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MINUTES OF THE SPECIAL PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 
HELD ON THURSDAY 11 DECEMBER 2008  

AT THE VILLAGE HALL, STATION ROAD, BROUGHTON ASTLEY 
 

PRESENT: Councillors C Golding (Chairman), R H Capewell, C Grafton-Reed, S L Page, C 
Porter, A J Rowe, Mrs M Stell, and P Whiffin  
 
Also present: County Councillor Bill Liquorish and one representative of the media  
 
698 APOLOGIES 
 Councillors: N D Bannister,  D G Brown, P Dann, C Evans,  Miss J Gamble, Miss N Smith, 

& Mrs M Kelman 
 

699 DECLARATIONS OF MEMBERS’ INTERESTS 
 

 . No declarations of interest were received. 
 

700 PUBLIC FORUM 
No members of the general public were present 
 

 EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
 

701 Councillor  Golding moved and Councillor  Grafton-Reed  seconded confirmation and 
adoption of the Minutes of the special Executive Committee held on 27 November 2008.   
 

 
702 

Minute 162.08 - Business Plan 2009-10 to 2013 -14 
 
Members reviewed the Business Plan for 2009-10 to 2013 -14, as presented by the 
Executive Committee. 
 
Councillor Golding proposed and Councillor Capewell seconded the following proposal 
that the Business Plan should be adopted which was carried unanimously. 
 
RESOLVED: That the Parish Council’s Business Plan for 2009-10 to 2013-14, as 
presented by the Executive Committee, should be adopted. 
 
 

703 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Minute 166.08 – Income Budget 
 
When considering the income budget Members reviewed the scale of charges for Parish 
Council services. Members considered that the increase in the expenditure on gas and 
electricity services during the year should be reflected in the fees charged for hiring 
accommodation at the Village Hall. Members also considered that the lower than 
predicted income in relation to casual bookings was probably due to the general economic 
downtown.  
 
After discussion Members agreed that a small increase amounting to 3.45% in the charge 
for the Broughton Hall in relation to regular bookings was appropriate. Likewise for casual 
users, an average increase 3.10% should be applied. 
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RESOLVED: 
1. That the income budget for 2009-10, as detailed in the draft Business Plan for 

2009-10 to 2013-2014 should be set at £52,475. 
2. That the fees for hiring accommodation at the Village Hall should be amended 

from 1 April 2009  as follows: 

a. Hourly rates for private parties and functions, and for commercial users: 
Broughton Hall £32.00 (currently £30.00); Alan Talbott Room £16.00 
(currently £15.00). Broughton Hall/Alan Talbott Room/Sutton 
Lounge/Main Kitchen - £52.00 (from £50.00); Broughton Hall/Alan Talbott 
Room/Main Kitchen - £42.00 (from £40.00); and Broughton Hall/Sutton 
Lounge/Main Kitchen - £37.00 (from £35.00). 

b. Hourly rates for clubs, societies, local authorities, playgroups and 
registered charity fund raising events: Broughton Hall (including use of 
Main Kitchen) - £15.00 (from £14.50. Broughton Hall/Alan Talbott 
Room/Sutton Lounge/Main Kitchen - £26.00 (from £25.00). 

c. Hire of licensed bar for all events - £37.00 (from £35.00) 
3. Regular user discount to remain at 35%. 
4. That any group or organisation that has provided the Parish Council with an 

income of £5,000 and above during the course of the previous financial year will 
be granted an additional discount of 5% as a ‘High Volume’ user. 

5. That the charges for comparative venues are monitored periodically during the 
year and findings presented to Scrutiny Committee when it reviews the charges 
at its meeting in September.  

 
704 Minute 167.08 -  Revenue Expenditure Budget 

 
Members noted that the proposed revenue expenditure budgets for 2008-09 are 2% 
higher than the current year.  Members noted that significant savings have been made in 
staff hours due to the purchase of the integrated software system and through natural 
wastage. There has also been also savings made in grounds maintenance and street 
cleansing services due to the changes in methods of operation, although costs for utility 
services have risen sharply. 
 

 RESOLVED: 
That the revenue expenditure budget for 2009-10, as detailed in the draft Business 
Plan for 2009-10 to 2013-14, should be set at £299,458. 
 

705 Minute 168.08  - Pay and conditions of Service of Council Staff 
 

 RESOLVED: That the pay and conditions of service for other Council employees 
should be unchanged for 2009-10, other than as recommended in National 
Guidelines.  
 

706 Minute 169.08  - Capital Expenditure Budget 
 
In reviewing the capital expenditure budget Members noted that residual payments on 
existing loans prevent further investment in major capital projects in 2008-09.  
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 RESOLVED: 
1. That the capital expenditure budget for 2009-10, as detailed in the draft 

Business Plan for 2009-10 to 2013-14, should be restricted to £70,700. 
2. That the capital projects deferred from previous years, together with those 

added to the capital programme in 2008-09, should be carried forward, subject 
to the availability of relevant grants. 

3. That should relevant grant funding be available, the sums allocated for specific 
projects be transferred to the recreational budgets, in order to improve facilities 
available to residents. 
 

