
 

This document is also available in large print. 
 

190 

  
MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 

HELD ON THURSDAY 12 NOVEMBER 2009  
AT THE VILLAGE HALL, STATION ROAD, BROUGHTON ASTLEY 

 
PRESENT: Councillors C Golding, R H Capewell, N D Bannister, C Porter, Mrs L Blockley, C Grafton-
Reed, Miss N Smith, P Whiffin, C Evans, Mrs M Stell and Miss J Gamble.  
 
Also present: Mrs M Kelman, Mr and Mrs Ransom, Mr and Mrs Robinson (residents of Broughton 
Astley)   
 
Prior to the start of the meeting The Chairman presented former Councillor Mrs Margot Kelman with a 
bouquet of flowers in recognition of her long service to the Parish Council. The Chairman had recently 
accepted Councillor Kelman’s resignation due to ill health after a continuous service of 17 years.  
 
The Chairman expressed his appreciation for all the work that Mrs Kelman had undertaken on behalf 
of the Parish, particularly in terms of environmental protection, Planning and Scrutiny. 
 
Mrs Kelman responded by thanking all her friends at the Parish Council for their support over the 
years she had served, and expressed her confidence in the future of the Parish Council. 
 
Mrs Kelman and Mr and Mrs Ransom left the meeting. 
 

 APOLOGIES 
998 Apologies were received and accepted from Councillors P J Dann & D G Brown and A 

J Rowe. 
 
Apologies were also received from County Councillor Bill Liquorish 
 

999 DECLARATIONS OF MEMBERS’ INTERESTS 
 
No declarations of interest were received. 
 

 MINUTES OF THE PARISH  COUNCIL MEETING  19 OCTOBER 2009 
 

1000 Councillor Grafton-Reed moved and Councillor N D Bannister seconded confirmation 
and adoption of the Minutes of the Extraordinary Parish Council meeting held on 19 
October 2009 which were approved and accepted unanimously. 
 

 PROGRESS AGAINST OUTANDING RESOLUTIONS 
 

1001 A report of progress in completing Parish Council resolutions was accepted 
unanimously. The Chairman expressed his thanks to the Parish Council staff for the 
progress made against several outstanding resolutions. 
 

1002 CHAIRMAN’S TIME 
 
The Chairman updated Members on the following items of interest: 
 

 Children’s Centre 
The Chairman informed the meeting that the Parish Council has received details of a 
planning application for a Sure Start Children’s Centre to be located at the front of 
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Thomas Estley Community College, next to the entrance of Old Mill School. This is part 
of the Government plan to install 3,500 centres, one in each larger community by 2011. 
Whilst the Sure Start Children’s centre can be seen as a positive step to providing the 
delivery of children’s and parenting services at one location, Village Hall bookings such 
as the National Childbirth Trust, Post Natal Group and Baby Massage, and their annual 
income amounting to around £2,000 may be lost as a result of the opening of the centre 
in April 2010. The Planning & Licensing committee will consider the application formally 
on Monday 16th November.  
 
BAIT consultation evening 
A reminder that on Thursday 19th November Helen Nicholls will be hosting an informal 
session for all those who would like to get involved with, and plan projects for the 
various Community Action Teams. There has been very little response from Parish 
Councillors as yet and it is hoped that as many as possible will be able to attend the 
event. Please confirm attendance by contacting Helen or Christine at the Parish Office. 
 
Reading papers 
The Chairman reminded Members of the importance of reading their meeting papers in 
order to arrive at any meeting well prepared and able to engage in the business of the 
meeting. Agendas and relevant papers are circulated well before the statutory 
requirement of 3 days, which should provide Members with enough time to read them, 
and if necessary contact the Parish Office for clarification or further information. 
 
20 mph zone – Hallbrook Primary School 
The Parish Council has been informed that the new signs will be installed during 
January 2010.  Once this has been done, the School will be able to request the times 
that it would like the signs to be activated. 
 
Carol Concert 
Tickets for the Carol Concert on Friday 11 December are now available from the Parish 
Office, limited once again to 2 per household due to the popularity of the event and the 
capacity of the Main Hall.  The event is always oversubscribed! A very limited number 
will be reserved for Members, and if they would like to attend they should obtain their 
tickets from the Parish Office by 1 December to allow distribution of any unwanted 
tickets. 
 
Christmas get together 
A reminder that the special ‘Precept setting’ Parish Council meeting takes place on 
Tuesday 8 December. The Parish Manager has once again offered to provide seasonal 
drinks and nibbles to follow the meeting.  Members should please let her know if they 
are unable to attend the meeting as soon as possible.  

  
 PUBLIC FORUM 
1003 The Chairman suspended the normal business of the Council at 7.45 pm and opened 

the Public Forum. 
 
