Members of the public:  None present 
 
Clerk: Parish Manager Christine Lord  
 
1105 APOLOGIES 
 Apologies were accepted from Councillors:  R Capewell A J Rowe and  C Evans 

 
1106 DECLARATIONS OF MEMBERS’ INTERESTS 

None declared 
  
1107 MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 11 MARCH 2010 

Councillor Gamble moved and Councillor Blockley seconded confirmation and adoption of 
the Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 11 March 2010 which were approved 
and accepted unanimously. 
 

1108 COUNCILLOR MICHAEL ROOK – LEADER HARBOROUGH DISTRICT COUNCIL 
 The Chairman welcomed Councillor Rook to the Parish Council meeting, explaining that, 

as the recently elected Leader of the District Council, Councillor Rook was keen to visit as 
many of the Parishes as possible in order to increase his appreciation of the issues faced 
within the diverse range of parishes across the district. 
 
Councillor Rook reiterated that he had taken over the leadership of Harborough District 
Council last year in difficult circumstances, and that he was grateful for the support 
received from the Broughton Astley Councillors during this interim period. He said that he 
considered Harborough District was a great place to live, but had challenges to be faced 
due to the current and future economic climate and to meet the demands of legislation. 
Councillor Rook said that he was happy to answer any questions that the Parish 
Councillors might have. 
Questions to Councillor Rook 
Q. Councillor Bannister asked what the attitude of Harborough District Council was in 
respect to the imbalance of infrastructure in Broughton Astley, particularly in respect of 
leisure facilities, with the potential for 2-300 more houses to be constructed over the next 
few years. 
A. Councillor Rook said that potential development was governed by Local Development 
Framework (LDF) which was due to be determined late next year. Approximately 2,400 
new homes are required throughout the district by 2026, equating to around 300 each 
year – of these a third of these must be affordable housing. For new infrastructure to be 
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created to support new housing, and optimum figure of around 900/1000 homes is 
necessary. He said that the gap in infrastructure caused by the previous Section 106 
system cannot be reduced retrospectively, but new Section 106 arrangements will be 
agreed according to the size of development and the infrastructure required to support 
these. 
There are 3 main areas of development proposed around the principle urban area of 
Leicester, the A6 corridor and the Market Harborough area. Broughton Astley, Lutterworth 
and the rural areas will make up the difference. It is widely known that areas such as 
Great Glen and Scraptoft would oppose large-scale development, but a consultation 
exercise will take place in the summer months. 
Possibly around 200 new homes will be required in Broughton Astley, and this will not 
bring in huge amounts of Section 106 funding. 
Possible changes in government may also bring a new system which allows local 
communities to decide how much new housing they need, but until the result of the 
forthcoming election is known, then local authorities will have to adhere to the housing 
allocation figures set in the Regional Spatial Strategy.  
Councillor Rook considered that a full scale Leisure Centre is not likely to be constructed, 
as facilities already exist in Lutterworth, but that sports pitches / tennis courts may be 
more likely. 
Q. Councillor Blockley requested that Councillor Rook should comment on the recent 
publication of the news that Leicestershire is the most poorly funded County per head of 
population in the Country.  
A. Councillor Rook explained that this was due a formula worked out by Central 
Government, based on founding streams such as Council Tax, Housing Grant and Central 
funding. As the spending allowances are being cut, costs are also being reduced.  
Harborough District Council made a saving of 10% overall last year.  He reiterated that 
Harborough District was looking at other ways to combat the ever- shrinking budgets, by 
the possibility of sharing services with other district, the County Council and further afield. 
 
The Chairman thanked Councillor Rook for his detailed responses to the questions posed 
and observed that his knowledge would be beneficial to the Parish Council in a debate to 
be held later in the meeting on Inter Agency Working Arrangements. 

  
1109 PROGRESS AGAINST OUTANDING RESOLUTIONS 

 
 A report of progress in completing Parish Council resolutions was presented and after 

updates on a number of resolutions was accepted unanimously. 
 

