Broughton InTouch
Bringing you up to date with your community
BAVG Freephone: 0808 528 4477
Email: BAVGoffice@gmail.com
Registered Charity No.: 1191840
As we write this, Covid cases are
increasing around the UK and we are in a
National lockdown situation once again.
Please remember that we are still here
available to help anyone in need with shopping/prescriptions/dog walking etc…
especially due to self-isolating or shielding
during the pandemic. All our original services are operational as before, via the
freephone number: 0808 528 4477.
During both the first and now the second
lockdown many villagers have had to
endure a very lonely existence, as we
fast approach Christmas can we as a
community make a special effort to
engage with the people who have had
very little social contact. A friendly phone
call can make a big difference, we have a
team of volunteers who are prepared to
make such calls even if you feel you
cannot yourself, if you know of someone
who may be feeling forgotten please let
us know.

We were delighted to receive our charity
status quickly and now can progress with
banking, fundraising and grant applications
which will enable us to move forward with
our planned projects for the future.
We would like to thank all our volunteers
and those that have provided information
for this edition of Broughton InTouch and
especially our willing volunteers who have
delivered this edition to you. Remember
that it is also available to read online at
Issuu.com (Link available on our Facebook
page). If you would like to opt out of receiving a paper copy in the future please do
email BAVGoffice@gmail.com with your
name & address putting ‘OPT OUT’ in the
subject line.

We were grateful to receive attention from
our local MP Alberto Costa who came to
Broughton Astley on a cold rainy Friday
morning to present Sarah Ringrose with an
official first copy of the newsletter. Ringrose BAVG wishes all Broughton Astley residents
Butchers were our first sponsor and this
a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.
month we have been very kindly sponsored
If you would like to contribute to the next
by The Main Chemist. The staff at the
issue or future editions of our newsletter
Chemist were very helpful to us during the
please email BAVGoffice@gmail.com.
first lockdown, providing us with PPE for our Deadline for the Feb/Mar edition is 4 Janvolunteers and by working together we got
uary 2021. We accept features and inforthe ever increasing numbers of
mation on any not-for-profit organisation
prescriptions delivered out to the residents
within our community.
of our village and the surrounding villages.
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Gardening Projects courtesy of the Broughton Astley
Volunteer Group (BAVG)

The gardening volunteers have completed
a few projects around the village. Some,
like the spring bulbs planted at the
memorial garden won’t be visible until the
spring, but others like the new bed in front
of the Cottage (our old Swap Shop) have a
lovely
arrangement
of lavenders,
hellebores and
begonias that
are already
looking good.

keen residents we hope to re-establish this
lovely area for both villagers and the
wildlife that is on the decline.
The bird boxes
will be rejuvenated to
encourage our
flighty little
friends, insect
hotels built to
encourage the
October 2020
ground insects
that are abundant across the site and
hedgehog dens installed to provide a safe
place to shelter and hibernate. The pond
and the wildlife area need a little work and
‘making safe’ for human visitors. The area
is fully established with trees and shrubs
which need some attention and getting
some wildflowers planted will bring in more
wildlife through the seasons and increase
the enjoyment for residents for years to
come.

The planter outside the Co-op was kindly
cleared of its old overgrown bushes by
Simon and his team at Leicester Tree Care
before our volunteer gardeners planted a
large selection of shrubs including
euonymus, hebe,
elaeagnus,
lavender &
ceanothus some
of which were
donated by Coles
Plant Centre with
others purchased
with donations
from Broughton
Astley residents.
A big thank you
goes out to all involved.

The main aim is to provide a pleasurable
walk through, with as little disturbance as
possible for the surrounding wildlife which
we will be encouraging back into the area
over the coming months. The conservation
areas we are lucky to have in our village
are so important for our wildlife as ‘green
corridors’ to the
larger habitats.
Pollinators, amphibians, birds,
mammals, and
invertebrates can
all be encouraged back into
April 2010
our green spaces.

