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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL  
HELD ON THURSDAY 2 OCTOBER 2008  

AT THE VILLAGE HALL, STATION ROAD, BROUGHTON ASTLEY 
 

PRESENT: Councillors C Golding (Chairman), P Dann (Vice Chairman),R Capewell, C Grafton-Reed, 
Mrs M Kelman, N D Bannister, C Porter, Mrs M Stell, P Whiffin, S Page and J Rowe 
 
Also present: County Councillor Bill Liquorish and District Councillor Mark Graves. 
  
 APOLOGIES  
610 Councillors: C P Evans, Miss J Gamble, D G Brown & Mrs N Smith 

 
611 DECLARATIONS OF MEMBERS’ INTERESTS 

 
No declarations of interest were received. 
 

 
612 

MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 21 AUGUST 2008 
 
Councillor Golding moved and Councillor Dann seconded confirmation and adoption of the 
Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 21 August 2008 which were approved and 
accepted unanimously. 
 

 PROGRESS AGAINST OUTANDING RESOLUTIONS 
 

613 Minute 466 – Bridge over Broughton brook 
 Councillor Grafton-Reed requested an update on progress over this issue, to which 

Councillor Dann stated that he would speak to the Environmental Services Manager at 
Harborough district Council to ask for a progress report. 
 

614 Minute 594 – Christmas Fayre and Lights 
 Councillor Grafton-Reed requested that every effort was made to source funding for 

additional Christmas lights for the Village next year. 
 
Agreed:  Applications for funding of additional Christmas lights should be pursued 
– possibly through the Broughton Astley Improvement Team Development Officer. 
 

 CHAIRMAN’S TIME 
 

615 Use of allotments car park 
The Chairman informed the meeting that Sutton in the Elms Baptist Church has requested 
to use the car park at the allotments for their Christmas activities – from Christmas Eve 
through to New Years Eve. No objections were received from Members 
 
AGREED: That Sutton in the Elms Baptist Church is given permission to use the car 
park at the allotments for their Christmas activities. 

 
616 

 
Proposed consultation – Broughton Matters 
The Chairman circulated a copy of a short questionnaire on spending priorities produced 
by the Parish Manager which she would like to place in the next edition of Broughton 
Matters, the results of which will help the Members when considering the precept bid. All 
Members agreed that this was an appropriate measure to take. 
 
AGREED: That the questionnaire on spending priorities should be included in the 
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Nov/Dec edition of Broughton Matters. 
  
617 Improvements to ‘Playstation’ garden 

The Chairman informed the meeting that the Hinckley and Rugby Building Society have 
offered to provide staff and resources to renovate the area next to the Scout Hut which is 
used by Playstation as a garden.  The work includes cutting the grass, digging over and 
replanting the flowerbed to create a sensory garden. H&RBC have also agreed to fund a 
‘caterpillar’ number sign to be attached to the fence owned by the neighbouring property 
(for which permission has been given). The work is planned for 28/10/08. Playstation is 
seeking agreement for the renovation to go ahead. 
 
As a separate issue Playstation are also seeking approval for the erection of a Welcome 
to Playstation’ sign on the outside of the Village Hall (near the main entrance).  The sign is 
likely to be 45cm diameter. 
 
AGREED:  
1. That the Hinckley and Rugby Building Society are given permission to renovate 

the area next to the Scout Hut which is used by Playstation as a garden. 
2. In view of the fact that Playstation is the most  high volume Village Hall user, 

providing the Parish Council with an income of over £5,000, they are allowed to 
erect a ‘Welcome to Playstation’ sign on the front of the Village Hall. 

 
618 Easement over Village Hall surface water drain  

The Chairman related to the meeting that Parish Council has recently been approached 
by Merriman Ltd, the developers of land at Church Close (behind the White Horse) for 
permission to alter of the position of the surface water drain on the land to which the 
Parish Council has a deed of rights granted in 1995. Having discussed the matter with the 
Premises and Maintenance Supervisor, the developers have agreed if permission is 
granted, to enlarge the output pipe as part of the works,  which in turn should prevent 
recurrence of  ‘back up’ in the Village Hall car park (where the drain originates) after heavy 
rain.  The developers have also stated that they will pay reasonable legal costs of up to 
£500. 
 
