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MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING  

HELD ON THURSDAY 20 AUGUST 2015  
AT THE VILLAGE HALL, STATION ROAD, BROUGHTON ASTLEY 

 
PRESENT: Councillors J Bateman, G Brown, R Capewell, R Gahan, C Grafton-Reed, Mrs M S Hendy, 
D Howe, S Oliver, R Patrick, A Rowe, Mrs M Stell, M Swinfen and R Tomlin 
 
APOLOGIES: Councillors C Golding and C Porter 

 
CLERK: Mrs A Wood – Deputy Clerk 
 
ALSO PRESENT: Mr Ken Larkins and Mr Paul Whiffin, Broughton Alive 
 

 
 At the commencement of the meeting, members were asked to consider item 15 on the 

agenda at item 12, due to the attendance of two representatives from Broughton Alive.   
 

1100 1. APOLOGIES 
 Apologies were received and accepted from Councillors Golding and Porter. 

 
1101 2. DECLARATIONS OF MEMBERS’ INTERESTS AND REQUESTS FOR DISPENSATIONS  
 Councillors Brown, Grafton-Reed and Rowe declared a non-pecuniary interest in item 12 of 

the agenda, as members of Broughton Alive. 
  

1102 3. MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL MEETING OF THE PARISH  COUNCIL – 18 JUNE 2015 
 The Members confirmed that the Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 18 June 

2015 to be a true record which, after a minor spelling amendment, were approved and 
adopted unanimously. 
 

1103 4. PROGRESS AGAINST OUTANDING RESOLUTIONS 
 A report of progress in completing Parish Council resolutions was presented by the Deputy 

Clerk. 
PC 1074 Councillor Grafton-Reed advised members that the Parish Council had received an 
unqualified audit report with no further observations or comments, following the return of the 
audited Annual Return.  Members wished to note their thanks to the Parish Office staff. 
 

1104 5. CHAIRMANS TIME 
  

COMMUNITY PAYBACK TEAM 

The Community Payback Team have recently been undertaking improvement works to the 
Public Right of Way which runs alongside the brook from St Mary’s Church towards the 
junction of the footpath that runs parallel with Old Rectory Close.  They have widened the 
path area and laid a granite dust layer providing a safer levelled surface area.  This work has 
been completed with full support from Piers Lindley, Leicestershire County Council’s Senior 
Access & Development Officer (Rights of Way). 

The Teams time working in the Parish will shortly be coming to an end, but if you have any 
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suggestions for work that the Team can undertake in future please contact the Parish Office. 
 

 STAFF RESIGNATION 

The Parish Manager has received and accepted a letter of resignation from Premises Officer, 
Simon Chamberlain, whose last day of employment with the Parish Council will be 
Wednesday 26 August 2015.  During the recruitment process the other Premises Officer, Neil 
Malin, has agreed to cover the duties left vacant until such time a replacement can be 
employed. 
 

 STAFF HOLIDAYS 

A reminder that the Parish Manager will be on annual leave until 1 September 2015.  Please 
contact Alison during Debbie’s absence with any enquiries. 
 

 NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN DELIVERY AND MONITORING GROUP UPDATE 

A provisional timetable for development has been provided and circulated following a recent 
meeting of the group; as a result a time plan will be devised where we will seek to actively 
engage with Harborough District Council. 
 

1105 6. PUBLIC FORUM 
 The Chairman suspended the normal business of the Council at 7.40pm.  Members of the 

public who were present did not wish to speak at this time.  Normal business re-opened at 
7.40pm. 

 
1106 7. REPORTS FROM REPRENTATIVES FROM OUTSIDE BODIES 
 Mrs Stell reported that the Broughton Astley Twinning Association (BATON) had enjoyed a 

very successful trip to Geveze, during which time they were able to watch the Tour de France 
as it passed through the town. 

 
1107 8. DISTRICT AND COUNTY COUNCILLORS REPORTS 
  

District Councillors Report 

Councillor Tomlin  

 Confirmed that improvements to the Orchard Road car park had been completed; 

 Updated members on the outcome of the planning enforcement case for the premises 
on Station Road; 

 The use of ‘A’ boards in the centre of the village was being investigated; and 

 Reminded members that a consultation on future waste options had been undertaken 
and that a consultation on the Local Plan Options is due to be circulated in the next few 
months. 

