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MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 
HELD ON THURSDAY 12 MARCH 2009  

AT THE VILLAGE HALL, STATION ROAD, BROUGHTON ASTLEY 
 

PRESENT: Councillors P Dann, (Vice Chairman) R H Capewell, C Grafton-Reed, N D 
Bannister, C Evans, Miss J Gamble, Miss N Smith, Mrs M Stell, and P Whiffin, C Porter, S Page 
and M Willmott. 
 
Also present: Trevor McIlvaine, Group Manager South, Leicestershire Fire and Rescue Service 
and Mr Norman, Mr Stilling, Mr Clegg, Mr Codd, Miss Raine, Mr Colin and Mrs Judy Robinson 
(Broughton Astley residents) 
 
759 APOLOGIES 
 Councillors: C Golding (Chairman), Mrs M Kelman, A J Rowe, and D G Brown, 

Apologies were also accepted from County Councillor Bill Liquorish 
 

 In the absence of the Chairman Councillor Dann, Vice Chairman, chaired the meeting. 
 

760 DECLARATIONS OF MEMBERS’ INTERESTS 
 

 Declarations of personal interest were received from Cllr Page in relation to the Executive 
Minutes 19.09 due to his being an allotment holder and to Minute 21.09 due to being a 
Governor at Thomas Estley Community College. 
 

761 MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 27 JANUARY 2009 
 

 Councillor Grafton-Reed moved and Councillor Gamble seconded confirmation and 
adoption of the Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 27 January 2009 which 
were approved and accepted unanimously. 
 

762 TREVOR MCILVAINE, GROUP MANAGER SOUTH, LEICESTERSHIRE FIRE AND 
RESCUE SERVICE 
 

 Trevor McIlvaine began his presentation by thanking the Parish Council for the opportunity 
to provide them with a report on current service response times and operational 
improvements which are based on a risk management assessment of annual attendance 
times. He was satisfied that 85 -89% of the under 10 minute target was being achieved, 
although the service also sought to improve these times, but were hampered by limited 
resources. 
Latest performance figures available showed: 

 S Leicester Hinckley Lutterworth 

Average response time 6.76 mins 6.87 mins 10.14 mins 

Average time to 
(Broughton Astley) 

13 mins 14 mins 14 mins 

The response times from these stations were shown to vary slightly dependent on whether 
a Full Time crew or a retained crew is on duty. 
He explained that Broughton Astley was covered by 3 main Fire Stations at present 
Leicester South, Hinckley and Lutterworth, and that at present there were no plans to 
introduce a station in Broughton Astley. If there was a requirement due to population 
growth, a retained station would be the only option. 
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The station at Lutterworth was fairly unique, in that it served a large section of motorway.  
Because of this factor, the Fire and Rescue Service had plans to retain more staff in the 
surrounding areas, to provide a larger pool of retain staff who could operate in times of 
need. 
Trevor explained the numbers of incidents the Fire and Rescue Service had been called 
out to deal with in Broughton Astley had reduced considerably over the years via a 

programme of public education, in fact down from 43  to 21 calls annually  in the last 
5 years. 
Trevor completed his presentation by offering to provide a tour of one of the local Fire 
Station for Parish Councillors, to enable them to see at first hand the standard and type of 
equipment required by a modern and well equipped Fire and Rescue Service. 

 
763 Members questions to Trevor McIlvaine 

Q. Did Trevor consider that if a station were to be re-introduced it would have retained 
status?  
YES 
 
Q. Did Trevor believe that a community Safety Group would benefit from having a member 
of the Fire & Rescue Service on the group? 
YES Certainly – there is a specialist Community Safety Support Team for this 
purpose 
 
Q If the service was unable to respond in the crucial 10 minutes there is a potential for 
loss of life.  How should the Parish Council lobby for change in the present structure? 
It is recognised that pockets exist where consistently high response times are 
difficult to achieve and that the Parish Council should make representation to the 
fire authority. 
 
Agreed: The Parish Council should make representation to the fire authority on the 
improvement of response times. 
 
Councillor Dann expressed the gratitude of the Parish Council for such an informative 
presentation and Trevor McIlvaine left the meeting. 
 