1110 CHAIRMANS TIME 
 Public Meeting – Old Mill School 

The Chairman informed all those present at the meeting that the Parish Council has been 
invited to attend a public meeting organised by the ‘creating a safe place for our children 
to cross the road near our schools’ group at Old Mill Primary School.   
He explained that because he was not able to attend the meeting, he and Councillor 
Liquorish had met with the organiser that afternoon, and had provided up to date 
information on the representations made by the Parish Council. 
The meeting, to be held at the School, will take place on Monday 19th April at 7.00pm The 
Parish Manager has agreed to attend the meeting on behalf of the Parish Council, but 
Members and the general public are most welcome to attend. 
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Your Choice – Your Voice event 
The Chairman issued a reminder that this event is due to take place at 6.30pm on 
Thursday 22nd April in the Village Hall. The event organised by Leicester County Council 
will provide local community groups and voluntary organisations with the opportunity to bid 
for funding for projects from a pot of £20,000. To book a place, please contact the County 
Council directly. 
 
Leicestershire County Council – Annual Local Council Liaison meeting 
The Chairman informed Members that Parish Council has been invited to send a 
representative to this meeting which is due to take place from 3.45- 8.30pm on 11th May at 
County Hall. He requested that if anyone is available and wishes to attend please contact 
the Parish Manager as soon as possible. 
 
Anaerobic digester application 
The Chairman reiterated that the latest news that we have on the application is that the 
date for its determination has been deferred again until 20 May 2010 (although there is a 
possibility that this date may be moved further back into June). He stressed that the 
Planning & Licensing Committee have already submitted their objections to both the 
District and County Council and that any individual comments can still be submitted 
formally to both until this date. 
 
National Parents Week event 
The Chairman informed the meeting that the Parish Council has received a request from 
the Manager of the soon to be built Sure Start Children’s Centre to hold an event to 
celebrate National Parents Week in the Recreation Ground on 1 June 2010.  The event 
aimed at parents and carers of ‘under 5’s will promote and encourage active play. 
 
Annual Council Meeting – 27th May 2010 
Finally the Chairman issued a reminder to all Members that committee preference forms 
will be issued as usual with the Agendas prior to the next Parish Council meeting.  They 
should be returned by Wednesday 26th May in order for the Parish Manager to collate 
responses and prepare ballot slips if necessary. 
 

1111 ANNUAL PARISH MEETING AND PUBLIC FORUM 
 Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting 16 April 2009 

The Chairman suspended the normal business of the Council at 8.00 pm.  
 
The Parish Manager confirmed that the Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on 16 
April 2009 have been recorded in the Minute Book.  The Minutes were accepted 
unanimously and signed by the Chairman. 
 
Chairman’s Annual Report 
The Chairman circulated his annual report, which highlighted the many significant 
achievements of the Parish Council over the previous twelve months and the main 
challenges which lie ahead.  He reported that a copy of the report will be posted on the 
Parish Council’s website and published in the May-June issue of Broughton Matters, the 
Parish Council’s bimonthly magazine. 
 
Public Forum 
No members of the general public were present. 
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The Annual Parish Meeting and Public Forum closed at 8.04pm and the Parish Council 
Meeting resumed. 
 

1112 COUNTY COUNCILLORS REPORT  
Councillor Bill Liquorish reported that the Orchard Road from the junction of Main Street to 
Blenheim Crescent would be resurfaced in the near future. The purpose of this was two-
fold – to improve the entrance to the Car Park and to reduce the noise and vibration 
caused by traffic which had been highlighted by a local resident via Councillor Dann. 
 
Councillor Liquorish said that he would be pursuing the issue of problems caused by 
parked vehicles at the junction of Leicester Road/Broughton Way which had been raised 
by a local resident via the Parish Council. 
 
Councillor Liquorish also reported that the tree cutting and debris at the side of a field in 
Leicester Road (which had been reported by Mrs Bend at the last meeting) had now been 
removed. In respect to the brambles at the side of another field, Councillor Liquorish said 
that he would ask the Highways Partnership Manager to confirm that residents would be 
allowed to remove these. 
 