Mr Robinson of Malling Avenue requested that the Parish Council should tidy up the 
area around the Workshop in Frolesworth Road Recreation Ground.  The Chairman 
explained that a bid for capital funding was being placed in the proposed budget for 
2010/11 in order to make improvements. 
Mr Robinson enquired as to the responsibility of leaf clearance on various footpaths in 
the Old Mill Road and Primethorpe areas.  The Chairman explained that this was part of 
the street cleaning activities carried out by Harborough District Council, but that the 
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Parish Council was happy to provide assistance were required in order to safeguard 
users. 
Mr Robinson also complained about the condition of the brook along Church Close.  
The  Chairman explained that the amount of grounds maintenance which could be 
carried out was limited by the presence of both water voles and British Crayfish in the 
brook, and that the brook and its banks were designated as a Wildlife Site. He reported 
that the Parish Council had recently sought advice from the Environment Agency 
regarding the clearance of  the weeds and silt; and subsequently the Parish Council will 
investigate the removal of the debris by hand (as the use of mechanical equipment is 
prohibited) 
 
The Public Forum closed at 7.50pm 
 

1004 
 

COUNTY COUNCILLORS’ REPORT  
 
Councillor Liquorish submitted a written report in his absence. He reported that slow 
progress was being made on the possible closure on the footpath in Hobby Close. 

1005 DISTRICT COUNCILLOR’S REPORTS 
 

 Councillor Colin Golding 
Councillor Golding reported that the infrastructure and containers for the new recycling 
centre in Croft Way was being installed this week. The new containers provided will be 
as follows; 

 2 X 750ltr plastics containers (to replace the 300ltr on the site at present) 

 1 X 750ltr paper/card container 

 1 X 750ltr glass container (on a trial basis to gauge possible noise nuisance) 
 He added that Harborough District Council are still seeking additional sites for recycling 
centres, and that if any Member  knows of a suitable location, they should contact John 
Kemp at HDC. 

 
1005 

 
SCRUTINY COMMITTEE 
 

 Councillor Porter moved and Councillor Whiffin seconded confirmation and adoption of 
the Minutes of the Scrutiny Committee of 19 October 2009. 

  
Minute  -  Section 17 Crime and Disorder Act 1998 
 

1006 Members examined a spreadsheet detailing new resolutions and policies from the 8 
October 2009 Parish Council meeting in order to assess the impact on crime and 
disorder. Nothing of significance was noted. 
NOTED 

  
 Minute 127.09 – Annual Return 2008/09 
1007 RESOLVED: 

That the unqualified audit opinion for the Annual Return 2008/09 given by the 
External Auditor should be accepted. 
 

 Minute 128.09 – Internal Audit 2009/09 
1008 RESOLVED: 

1. That the assurance rating of GOOD for the Internal Audit of the Annual Return 
2008/09 given by the Welland Audit Consortium should be accepted. 

2. That the remaining final point contained in the Action Plan should be resolved 
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by 30 November 2009. 
 

 Minute 129.09 - Environmental Audits 
1009 RESOLVED: 

1. The Parish Manager will check on the progress against all issues raised 
which are relevant to the Parish Council and also report any issues identified 
that are considered to be dangerous at this point to the appropriate 
authorities. 

2. The Parish Manager will provide Scrutiny Committee with a copy of the 
relevant reports and resolutions at the next meeting in order for the Members 
to examine the best way forward next year. 

 
 Minute 130.09 – Risk Management Strategy/Risk Register 
1010 RESOLVED: 

1. That the Parish Council takes urgent action against any risk identified which 
has a score above 8 on the risk scoring matrix. 

2. That any risk identified which has a score between ‘4 and 8’ should be 
monitored and the level of residual risk reviewed twice yearly.  

3. That the draft risk scoring matrix should be included as an appendix to the 
Risk Management Strategy adopted in October 2009, because it was a useful 
aid to risk management. 

 
1011 EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

 
Councillor Bannister moved and Councillor Grafton-Reed seconded confirmation and 
adoption of the Minutes of the Executive Committee on 5 November 2009. 
 

 Minute 96.09 – Financial Statements 
 

1012 Members considered the financial statements to 30 October 2009 and noted that 
expenditure for the year is in line with budget and that with the exception of one 
outstanding debt there were no unexplained debtors or creditors outstanding 
NOTED 
 

 Minute 97.09 – Lone Working Policy 
1013 RESOLVED: 

1. That the Lone Working Policy should be adopted by the Parish Council. 
2. That the Lone working Policy should be reviewed by Scrutiny Committee at 

the same time as the Council’s Health and Safety Policy. 
 