RESOLVED: That the Parish Council should agree to the alteration of the position of 
the surface water drain providing: 
1. The outlet pipe is enlarge to allow prevent back up in the Village Hall car park 
2. That all legal costs are paid by the site developers Merriman Ltd. 
 

619  Not in my Neighbourhood Week – 13 – 18 October 2008 
 
The Chairman informed the meeting that this initiative which is being led by Harborough 
Community Safety Partnership is due to take place in Broughton Astley on Friday 17 
October and Saturday 18 October. 
 
On Friday activities planned speeding and parking enforcement, waste licensing checks, 
planning control monitoring, removal of graffiti and a litter pick. We have to supply details 
of the areas we would like to be litter picked / graffiti removed etc by 7/10/08. On Saturday 
it is planned to have a display featuring the agencies involved in the Village Hall car park, 
but this is to happen at the same time as the event in Lutterworth and we are unlikely to 
have many participants. 
 
The Chairman reiterated that although this is an excellent initiative there appears to have 
been a lack of promotion and publicity and organisation for the event, therefore the public 
know little about it, and it may not be very well supported.  He made the suggestion that 
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the Parish Council does take part in the activities planned for Friday 17 October, including 
the provision of a meeting room, but suggested that the display planned on Saturday is 
cancelled, to allow resources to be concentrated in Lutterworth. 
 
Councillor Dann agreed that the initiative was a worthy one, and should be supported. He 
suggested that the Parish Council should support the event on Friday and feedback after 
the event and learn from the experience, which could be built into a better co-ordinated 
larger community activity next year such as the one planned in Lutterworth, through BAIT 
and the Broughton Astley Safety Group. 
 
All Members agreed by a show on hands that this was a sensible solution. 
 
AGREED: That the Community Safety Manager should be informed that the Parish 
Council would like the Not in my Neighbourhood Week activities in Broughton 
Astley to be concentrated on Friday 17 October but not on Saturday 18 October. 
 

620 Replacement Tractor Mower 
The Chairman explained that it had been planned to put a sum of £3,500 into capital 
funding next year for the replacement of the tractor mower used for Grounds 
Maintenance.  Unfortunately the P & MS has started to experience some major 
mechanical problems which would be costly to undertake. Quotations have been obtained 
for a replacement machine, with the old machine taken in part exchange. There is a 
sufficient funding in the combined Grounds Maintenance budget to purchase the tractor 
this year. A bid for the replacement of the smaller grass cutter next year at a cost of 
approximately £800 will also be part of the capital bid for 2009/10.  
 
Councillor Bannister proposed that the purchase of the Tractor Mower was made during 
2008/09.  The motion was seconded by Councillor Grafton-Reed. All Members were in 
favour. 
 
RESOLVED: That a new Tractor Mower should be purchased from the combined 
Grounds Maintenance budget at a maximum cost of £3,500  
 

 PUBLIC FORUM 
621 There were no members of the public remaining. 
  

COUNTY COUNCILLORS’ REPORT 
622 Councillor Liquorish stated that there was nothing of note to report at this time. 

 
Councillor Golding asked if Councillor Liquorish could confirm when the parking 
enforcement markings in Croft Way were to be applied, as the Parish Council had been 
informed that this would take place during this financial year, having already been carried 
forward from the previous financial year.  Councillor Liquorish agreed to speak to Officers 
in order to provide a firm date. 
 
Councillor Golding also remarked that the parking problems which had occurred in the 
past in the Swannington Road area seem to have been solved through the joint efforts of 
the County Council and the District Council, and asked Councillor Liquorish to provide 
positive feedback to both agencies from the Parish Council. 
 

 DISTRICT COUNCILLOR’S REPORTS 
623 Councillor Liquorish 

Nothing of note to report at this time. 
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624 Councillor Graves 
Councillor Graves reported that the decision on the proposed Eco-Town is not expected 
until January 2009.  Although this is not an issue which affects Broughton Astley directly, 
the costs involved in the process are likely to be noticeable in next years Council Tax bills. 
 