Our newly formed Conservation volunteer
group will take on Western Willows Wildlife
Garden and Pond area as their first project.
This area was first developed in 2005 and
up to 2010 became a thriving wildlife area
with seating and a viewing platform for the
pond area. Since then it has become overgrown and ignored but, having had a few
good walks around the area, we can see
room for improvement and with the help of
December 2020/January 2021

Thanks to Sarah Dewick for the Wildlife Garden report.
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BROUGHTON ASTLEY WI
(Women's Institute)

National Federation that year and if
confirmed will lobby the Government to
take action. Two Resolutions were
Ladies of Broughton Astley WI normally
supported this year, namely End Modern
meet at 7.30 pm in the village hall on the
Slavery and a Call to increase potential
second Tuesday of each month. All our
stem cell donor registration. The NFWI is
meetings and activities have had to be
now working on a strategy to further these
cancelled, but we are working on how to
campaigns. July is our summer party
gradually restart our meetings safely when meeting, when we share refreshments, and
allowed to do so.
November is our AGM, when we review
Every year we have a varied programme of activities of the current year and plan for
activities & outings. Most months we have
the following year, voting in a President
a guest speaker to entertain and inform us and a Committee. We are in a group with
on a wide range of different subjects - from three other local WIs and hold group
charitable organisations to individuals who meetings/activities.
have visited interesting places, a local
We aim to provide interests to suit all our
magistrate, the "real CSI", a local
members and are always open to new
auctioneer, cocktail makers (delicious) and ideas. We are a very friendly group and
tales from a country pastor, who is quite
encourage visitors to our
hilarious. We have groups who like to lunch meetings to show what we can
and others who regularly attend local
offer. Unfortunately meetings
theatre productions; we have workshops
are not currently possible, but
for those who like to do a bit of crafting,
we will keep in touch to let
others just meet for a chat over a cup of
you know how our plans are
coffee.
developing.
Our May meeting is dedicated to discussing Fran Marsland
and voting on the Resolution that has been President, Broughton
chosen to be supported through the
Astley WI
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3rd Broughton Astley
Brownies & 1st Broughton
Astley Guides
Both groups have been provided with resource packs containing
paper, card, scissors, felt tips and pritt sticks. These resource
packs have been purchased with a grant from Broughton Alive
because we can no longer share resources due to Coronavirus
restrictions. The grant will also help with our first term’s rent.
Rainbows, Brownies and Guides have been enjoying new virtual
adventures over the last few months, which also has been
interesting for their leaders, finding ways to run games, crafts &
work on badges online. Girls have been gaining lots of badges
including Bronze, Silver and Gold awards.
If you would like to join us as a leader or if you have a daughter
wanting to join the guiding adventure who is aged 7- 18 please
register your interest on the website:
https://www.girlguiding.org.uk/get-involved/

Alberto Costa MP
Dear fellow Reader,
With the Yuletide season now upon us, Christmas will be a very different
time for all of us across the country this year.
Owing to the ongoing coronavirus pandemic, these last few months have
been tremendously difficult for so many people. In spite of this, I have
been struck by the extraordinary generosity and community spirit
demonstrated by the people of South Leicestershire since the outbreak began back in
March.
In Broughton Astley, we have seen countless volunteers delivering much needed food
parcels, friends checking in on vulnerable neighbours and brilliant community groups
really coming together to help their fellow residents.
Christmas is a time of joy and celebration, and while those sentiments may feel slightly muted this year, our renewed sense of
community spirit is a reminder that there is still much to be
thankful for.
Wishing the readers of Broughton InTouch and the people of
South Leicestershire a very Merry Christmas, and a safe,
healthy and peaceful New Year.
With best wishes,
Alberto
December 2020/January 2021
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Your local Policing Beat Team
Vehicle Crime
Vehicle crime of all types continues to be a local priority for us. We have
received a number of reports of number plates being removed from
parked vehicles; vehicles being broken into and items removed. Leaving
items on display in the car, for example, handbags, jackets, laptops and
mobile phones, are an appealing target for thieves. Take them with you, or put them out
of view whenever possible. Always remove your car stereo if you can.
Your car keyless entry fob emits a short range signal that allows you to open your car
without pressing any button on the fob. Criminals have been using special signal
amplifiers to amplify this signal and gaining entry to your car. You can prevent this type
of crime happening to you by putting your car keyless fob into a special Keyless entry fob
signal blocker faraday bag. The bag blocks the signal from leaving the bag and it cannot
be amplified, and criminals cannot use this method to enter your car. We have some
keyless entry fob signal blocker faraday bags for sale at Harborough Police Station for £2
or if you contact your local officers, we can arrange to bring them to the Beat Surgeries.
Local Officers Broughton Astley Police
PC 4880 Michelle Skingsley
PCSO 6008 Laura Bolton
Currently we have a helpful network called ‘Neighbourhood Link’. This is an alert
messaging system that will go straight to your email address or your mobile phone and
once signed up you will receive general information and crime prevention advice from The
Local Beat Team. If you feel that you would like to receive these messages, please just fill
out the form below and drop it into the Broughton Astley Village Hall post box or during
office hours, take it along to the Volunteer Group (BAVG) at the hall. Please mark it for
the attention of The Police.
FIRST NAME