The Deputy Clerk confirmed that a written report had not been submitted by County 
Councillor Liquorish on this occasion. 
 

1108 9. SCHEDULE OF PAYMENTS FOR THE PERIOD TO THE END OF JULY 2015 
 The Deputy Clerk presented the schedule of payments made for the period until 31 July 

2015. Following an explanation concerning a payment and transaction detail, the schedule of 
payments were received and accepted unanimously. 
 

1109 10. FINANCIAL STATEMENTS FOR THE PERIOD TO THE END OF JULY 2015 
 The Deputy Clerk presented the financial statements for the period ending 31 July 2015, 
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providing Members with an update on outstanding payments, which was noted by Members. 
 

1110 11. MINUTES OF THE PLANNING AND LICENSING COMMITTEE  
 Members received the minutes of the Planning and Licensing Committees held on 22 June, 7 

and 20 July and 3 August 2015; noting the planning decisions made since the Parish Council 
meeting on 18 June 2015. 
 
Mrs Stell drew Members’ attention to the appeal submitted to The Planning Inspectorate by 
Mr Crane, following the refusal of planning application 14/01388/OUT by Harborough District 
Council.  Members commented that a gate at the site location on Crowfoot Way was often left 
open and was a danger due to reports of children playing.  Councillor Tomlin agreed to pass 
on the Parish Council’s concerns to the Planning Manager at Harborough District Council.   
 
The Chairman thanked the Members of the Committee for their continuing hard work on the 
deliberation of planning applications. 

 
 12. BROUGHTON ALIVE – PARTY IN THE PARK 
 Members were asked to consider a request from Broughton Alive to hold a Party in the Park 

event at Frolesworth Road recreation ground on 30 August 2015, with use of the electricity 
supply and public toilets.  The Parish Office had confirmed that there were no other bookings 
scheduled for that date, avoiding conflict with regular users. 
 
The Chairman opened the matter up for consideration, where a number of points were 
raised: 

 Are the performers local? 

 How are they chosen / how do they request a slot to perform? 

 How is the issue of noise addressed? 

 Who compiled the risk assessment; do they have any health and safety background? 
 
Mr Larkins was invited to respond to the points raised and advised members that the 
performers were local and had approached the organisers following the event being 
advertised via Facebook and at open mic nights. 
 
With regard to the issue of noise, the stage will be positioned facing away from Frolesworth 
Road and information regarding the event had been circulated to the residents of Six Acres, 
with no expressions of concern received to date. 
 
Mr Larkins confirmed that he had compiled the risk assessment as a member of Broughton 
Alive, bearing in mind this is a task also undertaken for the Carnival.  Mr Larkins had received 
appropriate training in health and safety over a period of time; it was further confirmed that 
cables would be covered, RCD protection provided and that Portable Appliance Testing had 
been undertaken by an electrician.  Also, the bar would not be providing glasses for 
refreshments. 
 
The Chairman asked for a show of hands in support of the event, which was carried 
unanimously.  
 

1111 RESOLVED: That the Parish Council grant permission for Broughton Alive to hold the 
‘Party in the Park’ event at the Frolesworth Road recreation ground on Sunday 30 
August 2015, with use of the electricity supply and public toilets. 
 

 Mr Larkins and Mr Whiffin left the meeting at 7.50pm. 
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 13. ALLOTMENT FENCING 
 At the previous meeting of the Parish Council, Members resolved at minute 1094, that the 

Parish Manager obtained quotations for wooden two bar fencing, new gates and barrier 
within the budget of £8,000 (Harborough District Council grant of £5,000 and £3,000 
earmarked by the Parish Council) for the Western Willows Allotment Site to be presented at 
the Parish Council meeting in August. 
 
After liaising with Harborough District Council regarding the grant, the Parish Manager was 
informed that there were some conditions attached to the funding.  An outlines of these 
conditions were as follows: 

 Delivery of a 2 metre high security fencing and gates with key pad entry devices; 

 Evidence of a decrease in vandalism and thefts; and 

 Any variation to the way the project will be delivered must be reported directly in writing to 
Harborough District Council. 

 Failure to comply with the conditions of the grant could result in the District Council 
requiring the money to be paid back. 

