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MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING  

HELD ON THURSDAY 19 SEPTEMBER 2013  
AT THE VILLAGE HALL, STATION ROAD, BROUGHTON ASTLEY 

 
PRESENT: Councillors G Brown, P Dann, C Golding, C Grafton-Reed (Chairman), M Graves, S Oliver, S 
Page, R Patrick, C Porter, Mrs M Stell, and M Swinfen  

 
Also in attendance: County Councillor Bill Liquorish. 

 
Clerk: Mrs C M Lord – Parish Manager 

 
626 1. APOLOGIES 
 Apologies were received and accepted from Councillors J Bateman, R Capewell, C Evans, and R 

Tomlin. 
 

627 2. DECLARATIONS OF MEMBERS’ INTERESTS AND REQUESTS FOR DISPENSATIONS 
Councillor Grafton-Reed declared a non-pecuniary interest in respect on Item 12 of the Agenda; 
as that the request was being made by a personal friend. 

  
628 3. MINUTES OF THE PARISH  COUNCIL MEETING – 15 AUGUST 2013 
 Councillor Porter moved and Councillor Grafton-Reed seconded confirmation of the Minutes of the 

Parish Council meeting held on 15 August 2013 which were approved and adopted unanimously. 
 

629 4. PROGRESS AGAINST OUTANDING RESOLUTIONS 
 A report of progress in completing Parish Council resolutions was presented by the Parish 

Manager.  No updates on progress against resolutions were requested. 
 

630 5. CHAIRMANS TIME 
The Chairman updated Members on the following items of interest: 
 
Neighbourhood Plan update 
The Chairman outlined the proceeding of the Neighbourhood Plan Examination Hearing which 
had taken place during the day.  He reported that representations had been made by a number of 
developers and one resident and that he had represented the Parish Council along with Councillor 
Stell and Parish Manager.  He informed the meeting that the Examiner’s report is likely to be 
published in 2- 4 weeks. 
 
Delivery Strategy 
The Chairman added that unfortunately only 3 Members have provided any feedback or 
assistance on the Delivery Strategy discussion document.  Therefore the Parish Manager will use 
what has been provided and continue with the production of the document herself. 
 
Leicestershire County Council budget consultation events 
The Chairman issued a reminder that L&RALC are hosting a series of events on with the County 
Council to examine the impact and implications on parish and town councils of the huge savings 
which the County Council has to make. (a paper copy of the details has been provided for 
Members) 
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He explained that one of the events is being held in the Village Hall on Tuesday 19 November. 
Booking is essential, and places are limited and that if members wished to attend they should 
please speak to the Parish Manager as soon as possible. 
 

631 6. PUBLIC FORUM 
 No members of the public were present at the meeting. 

 
632 7. REPORTS FROM REPRESENTATIVE ON OUTSIDE BODIES  
 Councillor Porter reported that he and the Parish Manager had attended the recent County 

Neighbourhood Planning forum where an update was provided on progress with our plan.  He 
informed the meeting that the representative of the DCLG had complimented the Parish Manager 
on her recent article in the Clerk Magazine. 

  
633 8. COUNTY & DISTRICT COUNCILLORS REPORTS 
 Councillor Bill Liquorish – County Council issues 

 Twice weekly briefings are being held to keep Members informed by the proposed cuts to 
County Council budgets; with a number of staff being issued with redundancy notices. 

 The cuts have meant that any proposed TRO which is considered to be of low priority have 
been shelved for the time being, and would only be re-prioritised for safety concerns. 

Councillor Bill Liquorish – District Council issues 

 The major applications submitted by William Davies and Jelsons are due to be considered in 
October and November.  However Officers may wish to use their powers to move them 
directly to the Planning Inspector for consideration.  A report will be issued by the 
Development Control Manager is due course. 

  
 Councillor Dann 

 The Masterplan for Market Harborough has had its first examination by the Executive 
Committee with reduced density of housing now allowing for the construction of 1500 homes 
to the north and west of the town. 

 An application for the construction of a children’s day nursery has been submitted on land off 
Frolesworth Road.  

 Expressed concerns on the impact of the village centre car park if the proposed TRO for 
parking restrictions was shelved. 

  
 Councillor Golding 
  Councillor Golding informed the meeting that although the major application by Jelson Homes 

was in his Ward had had not heard any comments made about it either to support or oppose 
it. 