 PROGRESS AGAINST OUTANDING RESOLUTIONS 
 

 
764 
 
 
765 
 
 
766 
 
 
767 
 
 

Minute 465.08 relocation of boundary fence – six Acres 
Letter still to be sent to residents 
 
Minute 600.08 Trials bike course 
Councillor Bill Liquorish is pursuing this  
 
Minute 632.08 – Village Hall underused capacity 
Parish Manager requested to produce an up to date report on use of The Cottage 
 
Minute 721.08 – Bridge Church Close 
Still awaiting the report from the Structural Engineer engaged.  Advice from Local 
Authority Advisory Service is mixed and that should we be seen to take control of the 
bridge i.e. repairs/signs etc we may be seen as having responsibility. They suggest that a 
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768 

once the results of the report are available, if major or long term repairs are required local 
trust or charity could be formed, which would be applicable for grants to repair and 
maintain the bridge.  Heritage Society approached (initially seem favourable to idea) 
 
Minute 715.08 - Noticeboard 
No feedback received via Broughton Matters as yet. 
 

 CHAIRMANS TIME 
 

769 Dog Shows 
Councillor Dann explained that a letter had been received recently from the Wiemaraner 
Dog Club, requesting permission to hold a Dog Show within the Village Hall.  Councillor 
Dann said that because the Parish Council had no policy in place that the matter would 
need to be considered carefully, looking at whether current Terms and Conditions of hire 
may need to be amended to accommodate the request. 
 
Councillor Grafton-Reed informed the meeting that the Lutterworth Sports Centre had just 
introduced a new policy to stop holding dog shows, and agreed to supply a copy in order 
for it to be considered, with the results of benchmarking with other Parish Councils. He 
requested that the Parish Manager then prepare a report for Executive Committee to 
consider. 
 
Agreed:  That a report on the running of Dog Shows within the Village Hall is 
presented at the next Executive Committee meeting. 
 

 
 
 
770 

Councillor Stell declared a personal interest in this matter due to her membership 
of the Broughton Astley Twinning Association (BATON) 
 
Twinning Association 
The Chairman explained that a letter (a copy of which was circulated to all) has been 
received from BATON requesting an amendment to their constitution relating to the 
Management Committee.  The proposed change would enable a nominated member (s) to 
act as President of the Management Committee rather than the Chairman only. 
 
Following positive discussion it was unanimously agreed that this was a sensible solution 
which would enable any Councillor with a particular interest in Twinning to become 
President of the association. 
 
RESOLVED: That the Parish Council should write to the Secretary of BATON 
informing her of the Parish Council agreement to the proposed amendment to the 
constitution. 
 

771 PUBLIC FORUM 
The Public Forum opened at 7.55 pm.  
 

772 Mr Ivor Norman of 120 Leicester Road Sutton in the Elms 
 
Mr Norman requested confirmation of the term ‘Trials Bikes’.  The Parish Manager was 
able to confirm that they are BMX type bicycles used for negotiating obstacles such as 
logs and tyres on a set course and that they are not motorised in any way. 
Mr Norman requested confirmation of the Parish Council’s objection to the proposed 
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leisure development at Sutton in the Elms, as the original statement opposing major 
developments had not included this application. 
 
Councillor Whiffin responded on behalf of the Planning Committee responded that the 
Committee had met in an additional session on 9th March to record its objections to the 
application, and that the minute would be on the website for public viewing by the end of 
the week. 
 
The Chairman reminded Mr Norman that the Parish Council was a consultee and that the 
ultimate decision would be made by the Planning Committee at Harborough District 
Council who would make their decision based on policy, reports and evidence received. 
Objections from any consultee or any resident will also be available for all members of the 
Planning Committee to examine.   
 
Councillor Grafton-Reed reminded all those present that the deadline for consultation is 
16th March 2009. 
 