Councillor Liquorish said that he would be attending the Annual Parish Planning Liaison 
Meeting on 13 May, and would be pleased to represent the Parish Council at the event. 

  
1113 Issues for County Councillor 

Councillor Dann requested that Councillor Liquorish should expedite the repair of potholes 
in Main Street and Councillor Porter asked the same of potholes in the jitty between  
Aland Gardens and Broughton Way. 
 
Councillor Bannister requested that Councillor Liquorish pass on a ‘pat on the back’ to the 
County Council in respect of the resurfacing work which had taken place on Dunton Road, 
which had been carried out efficiently with minimum of  disruption during the Easter 
holidays. 

  
1114 DISTRICT COUNCILLORS REPORTS 
 Councillor Dann 
 Councillor Dann said that he would be attending the Annual Parish Planning Liaison 

Meeting on 13 May, and would represent the Parish Council at the event. 
 
Councillor Dann said that he would also be attending the forthcoming AGM of Stepping 
Stones in his capacity of Environmental Portfolio Holder, and would be pleased to 
represent the Parish Council. 
 
Issues for District Councillors 

 Councillor Smith relayed a complaint from a resident in respect to hedge cutting in the 
Fallow Close area.  The Parish Manager was asked to pursue this with District Council 
officers. 

 Councillor Blockley thanked Councillor Liquorish for his help in securing the change of 
name of Leicester Road to ‘Sutton Lane’ which should happen very soon. 

  
1115 SCRUTINY COMMITTEE 
 Councillor Porter moved and Councillor Blockley seconded confirmation and adoption of 

the Minutes of the Scrutiny Committee held on 29 March 2010. 
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 Minute 163.10 -Arrange the next quarterly mini audit of financial transactions 
1116 RESOLVED: 

That the next mini audit of financial transactions be carried out on Friday 30 April 
2010 at 2.00pm by Councillors Blockley and Patrick. 

  
 Minute 164.10 - Arrange a meeting of the Personnel Sub Committee 
1117 RESOLVED: 

That the Personnel Sub Committee will meet following the next Scrutiny meeting on 
Monday 10 May 2010. 
 

 Minute 165.10  - Review the Village Hall and Pitch incomes to date 
1118 RESOLVED: 

1. That a poster be designed advertising the Village Hall and its facilities which 
could be placed in public places around the village.  It was also discussed that 
theatre production companies be contacted to inform them of the Village Hall 
facilities.   

2. Costings need to be sought to be able to provide a full Wedding Package which 
could include the internal decoration of the Broughton Hall. 

3. That a list of times the Village Hall rooms are currently hired be provided to the 
Members to identify availability.  

 
 Minute 166.10 - Review the Community Engagement Strategy 
1119 RESOLVED: 

1. That the Action Plan progress column should not be left blank but should 
contain some comment, ie: ‘no progress to date’. 

2. That a nominated person be appointed to liaise between the Community groups 
to ensure all parties are kept fully informed of proposed projects and the current 
position of those in existence. 

 
 Minute 167.10 - review the Customer Satisfaction Survey and to propose a completion 

date. 
1120 RESOLVED: 

That the Customer Satisfaction Survey be amended to allow for a scale of 
satisfaction to be shown for questions 1 to 5 inclusive and that the contact details 
be amended to read ‘ you may contact the Parish Office at the Village Hall or by 
emailing the Parish Manager at christine@broughton-astley.gov.uk.  It is 
recommended that the surveys are completed by 31 July 2010.  
 

1121 EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
Councillor Golding and Dann declared both personal and prejudicial interest in respect of 
minute 32.10 and indicated that they would abstain from any discussion or vote relating to 
the resolution. 
 

 Councillor Bannister moved and Councillor Grafton-Reed seconded confirmation and 
adoption of the Minutes of the Executive Committee held on 1 April 2010.   
 

