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MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 
HELD ON THURSDAY 11 MARCH 2010  

AT THE VILLAGE HALL, STATION ROAD, BROUGHTON ASTLEY 
 
PRESENT: Councillors C Golding (Chairman), P Dann, A J Rowe. N D Bannister, Mrs L 
Blockley, R H Capewell, C Porter, C Evans, Miss J Gamble and Mrs M Stell  
 
Also present: Councillor Mark Graves 
 
Members of the public present: Mrs Bend, Mr & Mrs Robinson, Mr G Dryden, Mr R Patrick, 
Mr J Bateman (all Broughton Astley residents) 
 
Clerk: Parish Manager Christine Lord  
 
1075 APOLOGIES 

 
 Apologies were accepted from C Grafton-Reed, D G Brown, P Whiffin & Miss N Smith. 

 
Apologies were also accepted from County Councillor Bill Liquorish 
 

1076 DECLARATIONS OF MEMBERS’ INTERESTS 
 

 A declaration of personal interest was received from Cllr Gamble in respect to Executive 
Minute 19.10 due to the proximity of her residence to the Recreation ground. 
 

1077 CO-OPTION OF NEW COUNCILLOR 
 
The Chairman welcomed all 3 candidates and thanked them for putting themselves 
forward for election.  He provided them with the opportunity to address the meeting, and 
Mr Bateman did so. He reiterated that a voting process would take place and that the 
candidate elected must receive an overall majority of the votes. 
The vote was taken by secret ballot, over 3 rounds.  As a result of the ballot process 
Russell Patrick of 34 Cookes Drive Broughton Astley was co-opted to represent Astley 
Ward until the next full election in May 2011. 
Councillor Patrick then signed the Declaration of Office and joined the meeting. 
 

1078 RESOLVED: That Russell Patrick of 34 Cookes Drive Broughton Astley should be 
co-opted to represent Astley Ward until the next full election in May 2011. 

  
1079 MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 28 JANUARY 2010 

 
Councillor Bannister moved and Councillor Gamble seconded confirmation and adoption 
of the Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 28 January 2010 which were 
approved and accepted unanimously. 
 

1080 PROGRESS AGAINST OUTANDING RESOLUTIONS 
 

 A report of progress in completing Parish Council resolutions was accepted unanimously. 
 

1081 CHAIRMANS TIME 
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 Have Your Say meeting 

The Chairman informed the meeting that the next Broughton Astley Have Your Say 
meeting takes place at 7.00pm on 17 March at Thomas Estley Community College. The 
agenda includes a question time, police priorities and news on the ‘your voice your choice’ 
community project funding scheme. 
 

 Public Conveniences – Village Centre 
The Chairman drew attention to recent local newspaper articles that have outlined the 
District Council’s proposals to close a number of public conveniences across the district in 
order to reduce expenditure – the one at Orchard Road car park is included in the 
proposals.  The Parish Council have been requested to consider taking full costs and 
responsibility for the facility. In order to enable Members to make a more informed 
decision about the implications, background information on costs, usage and asb 
associated with the facility has been requested. Any costs involved during 2010/11 would 
have to be met from the existing Precept.  
Following a brief discussion the Parish Manager was requested to write to Harborough 
District Council to request that the public convenience should be kept open until the Parish 
Council had considered the implications of the proposal on 15 April 2010. The Chairman 
assured all present that the issue would be debated at the Executive Committee and in full 
at the next Parish Council meeting.  
 
Agreed: That the Parish Manager should write to Harborough District Council to 
request that the public convenience should be kept open until the Parish Council 
had considered the implications of the proposal on 15 April 2010. 
 

 Anaerobic digester application 
The Chairman announced that the latest news that we have on the application is that the 
date for its determination has been deferred until 22 April 2010. He stressed that the 
Planning & Licensing Committee have already submitted their objections to both the 
District and County Council and that any individual comments should be submitted 
formally to both. 
 

 Hanging baskets/planters 
The Chairman informed the meeting that the Deputy Clerk was at present examining 
quotations received for the supply and watering of hanging baskets around the Village. 
One option being presented for consideration is for the supply of silk arrangements, and a 
demonstration basket has been provided. He asked that Members (and residents) let the 
Deputy Clerk have their views on the hanging basket at the front of the Alan Talbott Room 
once the have seen it in daylight. 
 