 
Specific conditions to apply: 

 The Parish Council must commit to provide screening if needed; 

 The grant offer is subject to planning consent; 

 To ensure a plaque acknowledging the donation from HDC is placed on or near the vicinity 
of the fencing.  

 
Harborough District Council had also stated that “as you require further match funding to 
deliver your project we can only release money once this has been confirmed”. 
 
The Parish Manager had spoken at length to Hayley Cawthorne, HDC Parish Liaison Officer, 
regarding the Parish Council’s application and she confirmed that the New Homes Bonus 
Grant Panel would expect the Parish Council to provide match funding for the project before 
monies were released.  She also considered that to go too far off the original application may 
not be looked upon favourably by the panel.  Hayley also confirmed that the grant would not 
be able to be used just to provide the gates and barrier even if the amount covered the cost, 
the grant money must be used towards the full project. 
 
The Parish Manager was asked to provide a further quotation for wooden stock fencing 
similar to that already in situ but due to the uncertainty regarding the terms and conditions of 
the grant this had been postponed until Members gave further consideration to the project. 
 
Members were therefore asked to consider the following: 

 To seek where and if further match funding can be obtained; 

 That the Parish Council cover the cost of having the barrier and gates replaced as part of 
ongoing maintenance and abandon the fencing – turning down the funding from HDC; 

 Project must be delivered before 31 October 2016 in full; and 

 Should project be completed, Parish Council may have to provide screening as per Terms 
and Conditions at an additional cost. 

 
Councillor Grafton-Reed summarised that there was a large shortfall in funding for the project 
and it was recorded that a letter had been received from a Western Willows allotment plot 
holder, which objected to the use of public money for a project that would not achieve 
anything. 
 
Members were also advised that The Community Grant Fund had now replaced the 
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previously known New Homes Bonus District Wide Fund, which stated that organisations 
could only receive funding for one application / project per year. 
 
The Chairman opened the matter up for debate where a number of points were discussed: 
Mrs Hendy agreed with the letter received from the plot holder and felt that the Parish 
Council would need to contribute a large sum to the project for no gain; therefore, she 
believed that the Parish Council should replace the barrier and gates as part of ongoing 
maintenance and turn down the funding from HDC. 
Councillor Bateman and Mrs Stell agreed with Mrs Hendy as the New Home Bonus funding 
was no longer applicable and that the Parish Council should replace the barriers and gates 
only. 
Councillor Patrick questioned whether the Parish Council would have undertaken the project 
if it had been free and if funding from HDC should be turned down? 
Councillor Grafton-Reed commented that it was not logical to undertake the project just 
because a contribution towards it had been received. 
Councillor Oliver asked if the fence was rotten and it was confirmed that it was sound except 
for a small amount of ongoing maintenance.  However, Councillor Oliver believed that to only 
replace the gates would be pointless. 
Councillor Rowe did not feel that 2m high fencing would address security issues, as the site 
was open in other areas. 
Mrs Stell added that funding had been awarded of £5,000 and that the Council had not 
agreed to fund a shortfall of £12,000 to the project and it cannot be justified to expend that 
amount of money for a site that would not be fully enclosed. 
Councillor Capewell asked about spending the £5,000 funding and approaching HDC with a 
change to the proposal.  The Deputy Clerk confirmed that the Parish Manager had spoken to 
HDC in principal and been advised that the panel would not look favourably on such a 
change from the original request.  
Councillor Swinfen commented that the existing fencing looked good in the rural location and 
should be retained as the format of the grant cannot be changed. 
Councillor Grafton-Reed reminded Members that a condition of the grant is that HDC can 
reclaim the funds if it cannot be evidenced that there is a reduction in vandalism. 
Councillor Tomlin queried whether the funding can be used for maintenance and the Deputy 
Clerk confirmed that it could not per the terms of the grant. 
 
Councillor Grafton-Reed proposed that the Parish Council replaces the barrier and gates as 
part of ongoing maintenance, turning down the funding from Harborough District Council. 
This proposal was seconded by Mrs Stell.  A show of hands, with two abstentions, carried 
this unanimously. 
 

1112 RESOLVED:  
That the Parish Council replaces the barrier and gates as part of ongoing 
maintenance, turning down the funding from Harborough District Council. 
 