773 Mr Clegg of 3 Hall Farm Crescent  
 Mr Clegg began his representation by saying that in his opinion the relationship between 

the Broughton Astley Safety Group which he represented, and the Parish Council was not 
good from  2 points: 
The adoption of a draft Terms of Reference supplied by the Parish Manager in February 
2008 was not considered a priority when the group first started meeting. Other priorities 
were getting to know partners and more about residents’ issues. 
The recording in the Parish Council minutes that the open public meeting on 22/1/09 was 
poorly attended, and that there was very little mention of anti-social behaviour, graffiti and 
vandalism. Whilst it was true there were only 8 members of the public present, 9 
representatives from agencies attended with useful discussions taking place on traffic, 
village centre issues, highways, Sutton in the Elms, and drinking in public. 
 
The members of the group also considered that the article produced by the Parish Manger 
in Broughton Matters which stated The Parish Council has, through the Harborough 
District Crime and Disorder Partnership, secured the installation of a temporary CCTV 
camera in the Village Centre was not a good representation and that the group had 
directly brought about the installation of the CCTV camera. 
 

 In response Councillor Dann pointed out that the Parish Council had in fact been working 
the Community Safety Partnership and the Co-op Store since 2006 to bring about the 
return of the camera, but that certainly pressure from the group had helped. 

  
774 Mr Codd of 99 Main Street 
 Mr Codd said that in the opinion of the group members, the Parish Council was trying to 

impose their own Terms and Conditions and agenda on them, compromising their 
independence.  The main concerns were related to media control and the obligations that 
the group would have in order to secure funding.  Mr Codd referred to the summary of 
advice provided the day before (and circulated by the Parish Manager on behalf of the 
group) from both the National and Harborough District Compact on mutual shared vision, 
joint undertakings and equal value of partners. Mr Codd said that the group was aware of 
the recommendations made by Executive Committee for the future of the group, and that 
they were disappointed that the Parish Council appear to be withdrawing its support. 
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 In response Councillor Dann replied that the Parish Council  were not seeking to discredit 
the group and were very keen that the group should become involved in the proposed 
BAIT community team on ‘Safe and Secure Communities’ where members would and 
have the opportunity of support from other teams and become involved in the many cross-
cutting initiatives. However, the Parish Council has no intention on forcing this issue and 
that if the group wish to remain an independent body; with their own terms of reference 
they were able to do so. 
 

775 Councillor Smith reiterated that the issue around media control is due to the requirements 
of Section 17 of the Crime and Disorder Act for a clear audit trail. For this reason all media 
releases must be issued through the partnership, particularly on sensitive issues such as 
the use of CCTV. It was usual for either a representative of the District Council or other 
partner to act as the media officer for the partnership. 
 
Likewise provision of funding through Section 17, is dependant on the alignment of any 
organisation to the Community Safety Partnership to ensure an audit trail. 
 
Councillor Smith said that she had amended the original Terms of Reference supplied by 
the Parish Manager in order to ensure that in issues of media and funding the Community 
Safety Partnership would not be compromised. 
 

776 Councillor Grafton-Reed suggested that other sources of funding are available through 
Section 137 of the LGA or through Charitable organisations. 
 

777 In relation to the Terms of Reference again, Mr Clegg said there remains confusion and 
breakdown in communication on whether the ones adopted by the group on 10 December 
were provided to the Parish Council.  When asked which version the Parish Council has in 
its possession the Parish Manager responded that she has a set which are headed ‘draft’.  
If these are in fact the adopted Terms of Reference the Parish Council would not be 
required to comment on them.  
 

778 Councillor Bannister asked Mr Codd what was it about the Terms of Reference that the 
group found objectionable, to which Mr Codd responded that they did not fit the purpose of 
the group which had changed since its original formation. 

  
779 Councillor Dann asked Mr Codd or Mr Clegg to confirm that they wouldn’t want to form a 

satellite of the District Group to which the response was that they did not want to be part 
of a district or Parish Council group, and wanted to retain their independence. 

780  
The Public Forum closed at  8.25 pm. 

  
 COUNTY COUNCILLORS’ REPORT 
781 Councillor Liquorish submitted a written report which was relayed by the Chairman. 

 
The Old Bakery 
I have been told that the owners have made enquiries regarding a mortuary and Chapel of 
Rest at the site.  The Officer responsible will inform me if an application to move bodies is 
made. 
 