  
 Councillor Graves 
  Informed the meeting that despite repeated efforts to contact the officer responsible for making 

the decision to give permission for construction across the footway in Kiln Close, no response 
has been received, and that he would be asking Councillor Liquorish to raise the issue. 

  Informed the meeting that he has drafted a letter in support of Eric Pickles involvement in the 
current planning appeals. 

  
 Questions to County and District Councillors 
 Councillor Graves requested that the Parish Council should write to Councillor Liquorish 

expressing concerns that Emergency Vehicles would be impeded or unable to access properties 
at the end of Main Street due to parked cars, and that parking restrictions are required on safety 
grounds. All Members agreed that this should be done. 
 
Agreed:  That the Parish Council should write to Councillor Liquorish expressing concerns 
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that Emergency Vehicles would be impeded or unable to access properties at the end of 
Main Street due to parked cars and that parking restrictions are required on safety 
grounds. 

  
634 9. SCHEDULE OF PAYMENTS FOR THE PERIOD TO THE END OF AUGUST 2013 

 The Parish Manager presented the schedule of payments made for the period until 1 to 31 August 
2013. Following an explanation concerning a number of payments, the schedule of payments 
were received and accepted unanimously. 
 

635 10. FINANCIAL STATEMENTS FOR THE PERIOD TO THE END OF AUGUST 2013 
 The Parish Manager presented the financial statements for the period ending 31 August 2013.  

Members observed that income and expenditure for the time of the year was generally in line with 
budgets, and that there were no unexplained debtors or creditors. 

  
636 11. MINUTES OF THE PLANNING AND LICENSING COMMITTEE 
 Members received the minutes of the Planning and Licensing Committees held on 12 and 27 

August 2013; and noted the schedule of planning decisions made since the Parish Council 
meeting on 15 August 2013. 
The Chairman thanked the Members of the Committee for their continuing hard work on the 
deliberation of planning applications. 
 

 12. REQUEST FOR THE SITING OF A MEMORIAL BENCH AT FROLESWORTH ROAD 
RECREATION GROUND  

 Members considered a report on the request received for the installation of a Memorial Bench at 
the Recreation Ground from a local family. 
They noted that the request does not comply with Parish Council policy as the family wish to have 
the bench installed by a local builder, who is a family friend. They observed that the construction 
of the bench was robust and that the Premises and Maintenance Supervisor had expressed no 
concerns as to its suitability or the proposed location for the bench. 
Members noted that the local builder has been requested to provide evidence of his public liability 
insurance to satisfy Financial Regulation 15.4, and that the family would be responsible for the 
upkeep and maintenance of the bench. 
Councillor Golding therefore proposed that the family concerned is given permission to purchase 
the Memorial Bench for installation at Frolesworth Road Recreation Ground providing the bench is 
of the type specified, is installed by a fully insured contractor and bears a simple inscription 
plaque. Councillor Porter seconded the motion.  On a show of hands support was unanimous. 
 

637 RESOLVED: That the Stephenson family is given permission to purchase the Memorial 
Bench for installation at Frolesworth Road Recreation Ground providing the bench is of the 
type specified, is installed by a fully insured contractor and bears a simple inscription 
plaque. 

  
 13. QUOTATIONS OF REPLACEMENT WINDOW AND DOORS – VILLAGE HALL 
  Members received a report on quotations received for the replacement of a window and 2 doors 

at the Village Hall.  On examining the quotations and the Parish Managers recommendation, 
Councillor Grafton-Reed proposed to accept the cheapest quotation received from GLS Windows 
for £2,575. The proposal was seconded by Councillor Porter.  On a show of hands there was one 
abstention. 

638 RESOLVED: That based on the price of the quotation; GLS Windows is appointed to 
undertake the installation of a window in the Alan Talbott Room and 2 external doors in the 
Alan Talbott Room and Astley Room at the Village Hall at a cost of £2,575. 
 