 Minute 98.09- Payphone in the Village Hall 
1014 RESOLVED: 

That the Payphone in the foyer of the Village Hall is removed due to lack of usage 
and in order to save around £300 per year in associated running costs. 
 

 Minute 99.09 – Bridge at Church Close 
1015 RESOLVED: 

1. That the Parish Council appoints HDC Response Team to undertake the 
necessary reparation works to the bridge and the pathway on the far side of 
the bridge at a cost of £1,969. 

2. That the remaining £868 allocated in the Section 137 for the restoration of the 
bridge is used, with the balance (£1,101) is met from the General Recreational 
Maintenance budget. 
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1016 SCHEDULE OF PAYMENTS 

 
The Parish Manager presented the schedule of payments made since the 8 October 
2009 meeting of the Parish Council which were received and accepted unanimously. 
 

1017 REPORTS FROM OUTSIDE BODIES 
 

 Councillor Bannister produced a written report on the AGM of South Leicestershire 
citizens Advice Bureau (CAB) which he had attended on behalf of the Parish Council. 
He also summarised the report, noting that the year had been both successful in terms 
of funding received and by the number of clients who had been assisted. Enquiries to 
CAB had increased by 29% during the last year, mainly in relation to debt, benefits and 
employment issues. 

  
 Councillor Grafton-Reed reported that the Broughton Astley Rural Healthcheck Action 

Group had raised a cheque for £937 to Leicestershire County Council to support the 
restoration of the Elm Trees in Sutton in the Elms.  The group has received a letter of 
thanks from the residents. 

  
1018 PLANNING AND LICENSING COMMITTEE 
  

Members received and accepted the Minutes of the Planning and Licensing Committee 
meetings held on 5 October and 2 November and the schedule of planning applications 
determined since the 8 October 2009 meeting of the Parish Council.  
 

1019 PROPOSED PARKING RESTRICTIONS- DUNTON ROAD/CROFT WAY 
 
Members considered a letter from Leicestershire County Council in respect to the 
proposed no waiting at any time restrictions at Dunton Road and Croft Way. Members 
considered that whilst the proposed restrictions were welcome, they would not solve the 
issues of parking and traffic flow in the area particularly at peak times. 
Councillor Porter observed that the restrictions would only enforce the legal 
requirement not to park at junctions, and felt that in order to be effective further 
restrictions would be required. 
Councillor Golding remarked that the Police were unlikely to enforce the no waiting at 
any time restriction, but it is anticipated that once the proposed restriction and traffic 
management measures are introduced in the Village Centre, the enforcement officers 
from Harborough District Council would patrol the area. 
Councillor Whiffin suggested that it would be more useful to continue the no waiting 
restrictions up to the bus stop on the east side of Croft Way, and also along to the 
junction of Lea Close on the west side of Croft Way. 
Members also considered that the restrictions would have a ‘knock on’ effect further 
north on Croft Way, and that because of this no waiting restrictions should also be 
placed around the junction of Townsend Close. 
As the majority of long-term parked cars belonged to Post Office workers and other 
office staff, these people may wish to contact either the local postmaster or the 
Landlord of the Red Admiral to reach an agreement over the use of his car park in the 
mornings. 
 

1020 RESOLVED: 
That the Parish Council should write to Leicestershire County Council; making 
the following comments: 
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1. The Parish Council welcomes the introduction of no waiting at any time 
restrictions around the junctions of Croft Way and Lea Close. However in its 
opinion the restrictions should be extended to the bus stop on the east side 
of Croft Way and also along to the junction of Lea Close on the west side of 
Croft Way. 

2. The Parish Council considers that the restrictions would have a ‘knock on’ 
effect further north on Croft Way, and that because of this no waiting 
restrictions should also be placed around the junction of Townsend Close. 

  
1021 PLAYGROUND EQUIPMENT WORKING GROUP 
 Members received the draft Terms of Reference which had been produced by the 

Parish Manager of Members behalf and agreed that the Members who volunteer to join 
the Working Group should considered these and amend as appropriate. The volunteers 
were Councillors Porter, Gamble, Whiffin and Grafton-Reed.   
The Chairman informed the meeting that John Parrott, Landscape Officer at 
Harborough District Council had offered to join the group.  He also requested that every 
effort is made to ensure a younger member of either the BAIT Young Peoples or 
Leisure and Events Community Action Teams’ is invited to join the group. 

  
1022 OTHER MATTERS 

No other matters were raised. 
  
1023 MEMBERS’ MOTIONS FOR NEXT PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 

None received. 
  

The meeting closed at 8.12pm 
 

  
Minutes approved and accepted as correct 

 
........................................................... 

Chairman 
 

Dated .................................. 
  

 