 Award for Parish Council website 
The Chairman said he was pleased to say that the Parish Council received the ‘Oscar’ for 
the Best Freedom of Information Section at the Leicestershire Parish Councils website 
awards ceremony.  The Parish Council was commended on the quality of information 
which is publishes, using links from different pages to feed into the FOI Scheme and its 
openness with the list of policies and procedures it publishes for public consumption. 
 
There are now 171 active parish websites, which received a total of 1.54 million hits last 
year, which goes to show the importance of keeping the website as up to date and 
relevant as possible. 
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 Allotment – planning application 

The Parish Council has now submitted an application for the extension of the allotment 
plot at Western Willows on land at present used as home pasture by Mr Bodycote. The 
application is likely to be considered at the end of end of April.  Once planning permission 
is given work can begin to design the new plots. 

  
 Parish Manager – Annual leave 

The Chairman asked Members to note that the Parish Manager is having a weeks leave 
from 15 – 19 March. Please contact Debbie with any issues which may arise during this 
time. 
 

1082 PUBLIC FORUM 
 

 The Chairman suspended the normal business of the Council at 7.55 pm and opened the 
Public Forum. 
 
Mrs Bend of Leicester Road, Sutton in the Elms asked if the overgrown brambles outside 
the fence at the junction of Leicester road/Broughton Way could be trimmed down. The 
Chairman responded that they were likely to be the responsibility to Leicestershire County 
Council, but that the Parish Council would raise the issue through Councillor Liquorish. 
Mrs Bend also remarked that the was a large amount of tree debris on the ground outside 
the field owned by Leicestershire County Council near to the Residential Home.  She 
asked whether the removal of this could also be requested. 
The Chairman confirmed that it would also be raised and that Mrs Bend would be kept 
informed of progress. 
 
Mr Graves of Millbrook Close Broughton Astley  raised his concern that there was a lack 
of representation in Astley Ward by Councillors who live in the Ward. He said that local 
knowledge was vital in order to represent young families in this self-contained estate. He 
announced that he would put himself forward for election to represent Astley Ward at the 
next opportunity and that in his opinion the Ward must be represented by 4 people who 
live in the Ward. 
 
The Chairman responded by stating that he had spoken to the Head of Legal Services at 
Harborough District Council to clarify the issue of representation and that he was satisfied 
that the Parish Council had acted properly and in the best interests of the wider 
community with regard to the co-option process. Candidates must meet certain criteria for 
election as Parish Councillors, and all who had put themselves forward had met this 
criteria. 
As a result of the Local Government Act 1972 and the review by the Boundary Committee 
for England, a report had been produced recommending that Broughton Astley should be  
split in to four electoral Wards, but not that a Councillor must live in the Ward they 
represent. Any person who wishes to change this law must apply to the Electoral 
Commission. 
Councillor Golding offered his personal support and best wishes to the newly elected 
members for Astley Ward and to those current Members who give their time freely and 
carry out their duties to the best of their abilities irrespective of where they live. He also 
reiterated that there would be an opportunity to align the Wards and for other residents to 
seek election to the Parish Council at the next full election in May 2011. 
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Mr Graves responded by stating that he had not said that the Parish Council had broken 
any rules and the Chairman accepted this point. 
 
Mr Bateman of Netherfield Close Broughton Astley informed the meeting that there had 
been a considerable amount of flytipping (bathrooms suites etc) in Cottage Lane over the 
past couple of weeks. The Chairman responded by saying that the Enforcement Officers 
at Harborough District Council would be notified of this. 
 
Public Forum closed at 8.07pm and the Parish Council Meeting resumed. 
 

1083 COUNTY COUNCILLORS REPORT  
 

 Councillor Bill Liquorish submitted a written report which was relayed to the meeting by 
the Chairman. 

1. Dunton Road/ Croft Way -  I have given my approval for the next stage, which is to 
advertise the proposed scheme, which includes asking for any further objections, the 
Parish Council will  of course be kept informed of the different stages.  

2. Top of Dunton Road Flooding problems -  fingers crossed it would seem that different 
measures taking place are beginning to have some effect on the problems, both Colin 
Golding and myself will still be keeping a watchful eye on the situation.  

3. I have asked Clive Howe for an update on any advance proposals for possible traffic 
management schemes for the village centre, no response available at this time.  

4. Regarding the safe crossings near to the Schools on Station Road outside the Village 
Hall and Cosby Road near to the Bulls Head Pub, I am actively  asking that if not  
covered by crossing wardens, then other means are put into place, and BAIT are 
giving their backing also.  