 Minute 29.10 - Balances carried forward and Reserves Policy 
1122 RESOLVED: 

That 5,000 previously allocated against Loan Acc21 [PC.878. May 2009] is deposited 
with an additional £35,000 from general reserve into a High Interest Reserve 

mailto:christine@broughton-astley.gov.uk
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Account for the future provision of recreational, community or leisure facilities. 
  
 Minute 30.10 - Administration of S.106 funds and grant applications 
1123 RESOLVED: 

1. The Parish Council examines its external funding requirements for capital 
projects during the next financial year each October in order to submit funding 
bids in April the following year. 

2. The Parish Council provides information on the new system in Broughton 
Matters and on its website in order to raise awareness amongst local 
community groups and voluntary organisations. 

  
 Minute 31.10 - Ecological Survey – potential allotment site 
1124 RESOLVED: 

1. That the Parish Council accepts the lowest quotation of £300.00 provided by 
Curious Ecologists for the initial Protected Species Survey and Assessment 
required in relation to the planning application for the extension of the allotment 
site at Western Willows. 

2. That should the additional 4 surveys be required the Parish Council also 
accepts the lowest quotation of £800.00 provided by Curious Ecologists. 

3. That the survey is funded from the £7,500 capital funding allocated towards the 
extension of the Cemetery in 2009/10 which was not required because of 
subsequent grant funding; and has yet to be allocated to another project 
[PC.1032.Dec 2009] 

 
 Minute 32.10 - Village Centre Public Conveniences 
 Councillor Grafton-Reed proposed an amendment to the wording of the recommendation 

(1) of the Executive Committee, to ensure that the Parish Council position on the closure 
of the public conveniences is relayed accurately. 

1. That Harborough District Council is informed that the Parish Council accepts the 
temporary closure of the public convenience, and that the number of complaints is 
monitored, in order to measure present demand. 

The result of the  vote on the amendment to the resolution was: 
              For 10 votes. Against 0 votes.   2 abstentions 

  
1125 RESOLVED: 

1. That Harborough District Council is informed that the Parish Council accepts 
the temporary closure of the public convenience, and that the number of 
complaints is monitored, in order to measure present demand 

2. That Broughton Astley residents are consulted on the issue of retaining the 
toilets in the next edition of Broughton Matters, and if there is a proven demand 
then the Parish Council may take responsibility for the public conveniences.   

3. That a letter should be written to the Co-operative Store informing them of the 
possible closure, and presenting the option of ‘sponsoring’ the public 
conveniences. 

 
 
1126 

 
SCHEDULE OF PAYMENTS 
The Parish Manager presented the schedule of payments made since the 11 March 2010 
meeting of the Parish Council which were received and accepted unanimously. 

  
1127 REPORTS FROM OUTSIDE BODIES 
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Reports from a Harborough District Safer Neighbourhoods meeting and from the BAIT 
Community meeting where submitted by Councillor Blockley.  Councillor Golding thanked 
Councillor Blockley for all her efforts. 

  
1128 PLANNING AND LICENSING COMMITTEE 
 Members received and accepted the Minutes of the Planning and Licensing Committee 

meetings held on 15 and 29 March 2010 and the schedule of planning applications 
determined since the 11 March 2010 meeting of the Parish Council.  
 

1129 INTER AGENCY WORKING IN LEICESTERSHIRE 
 The Parish Council has been requested to comment on a report produced by Leicester 