Councillor Graves reported that 2 new portfolios had been created by Harborough District 
Council which would allow Members to concentrate on specific issues.  The new portfolios 
are Community Engagement and Asset Management. 
 
Councillor Graves also reported that the Council was entering the last stages of the 
process of awarding the Integrated Waste Management contract, which is due to start on 
1 April 2009.  Although it has been a long and complicated process, it should prove 
beneficial in terms of efficiency and compliance with government targets on waste 
management. 

  
625 Councillor Dann 

Councillor Dann offered his congratulation to Councillor Graves on his appointment as 
Asset Management portfolio holder. 
 
Councillor Dann also reported that the District Council had started its budget review and 
setting process for the next financial year. 
 

 SCRUTINY COMMITTEE 
 

626 Councillor Rowe moved and Councillor Whiffin seconded confirmation and adoption of the 
Minutes of the Scrutiny Committee of 8 September 2008. 
 

 Minute 62.08 – Section 17 Crime and Disorder Act 1998 
627 RESOLVED:  that the spreadsheet  showing the resolutions from the 21 August 

2008 Parish Council meeting, the likely impact on crime and disorder and the 
actions required to prevent or limit any negative impact created by these 
resolutions should be accepted and that the recommendations therein be accepted 

  
 Minute 63.08 - Procedure for the consideration of Planning Applications 
628 
 
 
629 

RESOLVED: That the Parish Council procedure for the consideration of planning 
applications should not be altered. 
 
In relation to minute 63.08 Councillor Golding reiterated that more training on the Planning 
process is likely to be available from the District Council soon, and that requested 
Members should take advantage of this where possible. 
 

 
630 

Minute 64.08 - Broughton Astley Parish Council Business Plan 
AGREED: to defer this matter to the next meeting of the Scrutiny Committee. 

  
 
631 

Minute 65.08 - Village Hall General Satisfaction Survey 
RESOLVED: to note this information. 

  
 
632 

Minute 66.08 - Usage of the Parish Council Facilities 
RESOLVED: That youth groups in the village are contacted to advise them that the 
cottage is available for hire and could be used to run a drop in centre. 
 

 
633 
 

Minute 67.08  - Recreation Ground Toilets 
RESOLVED That: 

1. The hand towel dispensers should be removed to allow only the use of the 
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634 

hot air blowers already installed 
2. Locking Vandal proof toilet roll holders are installed in each cubical at the 

cost of £21.00 (6 holders) and packs of toilets rolls at £33.00 for 12 rolls. 
3. The Police are requested to carry out spot checks in the area to discourage 

antisocial behaviour 
4. High visibility signs should be installed in the toilets requesting users to 

report any problems to a particular telephone number that is checked daily. 
5. The Parish Manager should speak to the Caretakers to request that they 

check the answerphone each day for messages regarding damage to the 
toilets and lock them should any vandalism occur. 

6. The Security Company is approached to ascertain the cost of unlocking and 
locking the toilet block when they unlock and lock the gates to the recreation 
ground. 

7. These arrangements should be reviewed in three months. 
 
Councillor Golding expressed his thanks to Councillors Whiffin and Evans for their efforts 
to resolve this issue. 
 

 
635 

Minute 68.08 - Leicestershire Fire and Rescue performance and targets 
RESOLVED:  That this information should be noted and that the Leicestershire Fire 
and Rescue service should be re-invited to talk attend a full Parish Council meeting 
to discuss call out times and the possibility of a Fire Station in Broughton Astley. 
 

 
636 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
637 

Minute 69.08 - Village Environment Survey 
AGREED: that Councillors’ Rowe and Smith complete the survey on Astley Ward, 
Councillors’ Evans and Brown, Sutton Ward, and Councillor Whiffin, Primethorpe 
Ward.  It was agreed that Councillors’ Porter and Stell would be requested to survey 
Broughton Ward.  
 
Councillor Golding proposed an amendment to Minute 69.08, as it would seem that the 
surveys were already being undertaken in the form of ‘Patch Walks’ by some Ward 
Members.  This work would be duplicated by the Village Environment Survey. He 
proposed that guidance should be produced by the Parish Manager on the structure and 
criteria for the annual Ward survey and that the process should be formalised by the 
production of an annual inspection rota 
 
Councillor Dann seconded the amendment, and all Members agreed.  
 