LAST NAME

HOUSE No. or NAME

POSTCODE

ONE PHONE No.

E-MAIL

AGE (optional)
In no more than 5 KEY words, what is good about the area in which you live

The top issues affecting you in your community, please list no more than 5
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Broughton Astley Parish Council
Contact details of councillors

LOCAL COUNCILLORS
ASTLEY WARD
David Glenis
Mark Graves
Stuart Oliver
Paul Shipman
BROUGHTON SOUTH WARD
Colin Golding
Gerry Mallaghan
Colin Porter
Maureen Stell
BROUGHTON NORTH WARD
Daniel Howe
PRIMETHORPE WARD
Gerald Brown
Raymond Capewell
Robert Davis
Russell Patrick
SUTTON WARD
Robert Gahan
Clive Grafton-Reed
Michael Swinfen

07792620963
01455 283834
07519659821
01455 284867
07759707581
07596142817
01455 284496

daveglenis@hotmail.co.uk
markgraves@aol.com
soliver.bapc@gmail.com
paul.shipman1@btinernet.com
colingbapc@gmail.com
gmbapc@hotmail.com
colin180@btinternet.com
maureenstell@hotmail.com

07523276628

danielrhowe@aol.com

07801143040
07739361610
07707587256
07539413261

dgbbapc@gmail.com
raycapewell@yahoo.co.uk
Bobdavis01455@gmail.com
russellpatrick@live.co.uk

01455 283865
07709657671
07942734046

rjgahanbapc@outlook.com
clivegraftonreed@gmail.com
swinfen50@hotmail.com

HARBOROUGH DISTRICT COUNCILLORS
PRIMETHORPE & SUTTON WARD
Paul Dann
07796507609 p.dann@harborough.gov.uk
Wiliam Liquorish
07753400519 w.liquorish@harborough.gov.uk
BROUGHTON SOUTH & LEIRE WARD
Colin Golding
07759707581 c.golding@harborough.gov.uk
Mark Graves
01455 283834
m.graves@harborough.gov.uk
COUNTY COUNCILLOR
07753400519
w.liquorish@harborough.gov.uk

William Liquorish
Alberto Costa

MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT
0116 2781924
Alberto.costa.mp@parliament.uk