 14. INTRODUCTION OF DEBIT CARD PAYMENT FACILITY  
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 Members examined a report on the possible introduction of a debit card payment facility both at 
the village Hall and by telephone.  Members observed that there had been many requests for this 
facility, but had concerns over the additional cost of providing the service and passing these on to 
other residents. 
Councillor Oliver suggested that the Parish Council should not adopt this method of payment at 
present but investigate the purchase of an I pad to use I Cloud payment service technology.  
Councillor Grafton-Reed noted that residents would still have to come in to pay a cash damage 
deposit where applicable, and that some way should be found to enable the Parish Council to 
accept and store these payments. 
The Parish Manager reminded Members that they had resolved to take cash only damage 
deposits of £350 only one month previously, and that this could not be amended for 6 months 
without a special motion. 
Councillor Grafton-Reed proposed that the Parish Manager should investigate all the electronic 
payment options available to the Parish Council in accordance with Financial Regulations at the 
present time and formulate a further report.  He also further proposed that the Parish Manager 
should produce a report of the amendments required to the terms and conditions of all income 
streams to allow payments by electronic payment options.  The proposed was seconded by 
Councillor Porter and accepted by all. 
 

639 RESOLVED: 
1. That the Parish Manager should investigate all the electronic payment options available 

to the Parish Council in accordance with Financial Regulations at the present time and 
formulate a further report.   

2. That the Parish Manager should produce a report of the amendments required to the 
terms and conditions of all income streams to allow payments by electronic payment 
options. 

 
640 15. REQUEST FOR FUNDING – HDC SPARK INITIATIVE 
 Members examined a report produced following the receipt of a request from the Chief Executive 

of Harborough District Council for financial support in respect of the Spark Business Idea 
Competition which is being launched in September. 
The District Council are seeking a donation of around £250 from both the Parish Council and 
Lutterworth Town Council  in recognition that there are a number of businesses operating in each 
location; and some of the business could benefit from the Spark Initiative which is applicable to 
anyone running a business in Harborough District. 
Members considered that there was not enough information provided with the enclosed 
documentation to explain if other parishes had been requested to donate funding, whether there 
were any Broughton Astley businesses involved in the project or how any local benefit would be 
measured.  Councillor Dann proposed that the Parish Manager should contact Harborough District 
Council to ascertain this information, and to enable Members to make a more informed decision. 
The proposal was seconded by Councillor Grafton-Reed. All were in agreement. 
 

 RESOLVED: 
That the Parish Manager should contact Harborough District Council to ascertain if other 
parishes had been requested to donate funding to the Spark Initiative; whether there were 
any Broughton Astley businesses involved in the project, or how any local benefit would 
be measured. 
 

641 16. MEMBERS MOTION 05/13 – Councillor Stell 
 That to enable Planning and Licensing Committee meetings to be run more efficiently with access 

to both the Parish Council’s internal network and the Internet, the Parish Council purchases a new 
laptop computer, ceiling mounted projector and projection screen for installation in the Astley 
Room.  The purchase and installation of the equipment to be funded through the £3,500 allocated 
in the capital project budget 2013/14. 
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 Councillor Stell introduced the background to her motion by explaining that complex applications 

now have background multiple plan and background papers which the Members of the Planning 
Committee are required to study.  This is difficult to achieve and access information when is not 
available in the meeting room. She considered that access to both the Parish Council internal 
network and external internet in all meeting rooms would enhance meetings and make them more 
efficient. 
The Parish Manager explained that the Parish Council has one laptop that does not connect to the 
internet, and that internet is only available via the hardwired system upstairs in the office. Its 
network suppliers are Harborough District Council who will not sanction any sharing of the Parish 
Council’s system by the village hall users, therefore if access were to be provided for village hall 
users a separate broadband system would be required. 
Councillor Graves, whilst recognising the access to the internet would make meetings more 
efficient remarked that Harborough District Council Planning committee does not have this facility, 
and that he would not support the purchase of a screen and a projector. 
Councillor Oliver suggested that an HD ready television on a portable stand might be a solution to 
the problem. 
Councillor Grafton-Reed proposed that the Parish Manager contact its network suppliers, 
Harborough District Council urgently to arrange the supply of a new laptop and internet and 
network connections to enable the Parish Council to access its systems in all meeting rooms. 
Investigations should then take place on appropriate methods of image display.  The proposal was 
supported by Councillor Stell and all were in agreement.  
 
 

642 RESOLVED: 
1. That the Parish Manager contact its network suppliers, Harborough District Council 

urgently to arrange the supply of a new laptop and internet and network connections to 
enable the Parish Council to access its systems in all meeting rooms. 

2. That investigations should then take place on appropriate methods of image display.  
  

643 17. MEMBERS’ MOTIONS FOR NEXT PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 
None received. 

  
 The meeting closed at 8.50 pm 

 
 Minutes approved and accepted as correct 

 
 
...........................................................      Chairman 
 
Dated ........................................ 

 


