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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL  
HELD ON THURSDAY 13 DECEMBER 2012  

AT THE VILLAGE HALL, STATION ROAD, BROUGHTON ASTLEY 
 

PRESENT: Councillors J Bateman, P Dann, C Grafton-Reed (Chairman) C Golding, S Oliver, S Page, 
R Patrick, C Porter, M Stell, M Swinfen and R Tomlin  
 

449 1. APOLOGIES 
 Apologies were received and accepted from Councillors Bannister, Brown, Capewell, Evans, and 

Graves and County Councillor Liquorish. 
 

450 2. DECLARATIONS OF MEMBERS’ INTERESTS AND REQUESTS FOR DISPENSATIONS 
None received. 

  
451 3. MINUTES OF THE PARISH  COUNCIL MEETING – 29 NOVEMBER 2012 
 
 
 
 

Councillor Grafton-Reed moved and Councillor Porter seconded confirmation and adoption of the 
Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 29 November 2012. 
There were no matters arising. 
 

452 4. CHAIRMANS TIME 
The Chairman updated Members on the following items of interest: 
Councillor Bill Liquorish 
The Chairman informed the meetings that he had sent a card to County Councillor Bill Liquorish 
offering the condolences of the Parish Council on this loss of his wife, Christine. 
Carol Concert 
The Chairman reminded all present that the Annual Carol concert would take place on Friday 14 
December at 7.30pm. 
Planning Application 
The Chairman informed the meeting that an application for outline planning permission has been 
submitted in respect of 35 dwellings and a golf clubhouse at Sutton in the Elms. 
 

453 5. PUBLIC FORUM 
Public Forum opened at 7.36pm. No members of the public were present, therefore closed at 
7.36pm 

  
454 6. COUNTY COUNCILLOR AND DISTRICT COUNCILLORS REPORTS 
 Councillor Dann 

 Councillor Dann confirmed that he would update the Parish Council of any firm decisions 
made in relation to the impact of the council tax base calculation and reduction scheme, as 
soon as possible. 

 Councillor Golding 
  Councillor Golding reported that issues relating to the ownership of parts of the Orchard Road 

car park were being discussed with the Co-op prior to any improvements being considered. 
 

455 7. REPORTS FROM REPRESENTATIVE ON OUTSIDE BODIES  
Councillor Stell informed the meeting that it is likely that a visit will be made by a party of residents 
representing Geveze in May 2013. 
Councillor Grafton-Reed informed the meeting that the Christmas Fayre organised by Broughton 
Alive was very well attended, and that as a result a sizeable donation will be made to the Parish 
Council in respect of new Christmas Lighting displays. 
 

456 SCHEDULE OF PAYMENTS FOR THE PERIOD TO THE END OF NOVEMBER 2012 

 The Parish Manager presented the schedule of payments made for the period until 30 November 
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2012.The schedule of payments were received and accepted unanimously. 
  
457 8. THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS FOR THE PERIOD TO THE END OF NOVEMBER 2012 
 The Parish Manager presented the financial statements for the period ending 30 November 2012.  

Members observed that expenditure for the year was in line with budgets and that there were no 
unexplained debtors or creditors outstanding. 
 

 9. ADOPTION OF THE DRAFT BUSINESS PLAN 2013-14 TO 2017-18 
 Members reviewed the Business Plan for 2013-14 to 2017-18. Councillor Golding proposed that 

as the Parish Council would not realistically be able to fund a full-time PCSO for the village,(page 
7) this element should be removed from the Business Plan.  
 
With this amendment, Councillor Dann proposed and Councillor Grafton-Reed seconded the 
following proposal to adopt the Business Plan, which was carried unanimously. 
  

458 RESOLVED: That the Parish Council’s Business Plan for 2013-14 to 2017-18, once 
amended, should be adopted. 

  
 10. REVISED DRAFT INCOME AND EXPENDITURE BUDGETS, PROJECTED REVENUE AND 

CAPITAL EXPENDITURE AND DRAFT BUDGET PROPOSALS FOR 2013-14 
 Members examined the draft budget which had been revised following suggestions made by 

members at the estimates meeting on 29 November. 
 

 INCOME BUDGET 
 Members noted that predicated income had increased due to the proposed increases in Village 

Hall hire and ground rental lease charges.  
 

459 RESOLVED: That the income budget for 2012-13, as detailed in the Business Plan for 2013-
14 to 2017-2018 should be set at £50,760. 

  
 REVENUE EXPENDITURE BUDGET 
 Members noted that the proposed revenue expenditure budgets for 2013-14 have decreased 

slightly from the current year mainly due to savings on insurance and in loan interest repayments 
due to the maturing of another loan, leaving only the PWB loan remaining. The provision of £5,000 
of additional funding for the production of a Neighbourhood Plan and the implications of the 
Localism Act had however, been included in the expenditure budget. 
 

460 RESOLVED: That the revenue expenditure budget for 2013-14, as detailed in the Business 
Plan for 2013-14 to 2017-18, should be set at £282,070. 

  
 STAFF PAY AND CONDITIONS 
461 RESOLVED: That the pay and conditions of service for other Council employees should be 

unchanged for 2013-14, other than as recommended in National Guidelines.  
 

 CAPITAL EXPENDITURE BUDGET 
 In reviewing the capital expenditure budget Members noted that due to the current financial 

climate no large capital projects were planned, with £3,500 allocated to the upgrade of information 
technology facilities at the Village Hall; and that the majority of capital expenditure was due to 
existing loan repayments. 
 

462 RESOLVED: 
1. That the capital expenditure budget for 2013-14, as detailed in the draft Business Plan 

for 2013-14 to 2017-18, should be restricted to £ 18,900 
2. That the capital projects deferred from previous years, together with those added to the 
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capital programme in 2013-14, should be carried forward, subject to the availability of 
relevant grants. 

 
 FUNDING AND RESERVES POLICY 
 Members noted that a total reserve of £180,454 had been allocated for the purchase of land for 

community, leisure or recreational facilities which may be available once the Neighbourhood Plan 
has been completed. Other significant earmarked reserves include £25,000 in the rolling reserve 
for playground equipment replacement which is likely to be spent in the new financial year.  
 
Through a combination of the reduction in revenue expenditure, mainly due to the maturing of 
loans; and careful use of capital expenditure the Precept bid has been kept to £266,285 
representing a 2.34% decrease in requirement.   
 

They agreed that the budget and precept bid should be submitted to Harborough District Council; 
with the proviso that it could be revised once the implications of the changes to the Tax Base 
figures following publication of the Government’s proposals to mitigate the effects of the Localism 
Act will become known in January 2013. 
 
Councillor Grafton-Reed proposed that the Precept bid of £266.285 should be presented. 
Councillor Porter seconded the proposal.  The proposal was agreed unanimously 

  
463 11. MEMBERS’ MOTIONS FOR NEXT PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 

None received. 
  
464 The meeting closed at 7.55pm 

 
 

 Minutes approved and accepted as correct 
 
 
...........................................................      Chairman 
 
Dated ........................................ 

 