 14. MEMBERS COMMUNICATIONS 
 Councillors Bateman and Tomlin provided a more detailed breakdown of costs and 

comparisons for Members to consider, with regards to providing a personal email address 
and tablet device for each Member, further to the report received at the Parish Council 
meeting held in June. 
 
Councillor Tomlin added that Members should also consider the time it takes for paper copies 
of agendas to be delivered by Parish staff and the access Members would have to 
documents should they be absent i.e. overseas.  Members would be responsible for the 
purchase of tablet cases and, if applicable, co-opted members would receive a second hand 
device. 
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The Deputy Clerk confirmed that the Parish Council’s insurers had advised that the cost to 
insurance all sixteen tablet devices would be approximately £5 to £10 per annum total. 
 
Councillor Tomlin added that each Member would have to sign a contract to accept the terms 
of use when issued with a device.  Councillor Bateman stated that the proposed Draft 
Electronic Communications Policy was very detailed and would address this point. 
 
The Chairman opened the matter up for debate where a number of points were raised: 
Councillor Swinfen wished to continue receiving paper copies of documents and the Deputy 
Clerk confirmed that it was an individual choice whether to have a device or not. 
Councillor Oliver had a number of concerns with regard to confidentiality and data protection. 
Councillor Bateman commented that confidential matters e.g. Personnel Sub-Committee 
Agendas could be an exception to the policy for the distribution of confidential documents, 
especially as they were so in-frequent. 
Councillor Tomlin suggested that the Draft Electronic Communications Policy was reviewed 
in more detail at the next Scrutiny Committee meeting, to address any concerns.  He did not 
wish the process to become too expensive or bureaucratic. 
Mrs Hendy acknowledged Councillor Oliver’s concerns associated with personal devices. 
Councillor Patrick asked how many Members would actually use a tablet device and by a 
show of hands the majority of members agreed they would. 
 
Councillor Grafton-Reed asked Members to consider a decision in principal, with adequate 
steps taken to address matters of security. 
 
Councillor Bateman proposed that the second option is adopted by Members, with each 
Member having a choice to take up the option, further to the review of the proposed Draft 
Electronic Communications Policy at the next meeting of the Scrutiny Committee. 
 
Councillor Tomlin seconded the proposal and a show of hands, with one abstention, carried 
this unanimously. 
 

1113 RESOLVED: 
That the Parish Council agrees to accept the second option for each individual 
Member to take up, subject to the review of the proposed Draft Electronic 
Communications Policy at the next meeting of the Scrutiny Committee. 
(For clarification, the second option is to provide each Member with a tablet device 
enabling each Councillor to set the tablet up to access their own personal email 
addresses for the receipt of Council documents electronically). 
 

 15. LOCAL COUNCIL AWARD SCHEME 
 A report prepared by the Parish Manager was considered by Members. 

 
The existing Foundation Award of the Local Council Award Scheme is due to expire on 31 
January 2016 but in order to renew at this level or higher the Parish Council needs to decide 
which award to seek at the renewal process in November.  This would allow sufficient time 
for the Parish Office staff to collate the evidence required, which would need to be presented 
at renewal. 
 
There are three levels of award that can be sought: Foundation, Quality and Quality Gold. 
The Deputy Clerk reiterated that the award scheme was designed to offer councils the 
opportunity to show that they met the standards set by the sector, were assessed by their 
peers, and to put in place the conditions for continued improvement. 
Councillor Tomlin queried if the fees were annual or a one-off payment and it was confirmed 
that the fee was applicable on accreditation only. 
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Councillor Grafton-Reed commented that it was a ruler to measure the Council against 
should it receive a complaint, which was agreed by Councillor Tomlin. 
 
Councillor Tomlin proposed that the Parish Council should apply for the Quality Level 
Accreditation under the Local Council Award Scheme, which was seconded by Mrs Hendy 
and carried unanimously with a show of hands. 
 

1114 RESOLVED: 
That the Parish Council should apply for the Quality Level Accreditation under the 
Local Council Award Scheme. 
 

1115 16. MEMBERS’ MOTIONS FOR NEXT PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 
 None received. 
  

The meeting closed at 8.30pm 
 

 Minutes approved and accepted as correct 
  

 
...........................................................      Chairman 
 
Dated ........................................ 
 
 

 