Village Centre Car Park 
The Car Parks Manager has informed me that he is examining the imposition of time 
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limited parking and alterations within the site including the recycling area. 
 
Croft Way / Dunton Road TRO 
I will be formally raising the delay in implementation at the next forum on 1st July 2009.  
Other problems including the one way system in the village Centre and the need for 
additional salt bins on Dunton Road and Croft Way will also be covered. 
 

782 Councillor Smith explained that she personally raised the issues of parking and 
congestion around the Dunton Road/Croft Way with the Police and County Council with 
the help of PCSO Neil Patel, and that it could be up to 2 years before a TRO is granted. 
She explained that there was a lack of enforcement resources and would continue to 
lobby the County Council to increase enforcement budget.  She said she would continue 
to liaise with the Parish Manager to ensure all are kept informed, and that this type of 
issue was one that the proposed ‘Safe and Secure Communities’ community action team 
could lead on in future. 
 

783 Councillor Porter remarked that the lack of enforcement resources could in a worst case 
scenario result in a death (which might help them change their minds) and that the Parish 
Council should continue to lobby for more resources to be directed to Broughton Astley. 

784  
DISTRICT COUNCILLOR’S REPORTS 

 None presented 
  
 SCRUTINY COMMITTEE 

 
785 Councillor Porter moved and Councillor Smith seconded confirmation and adoption of the 

Minutes of the Scrutiny Committee of 16 February 2009. 
 

 Minute 84.09 – Section 17 Crime and Disorder Act 
786 NOTED:    Members examined a spreadsheet detailing new resolutions and policies 

from the 11 December 2008 and 27 January 2009 Parish Council meetings in order 
to assess the impact on crime and disorder, and the actions required to prevent or 
limit any negative impact created by these resolutions. They considered that Nos: 
708 Street Cleansing, and 718 Street Cleansing and Grounds Maintenance would 
have a positive effect on the reduction of crime and disorder within the Parish. 
 

 Minute 85.09 – Mini audit of financial transactions 
787 RESOLVED: That the review of the mini audit report should be postponed until the 

next Scrutiny meeting on 23 March 2009. 
 

788 Minute 86.09 Review of audit report on allotments management 
RESOLVED: That the Executive committee review the pricing structure for the  
allotments. 
 

 Minute 87.09 Review of Terms and Conditions of allotments 
789 RESOLVED: That the Terms and Conditions for the Allotments be accepted without 

amendment. 
 

 Minute 88.09 – Review of Broughton Matters publication policy 
790 RESOLVED: That –  

a) an annual review of the publication policy be made.  
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b) Councillors C Porter and P Whiffin be appointed to the Broughton Matters 
editorial group for alternate issues.  

c) a profile of one Councillor be made, written by that Councillor, to be 
published in each issue of Broughton Matters, or an article on an interesting 
topic or village interest. 

d) an invitation be made to the Fire Service and Ambulance service to place an 
article about themselves in one of the issues. 

e) Councillor Mrs N Smith provide an article on Neighbourhood Watch for the 
May/June publication of Broughton Matters. 

 
 Minute 89.09 – Manual Handling Policy 
791 RESOLVED: That the draft Health and Safety Lifting and Handling policy be 

accepted. 
 

 EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
 

792 Councillor Bannister moved and Councillor Grafton-Reed seconded confirmation and 
adoption of the Minutes of the Executive Committee of 25 February 2009. 

  
 Minute 13.09 Staff workload 
793 RESOLVED: That Personnel Sub Committee review the workload and hours 

required by the office staff within six months. 
 

 Minute 14.09 – Section 137 application 
794 RESOLVED: That the Parish Council makes a contribution of £276 towards the 

costs of the production staged in the Village Hall as part of Leicester Comedy 
Festival; via Section 137 of the Local Government Act 

  
 Minute 18.09 – Broughton Astley Safety Group 
795 RESOLVED: 

1. That the receipt of the letter of 24th February 2009 is acknowledged. 
2. That BASG are invited to attend the forthcoming Community Participation event 

in order to join the ‘Safe and Secure Communities’ Community Action Team. 
3. That BASG are informed that if they did not wish to align themselves with (2) 

above, there is no reason why they should not continue as an independent 
community group, and that they should continue to communicate on safety 
issues through the Parish Council office. 