5. Update on the proposed changes to the M1 Junction 19 Catthorpe which may be of 
interest to those using this route on a regular basis.  

Following consultation on options for in 2008 and announcement of a preferred option in 
2009, the Secretary of State for Transport has now published formal proposals for the 
improvement scheme to M1 Junction 19.  Comments are to be received by 21 May 2010.  

  
The proposals are contained in draft Orders under provisions of the Highways Act 1980, 
  which provide detailed drawings of the scheme together with an Explanatory Statement 
explaining the reason for the proposals and an Environmental Statement, which 
summarises the impact of the proposals on the surrounding area.  
The Highways Agency is holding a public exhibition of the proposals at Lilbourne Village 
Hall on 12th and 13th March and at Swinford Village Hall, on Fri 19th and Sat 20th March 
2010. Members of the project team will be available to answer questions on the proposals. 
 

1084 Questions for County Councillor 
 Councillor Blockley requested that Councillor Liquorish should provide an update on the 

progress made with the re-naming of Leicester Road, Sutton-in-the-Elms 
 
The Parish Manager agreed to pursue this with Councillor Liquorish. 
 

1085 DISTRICT COUNCILLORS REPORTS 
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Councillor Dann 

 Councillor Dann reminded the meeting that a Your Voice Your Choice event would be held 
at the Village Hall on 22 April.  The workshops run by the County Council would enable 
groups in the community to bid for funding of up to £20,000 for community 
development/improvement projects. 
 
Councillor Dann announced that Harborough District Council had adopted a new system 
and timetable for the allocation of Section 106 funding.  He said that the Parish Council 
would need to work closely with the District Council to ensure that the new system is 
advertised widely in the community to ensure local groups can benefit. 
 
Councillor Golding remarked that it will also be important for the Parish Council to base its 
major improvement projects around the timetable in order to benefit from Section 106 
funding. 
 

 Councillor Graves 
 Councillor Graves detailed the following improvements in Astley Ward: 

 Hallbrook School waiting restriction line repainted and extended 

 School sign replaced 

 Bushes cut back in Pinel Close and Byre Crescent 

 A patch of black ice at the junction of Byre Crescent nearest to the traffic lights has 
caused several accidents.  The County Council have said that upgrading the gritting 
schedule would be contrary to policy but that it might be possible to site an additional 
grit bin at the location. 

 
In response Councillor Blockley requested that Parish Councillors representing the Ward 
are kept informed on the progress with Ward issues. 

  
 SCRUTINY COMMITTEE 

 
1086 Councillor Porter moved and Councillor Blockley seconded confirmation and adoption of 

the Minutes of the Scrutiny Committee held on 1 March 2010. 
 

 Minute 149.10 – quarterly mini audit of financial transactions 
1087 Councillor Porter requested that the wording of the recommendation was amended slightly 

to read: 
RESOLVED: 
1. That the mini audit of financial transactions be accepted. 
2. That on an annual basis a comparison of three companies is made to ensure 

that we get best value for money on total purchases of over the value of £500.00 
per annum. 

 
 Minute 150.10 – review of Members training needs assessment 
1088 RESOLVED: 

That the Members training needs assessment be adopted. 
 

 Minute 151.10 - progress made against recommendations of the Internal Auditor 
1089 RESOLVED:  

1. That the progress made against recommendations of the Auditor be accepted. 
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2. That a regular update on progress made against the recommendations of the 
Auditor be presented to the Scrutiny Committee. 

 
 Minute 152.10 – Risk Management Audit 
1090 RESOLVED: 

1. That the Risk Management Audit be received and accepted. 
2. That the action plan progress be accepted.   
3. That Harborough District Council be contacted to enquire as to who provides 

their Risk Management training. 
  
 Minute 153.10 – Review of Internal Controls 
1091 RESOLVED: 

That the Internal Controls need no amendment and be accepted 
  
1092 EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

 
 Councillor Bannister moved and Councillor Gamble seconded confirmation and adoption 

of the Minutes of the Executive Committee held on 24 February 2010.   
1.  

 Minute 14.10 – Treasury Management Policy 
1093 RESOLVED: 

1. That the Parish Council adopts the revised Treasury Management Strategy 
2. That once adopted, the Executive Committee reviews the Treasury Management 

Strategy on an annual basis. 
 