and Leicestershire Public Service Board on the possible options for future Inter Agency 
working in Leicestershire; and is seeking views on the report by the end of May 2010. 
The report sets out a new approach to delivering services within the County, aiming to 
reduce costs, whilst at the same time providing for the public consistent and cohesive 
services. 
The report highlights the advantages in introducing a common infrastructure of shared 
premises and services; for example asset management, IT&C systems, customer services 
centres would lead to better co-operation and efficient services at locality level. 
The report proposes a new system to streamline Management and ‘back office’ support 
costs to enable the services to be delivered. 
Members considered that whilst the Parish Council is essentially at the third tier of local 
government, responsible for its own services, a Parish Council which is able to adopt the 
Power of Wellbeing may be able to become an active partner and have more influence in 
a joint working scheme. 
They also considered that at a time when cuts in public expenditure and services are 
under scrutiny it would appear that any efforts made to improve public services whilst 
reducing costs should be encouraged. However, it appears that there may be a protracted 
change management exercise to reach the final outcome. They agreed that reasons for 
the change process should be communicated to the public as quickly and efficiently as 
possible in order to demonstrate to the public that the changes would deliver better 
services. 
Members also expressed concerns that there may be some resistance to the possible 
introduction of a two-tier system of local government from County and District Elected 
Members who may be concerned that there may be a loss of identity, knowledge and local 
empathy if they are required to work at different geographic levels in the proposed Locality 
Working arrangements. Members agreed that it would be appropriate if Parish Councils 
were included in any discussions which would affect them. 
 
Councillor Rook explained that report had been considered by the Leicestershire Strategic 
Partnership, but had considered that in the context of shared services, it was a stop too 
far. He added that many districts in Leicestershire were working on proposals to share 
services, but that could only be achieved if the ethos and language of the partners was 
compatible. 
The result of the vote on the proposed response was: 
              For 12 votes. Against 0 votes.    

1130 RESOLVED: 
That the Parish Council responds to the consultation of Inter Agency Working in 
Leicestershire making the following observations: 
1. At this time when cuts in public expenditure and services are under scrutiny the 

efforts being made to improve public services whilst reducing costs should be 
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encouraged. However, it appears that there may be a protracted change 
management exercise to reach the final outcome. The reasons for the change 
process should be communicated to the public as quickly and efficiently as 
possible in order to demonstrate to the public that the changes would deliver 
better local services which would be provided in a ‘joined up’ and cost efficient 
manner. 

2. At present Broughton Astley Parish Council has not adopted the Power of 
Wellbeing. Once it has, then the Parish Council considers that there are many 
opportunities to discuss how it can assist the locality teams in the delivery of 
devolved services. 

3. The Parish Council is however concerned regarding the possible changes to the 
geographic structure required for ‘Locality Working’ and would wish to be 
included in any future consultations. 

 
 QUOTATIONS FOR THE PROVISION OF HANGING BASKETS 
 Members received a report prepared by the Deputy Clerk in respect of the quotations 

received for the supply and maintenance of hanging baskets around the village.  The 
report had been produced in order to review the cost of the service supplied, and 
ascertain whether alternative services were available. 
During discussion Members observed that although in principle the Parish Council would 
be able to maintain its own baskets, this would be extremely difficult of resource and very 
time-consuming. Whilst an alternative scheme to purchase silk flowers was attractive, 
Councillor Gamble was concerned about the quality of the displays at the end of the 
summer.  They considered that a couple of baskets should be purchased and trialled over 
the Summer months. 
Councillor Grafton-Reed requested that any new contract should contain a clause to 
ensure that the condition of the displays is reviewed part-way through the season. 
Members agreed unanimously that the Parish Council should enter another 1 year 
agreement with Plantscape at a cost of £1,465. 
 

1131 RESOLVED: 
1. That the Parish Council should enter a 1 year agreement with Plantscape for the 

supply and maintenance of hanging baskets at a cost of £1,465. 
2. That the Parish Council should attempt to reach an agreement whereby the new 

contract should contain a clause to ensure that the condition of the displays is 
reviewed part-way through the season. 

3. That two of silk floral displays should be purchased and trialled over the 
Summer months. 

  
1132 OTHER MATTERS 

No other matters were considered 
 MEMBERS’ MOTIONS FOR NEXT PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 

No motions were received.   
 

 The meeting closed at 8.43 pm 
  

Minutes approved and accepted as correct 
 
.......................................................... Chairman              Dated ....................................... 

 