December 2020/January 2021

6

Parish Managers
Round-up

also bear an emblem to commemorate the
75th Anniversary of D-Day. This planter has
been funded by a D-Day grant received
from Harborough District Council. The othThe Parish Council continues er two planters were funded by Broughton
to welcome back some of the Alive and a Quality Status Grant. They will
users to the Village Hall,
be planted up with plants from Coles
albeit under new restrictions Nurseries by a small band of volunteers
for a variety of exercise activ- from the Broughton Astley Volunteer
ities. Unfortunately, we are still unable to
Group, who have already been busy planthost social groups meeting here if they
ing throughout the village at the War Meexceed 6 in number due to the current
morial Gardens, Village Hall and village
guidelines in place. When this changes,
centre.
we will of course be delighted to see our
long-standing groups return.
We would like to extend
our grateful thanks to
You will soon notice some large planters
Sapcote Engineering Ltd
being placed under the Broughton Astley
who have carried out
name signs on Coventry Road, Dunton
repairs to our ‘Tommy’
Road and Frolesworth Road which will
silhouette who is now
back in place at the War
Memorial.
The Parish Council would like to take this
opportunity to extend Seasons Greetings to
all its residents.
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View details of Christmas and other
events and services on our Facebook
page or website www.suttonelms.co.uk
It’s beginning to look at lot like Christmas…
though imaginably a different kind of
Christmas with Covid-19 in our midst. This
past year we have all had to adapt to different ways of doing things and whatever Christmas looks like, I am sure we will
rise to the occasion to celebrate in the best
way we can.
In these uncertain times, it does provide an opportunity to reflect on what and
why we celebrate the things we do. We can
so easily take for granted the big occasions
for celebration and easily miss the everyday
moments of opportunity to express gratitude
and show love. As Christians, we celebrate
the coming of Christ at Christmas and the
love and forgiveness made available to
all through Him, not solely restricted to a
certain time of year but available every
day. This Christmas, whatever it may look
like for you and however it will be celebrated
in your household, may you know the love
and forgiveness of Christ impacting your
everyday. Merry Christmas.
Renew Café is a
wellbeing café that
has been running
at the village hall
for over a year but
went online with
the outbreak of Covid-19. Due to restrictions and attendees shielding,
it continues to remain online, meeting
each Wednesday on Zoom at 1.15pm for a
coffee, catch up, sharing of wellbeing practices and an optional moment of reflection to
reorient ourselves at the end. Looking after
our wellbeing has never been
more important, so if you are struggling or
simply want to chat with someone, you
would be most welcome to join us. Zoom
login details can be found on our Facebook
page, Renew Café – Boughton Astley.
December 2020/January 2021
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A Covid Christmas Poem
It seems crackers at Christmas that
families can’t meet,
To exchange all sorts of presents,
especially socks for our feet.
Numbers are limited, a smaller bird for
our dinner,
It seems the Grinch is the real
Christmas winner.
No carols to sing around the tree,
best not raise voices or shout with glee.
All of the time keep two meters apart,
Especially while filling your shopping
cart.
So, is Christmas cancelled?
Is Christmas banned?
Maybe it gives us a chance to better
understand?
About the real reason for the
Christmas tree,
a demonstration of God’s love for all
humanity.
While restrictions may ‘rule’ and the
rule of six may stink,
Take a moment to pause, look up
and think.
Love was the reason for the first
Christmas Tree,
So, share some and give some like Jesus
did, for you and for me.
The CAP Money Course is a free course
devised by the award-winning debt
counselling charity, Christians Against
Poverty. It is a revolutionary money
management course that
teaches people budgeting
skills and a simple system
that really works. This
course will help anyone to
get more in control of
their finances, so they can budget, save
and prevent debt. We facilitate this
course several times a year and will be
looking to hold another in the New
Year.
Contact suttoncapmoney@gmail.com for
more information or to register
your interest.

St Mary’s News and Views!
We have a lovely family Christmas
Communion at 10am on Christmas
morning too. There will not be a need to
book for this as its usually a quieter
service, though I don’t know why because
we have a lot of fun, and the Rector
always brings chocolate to share! Bring a
present to show! Love to see the latest
Christmas socks !

We are approaching Christmas and the
usual bustle of our fund raising Winter
Fayre, the Christmas Tree Festival, and
preparations for our Advent and Christmas
services are much quieter this year!
Sadly we cannot hold our Winter Fayre or
the Christmas Tree Festival in our church,
but we shall be joining in with the
Snowman Festival organised by Orchard
Church of England School! So watch out
for our entry somewhere in or even on the
Church! We hope to light up the old
churchyard too to help make our
community look festive this year and join
the switch on with Broughton Alive!