RESOLVED:  

1. That guidance should be produced on the structure and criteria for the 
annual Ward Survey by the Parish Manager  

2. That the process should be formalised by the production of an annual 
inspection rota 

 
 EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

 
 Minute 133.08  – Financial Statements 
638 RESOLVED:  

1. That a credit note for £64.00 should be raised against an invoice raised against 
Dancing Dreams. 

2. That the reason for the outstanding debt of £120.00 against Leicestershire 
County Council should be investigated and reported to Members. 

 
 Minute 134.08 – Standing Orders 
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639 RESOLVED: That the Parish Council adopts the following amendments to 
Standing Orders: 

1. Disorderly Conduct 
1. Addition of new paragraph (a)  
All members must observe the Code of Conduct which was adopted by the council 
on 23 August 2007, a copy of which is annexed to these Standing Orders. 
 
2.  Revision of paragraph (b)  
The words ‘or in such a manner as to scandalise the Council or bring it into 
contempt or ridicule’ to be removed and replaced with ‘or in such a manner as to 
bring the Council into disrepute.’ 
 
3.  Addition of new text at the end of the paragraph (c) 
If a member reasonably believes another member is in breach of the code of 
conduct, that member is under a duty to report the breach to the Standards Board. 
 
     47 C (xiii) Scrutiny Committee  
4.  Addition of function (xiii) 
To monitor on a quarterly basis all new resolutions and policies introduced by the 
Parish Council to ensure compliance with its obligations under Section 17 of the 
Crime and Disorder Act 1998. 
 

 Minute 135.08 – Financial Regulations 
640 RESOLVED: That the Parish Council adopts the following amendments to 

Financial Regulations: 

1. (3.3) The addition of the words ‘£500 limit’ and the deletion of prevailing 
limits.  

 

2. (6.2) The insertion of a new regulation ‘All invoices should be certified by 
means of a ‘goods received’ stamp or a ‘goods received – not inspected’ 
stamp. 
 

3. (9.5) The insertion of a new regulation ‘All credit notes issued shall be 
signed by the RFO.’ Ref: [PC.457.08 April 2008]. 

 

4. (9.6) The deletion of the words deposited with the Council’s bankers with 
such frequency as the RFO considers necessary. To be replaced by the 
words ‘within a maximum of every three weeks of receipt or when the total 
balance amounts to £1000, which ever is sooner’. 
 

5. (10.1) The insertion of the words ‘to the value of £20’. 
 

 Minute 136.08 – Annual Return 2007/08 
641 RESOLVED 

1. That the Parish Council notes that the amendments to the Statement of 
Accounts and Annual Return 2007/08 requested by the External Auditor have 
been made. 

2. That the unqualified audit opinion for the Annual Return 2007/08 given by the 
External Auditor should be accepted. 

 
 Minute 137.08 – Annual Rental Agreement 
642 RESOLVED: That Leicestershire Police and Harborough District Council should be 

offered a renewal of the joint lease of office accommodation in the Astley Room at 
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£2,700 per year, for a period of 3 years. 
 

 Minute 138.08 – Clean Neighbourhoods  and Environment Act 2005 
643 RESOLVED:  

1. That the Parish Manager writes to Harborough District Council, acknowledging 
its efforts to protect the environment of Broughton Astley, and requests 
comparison data for other larger settlements in Harborough District. 

2. That an annual report on activities and performance relating to the Clean 
Neighbourhoods and Environment Act 2005 is provided for the Parish Council 
and reviewed by Scrutiny in conjunction with their annual environmental audit. 

 

 

 Minute 139.08 – Not in my neighbourhood week  
644 AGREED:  

1. That the Parish Council fully support and commend the Not in my 
Neighbourhood initiative. 

2. That the Police are requested to concentrate speeding enforcement in the 
Coventry Road, Frolesworth Road and Dunton Road areas. 