707 Minute 170.08 – Funding Policy 
 
Members noted that the policy of reducing reserves over the past few years has left little in 
the way of available funding for major projects and that the Precept bid has been 
restricted to £295,704.  Members acknowledged that this will not allow some important 
capital and major maintenance projects to proceed, but recognised that grant funding may 
be available for these in some cases.  
 

 RESOLVED: 
1. That the Parish Council should submit a Precept bid of £295,704 to the District 

Council to support its expenditure plans for 2009-10. 
2. That if grant funding is available against the £7,500 specified for the extension 

to the cremation plot, this sum should be reserved to assist increased 
recreation and leisure provision. 

 
708 Minute 171.08 – Street Cleansing 

 
 RESOLVED: 

That the Village Environment Warden is allocated an additional 2 hours per week 
from the grounds maintenance budget with immediate effect in order to ensure that 
the Village Centre is kept to an acceptable standard of cleanliness. 
 

 CHAIRMANS TIME 
 

709 Harborough District Council – Integrated Waste / Grounds Maintenance contract 
The chairman informed the meeting that the Parish Council has the opportunity to take 
advantage of the competitive rates that have resulted from the re-tendering of the 
contract.  Early figures have indicated that our Grounds Maintenance costs can be 
reduced considerably over the seven years by entering into the partnership with 
Harborough District Council and FOCSA. The areas which would be maintained and 
managed under this contract are: 

 Grass cutting – Recreation Ground / Village Hall 

 Hedge cutting – Cemetery 

 Brooklands Close 

 the bank of Broughton Brook.  

 Summer and winter maintenance of the shrub beds on the Warwick Road estate  
 
Under the new contract arrangements the Parish Council would remain responsible for the 
grass cutting and grounds maintenance at the Cemetery and also at the War Memorial 
Gardens.   
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He explained that he Parish Manager will of course provide a full report at the Parish 
Council meeting in January when all the details are known.  In the meantime although 
negotiations are at an early stage it would be advantageous to be able to affirm our 
commitment to partnership working. The Chairman asked Members to resolve to enter 
into full contract negotiations, in order to obtain the best rates and service available form 
FOCSA. 
 

 RESOLVED: That the Parish Council should take advantage of the competitive rates 
and conditions offered by FOCSA and Harborough District Council in the new 
Integrated Grounds Maintenance contract from 1 April 2009 and enter into full 
contract negotiations. 

  
710 Harborough District – draft housing strategy 

The Chairman informed the meeting that he had composed a draft response on behalf of 
the Parish Council to the consultation document produced by Harborough DC. The 
response is required by 9 January to ensure that comments can be reflected in the 
strategy.  In the letter he has: 

 expressed the view that more affordable housing is required to ensure that families on 
lower incomes can afford to stay in the community of their choice 

 suggested that the District Council works closely with their partners to publicise that 
help and advice is available, and to ensure early intervention with financial institutions 
to prevent people from loosing their homes due to unemployment or redundancy. 

 requested increased awareness raising of homelessness issues in local schools 
 

Councillor Grafton-Reed requested that the draft letter should be circulated to all Members 
for information. Agreed 

  
711 Staff changes 

The Chairman informed the meeting that Joanne Carr will be leaving the Parish Council 
on 19 December in order to move to the north of England with her family and that he 
would pass on the best wishes of all Members when presents her with some flowers on 
behalf of the Parish Council at the annual Carol Concert. 
 
He said that Debbie Barber, her replacement has settled in well, and is likely to attend the 
next Parish Council meeting in order that Members may put a ‘face to a name.’ 
 

712 Bridge by Church Close by Broughton Astley brook 
The Chairman informed the meeting that no response had been received from either of 
the residents to the letter sent concerning the request for a quarter share of the costs for 
rebuilding the bridge, despite re-assurance that they would be under no further 
obligations. The Parish Council has been asked to re-direct the letter sent to the church to 
the Diocese Office.  It looks likely that the Parish Council will have to pay the full £2,600 to 
fund the repair.  This amount has been included in the Section 137 budget for next year.  
The chairman proposed that an article is produced for Broughton Matters informing the 
public that this action will have to be funded, as a result of the interested parties not taking 
ownership for the problem. Agreed. 

  
713 Tender for the Sale of Ice Creams and Hot Drinks at Frolesworth road Recreation 

Ground 
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The Chairman received the single tender received relating to the sale of Ice Creams and 
Hot Drinks at the Recreation Ground. The tender from Mr Fasulo contained a submission 
of £350 for the sale of Ice Creams only for a single year.  The letter of tender also 
contained an offer for a three year contract for the sale of both Ice Creams and Hot Drinks 
for the price of £500 per year. 
 
After discussion Members agreed that a sensible course of action, and that in order to 
avoid the costs of an annual tender process they should be to accept the three year 
tender from Mr Fasulo. 
 
Councillor Golding proposed that the three year tender should be accepted and Councillor 
Capewell seconded the motion. All agreed by a show of hands. 
 

 RESOLVED: That the Parish Council accepts the tender from Mr Fasulo for a three 
year contract for the sale of both Ice Creams and Hot Drinks for the price of £500 
per year. 
 

714 MEMBERS’ MOTIONS FOR NEXT PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 
 
No motions were received.   
 

 The meeting closed at 7.45 pm 
 

  
Minutes approved and accepted as correct 

 
 

........................................................... 
 

Chairman 
 

Dated .................................. 

 