In all of this difficult time we all need
more than ever the message Christmas
that Christ, the light of the world came to
us to scatter the darkness from our path.
This is what we celebrate at Christmas, so
if Christmas is not going to be the same
for you and your family either, the glorious
message of Christmas still stands strong
and bright for all of us, however we
celebrate this year.

I know hundreds of you come on Christmas Eve to enjoy our Christingle service,
but with 2 metre distancing rules and the
Covid 19 safety advice we cannot hold
such a large service in church!
BUT! We are going to do it through
schools and online with a Christingle
Assembly followed with a craft pack and a
link for you to enjoy the lovely service at
home! No, not quite the same, but we
promise to make our online version as
close to our usual service as possible! You
can even sing the carols at home! Look
out for information on our church
Facebook page and website for further
details and links!

Hark! the herald angels sing
"Glory to the newborn King
Peace on earth and mercy mild,

Another popular service is our Carol
Service which also needs to be different
this year! Fear not! Again there will be an
online version which will take us to
different places in our parish as the
lessons are read, and our choirs will sing
some beautiful carols and Christmas
music!

God and sinners reconciled!"
Joyful, all ye nations rise;
Join the triumph of the skies;
With angelic host proclaim
"Christ is born in Bethlehem!"

Is there anything on in church this
Christmas I hear you ask? Yes! Our
midnight Mass at 11.30pm, but may we
ask you to book for this via 01455 644779,
so we can control numbers attending!

Hark! the herald angels sing

"Glory to the newborn King!"
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New Volunteering Experience
If you’re looking for an exciting and rewarding
volunteering experience, Warning Zone have some
great COVID secure opportunities. Warning Zone is a
child safeguarding charity based at Frog Island in
Leicester, using fun, interactive, life-like scenarios to
educate children about offline and online risks. We
work mainly with 10 and 11 year olds, and all three primary schools in Broughton Astley
visit us every year. They love their visits and are often heard saying “it’s the best school
trip ever!”
We would like new and enthusiastic volunteers to join our team to help children stay safe
and reduce risks by delivering crucial messages to children who are at a particularly
influential age. We cover areas such as road safety, alcohol, arson, fire safety in the
home, cyber bullying, digital footprint and grooming. Full training and support is
provided. Our minimum volunteering requirement is just two sessions per month, but our
volunteers enjoy it so much that many do lots more.
We have recently won the 2020 Midlands Enterprise Award for Best Interactive Learning
Experience – Leicester, Please contact us on 0116 262 9739 or email us at
volunteer@warningzone.org.uk

Lutterworth & Villages
Food Bank
We are so grateful to everyone of you who
has generously donated money and
supplies to us as part of your Harvest
celebrations. We have been very busy over
the past weeks, seeing more and more
clients referred to us because of job
losses, illness, or changes to their
circumstances because of the pandemic. If
you are in need, do contact one of our
referral agencies to access our support:
Citizens Advice - 0300 3302 111
Harborough District Council
Community Hub www.harborough.gov.uk
Local Area Coordinator- Lynne
Brydon-Graham 07889 806 061
As our thoughts turn to Christmas, it is
clear that our current ‘delivery only’ service
will be the status quo for some time yet.
All our volunteers miss the opportunity to
support our clients face to face, but safety
is always our priority. As we asked at
Harvest, if you are wishing to support us
this Christmas time, please would you
consider giving a financial donation instead
of Christmas goodies this year? Due to our
December 2020/January 2021