 

 

 Minute 140.08 – Safety Group Survey  
645 AGREED: Members would examine the results of the Broughton Astley Safety 

Group survey prior to the Parish Council meeting in order to make comments to be 
fed back to the group after the next Parish Council meeting. 
 

 

 Minute 141.08 – Parish Council staffing   
646 AGREED:  That the process of recruiting a Deputy Clerk and Responsible Finance 

Officer should commence from Monday 22 September 2008 in accordance with the 
procedure for Changes in Establishment. 

 

   
 Minute 142.08 – Quality Status  
647 NOTED. That the process of application for Quality Status will commence as soon 

as possible. 
 

   
 SCHEDULE OF PAYMENTS 

 
648 The Parish Manager presented the schedule of payments made since the 21 August 2008 

meeting of the Parish Council, which were received and accepted with the proviso that 
details of the payment for £13,155.66 made to Harborough District Council  must be 
explored and confirmed to all Councillors. 
 

 REPORTS FROM OUTSIDE BODIES 
 

649 Councillor Grafton-Reed reported that he had attended a meeting of the Christmas Fayre 
Committee and confirmed that an application had been submitted for a road closure in the 
village centre on 6 December 2008. He also requested that the confirmation of the Parish 
Council’s public liability insurance is provided as soon as possible. 
 

650 PLANNING AND LICENSING APPLICATIONS 
 

 Members received and accepted the Minutes of the Planning and Licensing Committee 
meetings held on 8 & 22 September 2008 and the schedule of planning applications 
determined since the 21 August meeting of the Parish Council.  
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OTHER MATTERS 
 

 Members Noticeboard 
651 Members recalled at the Parish Council meeting of 23 August 2008 a motion [03/2008] 

was proposed by Councillor Whiffin at erect a noticeboard in the Village Hall foyer which 
provided Members photographs and contact details. Councillor Whiffin’s motion also 
contained the suggestion that Members provide a short biography which could be used to 
encourage other people to become involved in the Parish Council and local democracy. 
 
Councillor Dann said he considered that this information should only be provided locally 
and that in some circumstances Members would not want their photograph or personal 
details or occupation for example to be published as this could lead to issues around 
personal safety. 
Councillor Bannister agreed that he would not want his personal details to be in the 
general public forum. 
 
Councillor Grafton-Reed said he could not see the relevance been his personal activities 
and his ability to be a Parish Councillor. 
 
Councillor Golding then proposed that: 
1. That the Parish Council purchases a new notice board for the Village Hall foyer to 

contain a map of the Parish (including Ward boundaries). 
2. A session is arranged for those Members who wish their photographs to be taken for 

inclusion on the map. 
3.  Members contact details are included on the map in the same manner as they are 

published in Broughton Matters. 
4. That the Parish Council investigates the cost of producing a digital schematic map of 

the Parish for use in Broughton Matters to enable the residents to know which Ward 
they reside in. 

 
The motion was seconded by Councillor Dann and all Members agreed by a show of 
hands. 
 

652 RESOLVED: 
1. That the Parish Council purchases a new notice board for the Village Hall 

foyer to contain a map of the Parish (including Ward boundaries). 
2. A session is arranged for those Members who wish their photographs to be 

taken for inclusion on the map. 
3. Members contact details are included on the map in the same manner as 

they are published in Broughton Matters. 
4. That the Parish Council investigates the cost of producing a digital 

schematic map of the Parish for use in Broughton Matters to enable the 
residents to know which Ward they reside in. 

 
 Survey – Broughton Astley Safety Group (BASG) 
653 Members considered the results of the recent survey undertaken by BASG and 

commended the group on their efforts.  Members agreed that it was a valuable piece of 
work and that the Parish Council should respond encouraging the group to continue to try 
to resolve the issues highlighted with their partners on the Harborough District Community 
Safety Forum. 
 
Councillor Golding remarked that the only issue that the Parish Council could address 
directly is the one of litter, but also remarked that the Parish Council was already using 
additional resources beyond the requirements of the street cleansing criteria to tackle the 
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problem.  There is an issue around education and changing culture to ensure that the litter 
is not dropped in the first place, which the Environmental Enforcement Officers should 
assist with. 
 