 Minute 15.10 – Appointment of Internal Auditor 
1094 RESOLVED: 

1. That the Welland Consortium is appointed to undertake risk based audits of the 
Parish Council internal control systems, policies and procedures during the 
year 2010-11. 

2. That the Welland Consortium is engaged as Internal Auditor in relation to the 
submission of the Annual Return for 2009-10. 

  
 Minute 16.10 – Financial Regulations 
1095 RESOLVED: That the Parish Council’s Financial Regulations 2008 should not be 

amended until the new Model Standing Orders are adopted later in 2010 
  
 Minute 18.10 - Appointment of a Formal Parish Council representative on Broughton 

Astley Twinning Association (BATON) 
1096 RESOLVED: 

1. That Councillor Maureen Stell is appointed as the Parish Council’s official 
representative on the Broughton Astley Twinning Association (BATON) for an 
initial period of 6 months. 

2. That the arrangement is reviewed on an annual basis each October. 
  
 Minute 19.10 – Youth Activities at the Recreation Ground 
1097 RESOLVED: That the Parish Council supports the Youth Service by allowing access 

to the Recreation Ground to enable the Youth activities to take place on the last 
Friday of each month. 

  
 Minute 20.10 – Quotations for new swings at the Recreation Ground 
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1098 RESOLVED: That the quotation for the supply of new swings for the Recreation 
Ground at the cost of £11,232.00 from Playground supplies should be accepted. 

 
1099 

 
SCHEDULE OF PAYMENTS 
 
The Parish Manager presented the schedule of payments made since the 28 January 
2010 meeting of the Parish Council which were received and accepted unanimously. 

  
1100 REPORTS FROM OUTSIDE BODIES 

Reports on a CPRE training course and from the BAIT Community meeting where 
submitted by Councillor Blockley.  Councillor Golding thanked Councillor Blockley for all 
her efforts. 

  
1101 PLANNING AND LICENSING COMMITTEE 
 Members received and accepted the Minutes of the Planning and Licensing Committee 

meetings held on 1 and 15 February and 1 March 2010 and the schedule of planning 
applications determined since the 28 January 2010 meeting of the Parish Council.  
 

 Councillor Bannister expressed his thanks for the efforts made by the Planning & 
Licensing Committee in relation to their comprehensive response to Anaerobic Digester 
application; and in particular to Councillor Brown for representing the Parish Council at the 
various meetings. 

  
 CONSULTATION ON THE TRANSFER OF TEN LEICESTERSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL 

RESIDENTIAL CARE HOMES 
 The Parish Council has been invited to participate in a consultation exercise which is 

being undertaken in respect of the proposed transfer of ten Leicestershire County Council 
Residential Care Homes to the independent sector. 
There are a number of LCC Residential Care Homes in the locality which would be 
affected by the proposal: 

 Woodmarket House in Lutterworth (Harborough District) 

 Harvey House in Barwell 

 The Limes in Hinckley 
The Parish Manager had been requested by Executive Committee to produce a draft 
statement on behalf of the Parish Council for circulation and comments prior to the Parish 
Council meeting, and also to circulate all relevant papers to Scrutiny Committee. The 
Chairman also asked Members to consider submitting their personal responses to the 
consultation, should they wish to do so.  
 

1102 RESOLVED: That the Parish Council should respond to the consultation on the 
transfer of ten Leicestershire County Council Residential Care Homes as follows: 

 Though the issue of the future ownership and management of Residential Care 
Homes is essentially not one that the Parish Council could have any direct 
influence, Broughton Astley Parish Council would never the less support the 
provision of local Residential Care Home provision which is both affordable and 
accessible to the community. 
 
The Parish Council would wish that the standards of Care provided following the 
transfer should be equal to those provided at present by Leicestershire County 
Council; and subject to the same inspection and scrutiny regimes. 
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The Parish Council is concerned that the number of Care beds available locally may 
decrease if the option to close one or more of the Residential Care Homes is 
considered if a successful transfer cannot be completed. If this decision has to 
made it could have a significant impact on many elderly and vulnerable service 
users and their families; and should be undertaken with minimal disruption to all 
concerned. 

  
1103 OTHER MATTERS 

No other matters were considered 
  
1104 MEMBERS’ MOTIONS FOR NEXT PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 

No motions were received.   
 

 The meeting closed at 8.27 pm 
  

Minutes approved and accepted as correct 
........................................................... 
 
Chairman 
 
Dated .................................. 

 