current format, we
need to
ensure that we maximise the space we
have in our warehouse for our
essential items, so
that we can meet the increased need. We
know how generous our community is in
wanting to provide extra Christmas treats
for our clients but we are planning a
different approach this year and would
appreciate your support. A financial gift
will not only support our running costs but
allow us the flexibility to plan for the
future.
Alternatively, please do check our website
and social media pages for details of our
most-needed items, so that we can ensure
our shelves remain stocked with the most
essential food parcel items. Donation
details can be found on our website or by
contacting us below.
Thank you all for your continued support
and a peaceful Christmas to you all.
01455 558797
info@lutterworthvillages.foodbank.org.uk
lutterworthvillaes.foodbank.org.uk
Twitter: @LuttFoodBank
Facebook: Lutterworth and Villages Foodbank
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Every winter school communities
look forward to an evening of
turkey cobs, visits to Santa and
maybe a game or two on the
tombola, the school Christmas
fayre is planned by many PTA’s,
and are big fundraisers.
This year the aroma of mulled wine wafting
through classrooms and the sound of carols in
school halls will not happen, the much-loved
events that bring the community together are
cancelled because of pandemic safety
protocols restricting close contact.
It has been a difficult year for school PTA’s.
We are unable to organise and participate in
many events that would have provided our
funds and we simply cannot arrange the
activities we put on for the children.
HOWEVER, CHRISTMAS ISN’T CANCELLED!

Orchard Primary Schools’ Parent Association will be hosting Broughton Astley’s first
ever Snowman Festival and bringing a little bit
of Christmas cheer back to our community.
Our residents and local businesses have been busy building snowmen. We welcome you
to explore our beautiful village and discover all the wonderful snowmen creations along
the way, just download the map from our Facebook page @ba.snowmanfestival to
find the snowmen and vote for your favourite. If you enjoy the festival, there is an
opportunity to donate and support your local primary school.
If you haven’t entered the Festival you can still win a prize from our amazing raffle, all
prizes have been donated by local businesses & services, this year more than any other,
small businesses need a little extra help, so visit our page, share and give them a bigger
audience. The raffle is open for everyone to enter, just go to our Facebook for details.
Thank you to those businesses who have donated the fantastic prizes for our winners! If
you would like to donate to our raffle please contact ba.snowmanfestival@outlook.com
We look forward to seeing you there!
Charlie Chaney-North, Chair, OPA

Santa Float 2020
1st Broughton Astley Scouts have for many years organised the Scouts
Sleigh around the village, playing music, waving to young and old and
collecting letters to Santa! This year, with support from Broughton Alive,
we are doing something slightly different. We hope to bring a smile and cheer to the
community despite the challenges brought about by Covid. There will be no door to door
collections this year but word from the North Pole is that Santa
has still planned in time to visit BA! Full times and routes will be
published on social media soon and Santa will aim to cover as
much of the village as possible, including new estates. A JustGiving page is being setup for anyone who wishes to donate to
the group charity in lieu of door to door collections. Details also
available soon.
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Main Pharmacy
Main Chemist is an independent chemist, which means it is not restricted like bigger
chains to suppliers it can use. It is run by Nim, who qualified as a pharmacist at De
Montfort University. Nim has been working at the Chemist for around 10 years and
has a team of eight staff.
The team are: Anna, Barbara, Caroline, Christine, Karen, Mandy,
Sophie & Sue
At the height of the pandemic Nim was working until 10pm with
daily deliveries of sometimes 30 boxes of stock in one day! They
have a close working relationship with Orchard Medical Practice.
Nim freely supplied the Broughton Astley Volunteer Group
(BAVG) with PPE and hand sanitiser. The BAVG in turn were
invaluable helping to deliver
prescriptions at the height of
the pandemic. Deliveries not just to the village but
to surrounding villages too.
At the moment the Chemist has to close for a short break at
midday to clean down the contact surfaces. This is also done
last thing at night, along with regular deep cleans.
Currently with being so busy some other services are
unfortunately not offered ie. passport photos, but they do carry
a large stock of toiletries, cosmetics, baby items etc..
Nim would like to personally thank the people of Broughton
Astley for supporting not just himself but all the other local
shops in the village, as this has helped in preventing the spread
of Covid 19.

Opening hours
9:00—6:30 Mon-Fri
9:00—5:30 Sat
(may currently vary)

46 Main Street, Broughton
Astley, Leics LE9 6RD
Tel: 01455 283142
December 2020/January 2021
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