Councillor Grafton-Reed reiterated that many people feel that speeding traffic is a big 
problem in the village, particularly along Coventry Road, and that he would like to see a 
traffic survey undertaken as soon as possible. 
 
Councillor Dann informed the meeting that he was to attend a meeting between BASG 
and Inspector Siobhan Barber next week, and that he would pursue the possibility of a 
traffic survey at the time. 
 

654 RESOLVED: 
1. That a letter should be sent to BASG commending them on the survey and 

encouraging them to work with partners to tackle the issues highlighted. 
2. There is an issue around education and changing culture to ensure that the 

litter is not dropped, which the Environmental Enforcement Officers should 
be requested assist in tackling. 

3. That Councillor Dann would pursue the possibility of a traffic survey at the 
forthcoming meeting with Inspector Siobhan Barber. 

 
 Standing Orders – public right to attend meetings 
655 Members examined a report on the new Model Code of conduct paragraph 12(2) - right of 

the public to make representations, ask questions or give evidence at meetings. 
The rationale behind paragraph 12(2) is essentially to put a Councillor with a prejudicial 
interest in the same position as a member of the public in terms of allowing them to 
address the meeting. However, the wording of 12(2) only applies where the public also 
has a right to attend the meeting. 
 
Advice from the Leicestershire & Rutland Association of Local Councils is that a Council 
which has adopted paragraph 12(2) should now put standing orders in place which give 
members of the public the right to attend meetings for the purposes of making 
representations, asking questions or giving evidence. 
 
The suggested addition to Standing Orders required to clarify Standing Order (59) was as 
follows:  
60.      At any meeting of the Council [and its Committees or Sub-Committees] the public 

shall have the right to make representation, ask questions or give evidence in 
accordance with the procedure set out in Standing Order (61) below 

 
61. The time allowed for each members of the public to make representation, ask 

questions or give evidence in accordance with Standing Order (60) above is limited 
to 5 minutes.  Where there is a group of members of the public wishing to make 
similar representations, ask similar questions or give similar evidence, the group 
must appoint one representative to speak on its behalf. 

 
Councillor Bannister proposed an amendment to the wording of the new Standing Order 
61 which was that the word ‘must’ should be changed to ‘may’ in order to provide a degree 
of flexibility, and to prevent members of the public feeling frustrated that their personal 
views (even as part of a group) would not be heard. 
 
The proposed amendment was agreed unanimously. 
 

656 RESOLVED:  
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1. That the Parish Council adopts the following additions to Standing Orders in 
order to clarify the right of the public to make representations ask questions or give 
evidence at meetings: 
60.      At any meeting of the Council [and its Committees or Sub-Committees] the 

public shall have the right to make representation, ask questions or give 
evidence in accordance with the procedure set out in Standing Order (61) 
below. 

 
61      The time allowed for each members of the public to make representation, ask         

questions or give evidence in accordance with Standing Order (60) above is 
limited to 5 minutes.  Where there is a group of members of the public 
wishing to make similar representations, ask similar questions or give 
similar evidence, the group may appoint one representative to speak on its 
behalf. 

 
2. That a copy of the updated Standing Orders is issued to all Councillors at the 
earliest opportunity. 
 

 State of the District event – 28 October 2008 
657 Councillor Dann reminded all Members that the State of the District event was being held 

at Thomas Estley Community College on 28 October and that they were all welcome to 
attend. 
 

 Litter – community involvement 
658 Councillor Dann submitted a letter received from a local resident who picks up litter in the 

Recreation Ground whilst walking her dogs. He believed that the letter contained 
information which indicates that there is more alcohol related litter than is being recorded 
at present. It was agreed that the content would be recorded on a drug and alcohol litter 
incident report form and sent to the Harborough Community Safety Partnership. A letter 
should also be sent to the resident thanking her for her community spirit. 
 
Noted. 

  
 MEMBERS’ MOTIONS FOR NEXT PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 

None received. 
 

 The meeting closed at 8.40 pm 
 

  
Minutes approved and accepted as correct 

 
 

........................................................... 
 

Chairman 
 

Dated .................................. 

 