 
 Minute 19.09 – Review of allotment rents 
796 RESOLVED:  

1. That the Parish Council notifies the plot holders at Western Willows Allotment 
Site of the increases in rent: October 2010 - full plot £1.50 increase (£18.00); half 
plot £.50p increase (£9.00); over 65’s £1.00 increase (£12.00); and of the reason 
why the rents need to be increased. 

2. That further increases will be made in October 2012 -  full plot £2.00 increase 
(£20.00); half plot £1.00 increase (£10.00); over 65’s £1.00 increase (£13.00)  

3. That another review of rents should be undertaken in March 2011, following the 
notification of lease rental increases by Leicestershire County Council. 

 
 Minute 20.09 – Creation of turning head at cemetery 
797 RESOLVED: 
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That DTM Garden Landscapes are appointed to undertake the works necessary in 
relation to the construction of a turning head at Frolesworth Road Cemetery 

  
 Minute 21.09 – Youth Shelter fencing 

798 RECOMMENDED: 
1. That the Parish Manager contacts REKK the manufacturer of the Youth Shelter 

to request that advice on alternative fencing methods is provided. 
2. That the Parish Manager writes to the Chair of Governors at TECC to ask what 

they consider would be the most suitable method of fencing the area and also 
advise them that more research is being undertaken into alternative methods of 
fencing before any actual groundworks are undertaken. 

 
 PARISH MEETING 
799 Members received and accepted the minutes of the Parish Meeting held on 28 February 

2008 in order to allow residents to express their views on 3 major development proposals.   
 

 SCHEDULE OF PAYMENTS 
 

800 The Parish Manager presented the schedule of payments made since the 27 January 
2009 meeting of the Parish Council, which were received and accepted. 
 

 REPORTS FROM OUTSIDE BODIES 
 

801 Councillor Smith reported that she had attended a long but very useful meeting of the 
National Association of Local Gardeners. She reiterated that whilst some associations 
were unhappy with their relationship with their Parish Councils, generally Broughton Astley 
should be proud of its relationship.  She has agreed as Parish representative to attend the 
national presentation ceremony in June in order to receive the Harold Todd Memorial 
Trophy. 
 

802 Councillor Smith had also agreed to attend the AGM of Neighbourhood Watch, where 
Louise Casey a Home Office spokesperson is to be the guest speaker. Councillor Smith 
said she had also been involved with trying to trace registered local groups to ascertain 
whether they are still active and to build capacity in ones that are still operating. 

  
 PLANNING AND LICENSING APPLICATIONS 

 
803 Members received and accepted the Minutes of the Planning and Licensing Committee 

meetings held on 16 February and 2 March 2009 and the schedule of planning 
applications determined since the 27 January 2009 meeting of the Parish Council.  
 

 Community Engagement Strategy 
804  

Members received a draft of a Community Engagement Strategy produced by the Parish 
Manager.  Members agreed that the consultation with, and subsequent input of 
Harborough District Council’s Communication and Consultation Officer had been valuable 
in terms of both content and partnership working. 
 
Councillor Smith said that she welcomed the introduction of a strategic approach to 
community engagement, and reiterated that in her professional capacity, working for 
Leicestershire Police, great efforts were being made to ensure that the community does 
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not suffer from ‘consultation fatigue’ and that important information which will improve the 
wellbeing of the community is being shared. 
 
Councillor Grafton-Reed asked that the document should be reviewed after a period of 12 
months.  This was considered to be enough time to make significant progress. 
 

805 RESOLVED: 
1. That the Parish Council should adopt the Community Engagement Strategy 
2. That the community Engagement Strategy should be reviewed by Scrutiny 

Committee in 12 months. 
 

806 MEMBERS’ MOTIONS FOR NEXT PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 
 
No motions were received.   
 

 The meeting closed at 8.45 pm 
 

  
Minutes approved and accepted as correct 

 
 

........................................................... 
 

Chairman 
 

Dated .................................. 

 


