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MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING  

HELD ON THURSDAY 19 DECEMBER 2013  
AT THE VILLAGE HALL, STATION ROAD, BROUGHTON ASTLEY 

 
PRESENT: Councillors J Bateman, G Brown, R Capewell, P Dann, C Evans, C Golding, C Grafton-Reed 
M Graves, Mrs M S Hendy, S Oliver, S Page, R Patrick, C Porter, Mrs M Stell, M Swinfen and R Tomlin. 

 
Clerk: Mrs C M Lord – Parish Manager 

 
689 1. APOLOGIES 
 Apologies were received and accepted from County Councillor Bill Liquorish. 

 
  
690 2. DECLARATIONS OF MEMBERS’ INTERESTS AND REQUESTS FOR DISPENSATIONS 

Councillors’ Grafton-Reed and Brown reminded the meeting that they had a declared Non-
Pecuniary Interest in Item 12 of the Agenda; in respect of their membership of Broughton Alive.  

  
691 3. MINUTES OF THE PARISH  COUNCIL MEETING  - 21 NOVEMBER 2013 
 Councillor Porter moved and Councillor Capewell seconded confirmation of the Minutes of the 

Parish Council meeting held on 21 November 2013 which were approved and adopted 
unanimously. 
 

692 4. PROGRESS AGAINST OUTANDING RESOLUTIONS 
 A report of progress in completing Parish Council resolutions was presented by the Parish 

Manager.  No issues of concern were raised. 
.  

693 5. CHAIRMANS TIME 
The Chairman updated Members on the following items of interest: 
 
The Chairman informed the meeting that the good news that David Wilson Homes and the Co-op 
have dropped their application for Judicial Review on Monday was topped by the withdrawal of the 
planning appeals in relation to Frolesworth Road by David Wilson Homes on Tuesday. Whilst this 
is good news, with the residents of the area being a key factor in the appeal process, it is 
considered unlikely that David Wilson Homes will have given up on the prospect of building in 
Broughton Astley altogether. However, a positive result at the Neighbourhood Plan will be seen as 
clear support for limiting development 
 
Neighbourhood Plan update 
The Vice-Chairman reminded the meeting of the key dates leading up to the Neighbourhood Plan 
Referendum which has been set for 16 January 2014. These are: 

 The HDC Decision Statement was due for imminent release on their website. 

 The Official Notice of Referendum was published Monday 9th December 2013 and  

 The Notice of Poll issued on Wednesday 8th January 2014 

 Poling will take place from 7am until 10pm and the count will be held in the Main Hall after the 
Polling Stations close. 

Stephen Williams MP, Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for Communities and Local 
Government will visit Broughton Astley on Thursday 9 January in order to show support for the 
Neighbourhood Plan. His party of 3 will arrive at Narborough Railway Station at 2.30pm and will 
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leave at 4.20pm.   
The Community Mini Bus has been booked for transport to and from the Railway Station 
(providing additional time to speak to the MP). Other arrangements for the visit are being 
organised.  
 
Interviews 
The Chairman informed the meeting that Ruth Garratt has been appointed to the post of Planning 
and Administrative Assistant following her successful interview.  Ruth lives in Lutterworth and has 
a degree in Business Administration and a career background in social housing.  She will start 
work on the 6-month fixed term contract on 7 January 2014. 
 
Carol Concert  
Lastly, the Chairman announced that he would, on behalf of the Parish Council, like to pass on 
thanks to the staff, their families and friends for their hard work organising the Annual Carol 
Concert once again, which they do on a voluntary basis. Thanks also go to those Members who 
helped out on the night. £350 was raised on the night for the Salvation Army with a further 
donation of £50 given directly by the Conservative Club. 
 

694 6. PUBLIC FORUM 
 No members of the public were present at the meeting. 

 
695 7. DISTRICT COUNCILLORS REPORTS 
 Councillor Dann 

 Councillor Dann informed the meeting that Harborough District Council was, like the Parish 
Council in the process of building and setting the budget for 2014/15. 

 He also remarked that the news that the Judicial Review of the Neighbourhood Plan being 
sought by David Wilson Homes and the Co-op was not now to proceed, and the withdrawal of 
the Planning Appeal a by David Wilson Homes demonstrated that the hard work throughout 
Neighbourhood Plan process by HDC and the Parish Council is being recognised. 
 

 Councillor Golding 
  Councillor Golding informed the meeting that the application submitted by Davidsons for the 

construction of 24 homes off Dunton Road is due to be determined at HDC Planning 
Committee on 7 January. 
 

 Councillor Graves 
  Councillor Graves reminded the meeting that the Secretary of State is due to publish his 

decision on the appeal by Sworders in relation to land off Crowfoot Way by 30 January.  He 
anticipated that a positive result at Referendum would have some influence on the judgement. 

  
696 8. REPORTS FROM REPRESENTATIVES ON OUTSIDE BODIES 
 Councillor Grafton-Reed reported that the Christmas Fayre which is organised by Broughton Alive 

on behalf of the Parish Council; went very well, with many local families in attendance and no 
incidents or medical emergencies occurring with the crowd.  

  
697 9. SCHEDULE OF PAYMENTS FOR THE PERIOD TO THE END OF NOVEMBER 2013 

 The Parish Manager presented the schedule of payments made for the period 1 to 30 November 
2013. Following an explanation concerning a number of payments, the schedule of payments 
were received and accepted unanimously. 
 

698 10. FINANCIAL STATEMENTS FOR THE PERIOD TO THE  END OF NOVEMBER 2013 
 The Parish Manager presented the financial statements for the period 1 to 30 November 2013.  

Members observed that income and expenditure for the time of the year was generally in line with 
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budgets, although income for both regular and casual hirers of the Village Hall was a little down on 
previous years; and that there were no unexplained debtors or creditors. 

  
699 11. MINUTES OF THE PLANNING AND LICENSING COMMITTEE 
 Members received the minutes of the Planning and Licensing Committees held on 25 November 

and 9 December; and noted the schedule of planning decisions made since the Parish Council 
meeting on 21 November 2013. 
The Chairman thanked the Members of the Committee for their continuing hard work on the 
deliberation of planning applications. 
 

 12. APPLICATION FOR GRANT FUNDING 
 Members considered a request for grant funding which had been submitted on behalf of 

Broughton Alive, in respect of the organisation of the annual Christmas Fayre and Lights Switch 
On. 
Councillor Capewell proposed that the application should be granted, and Councillor Patrick 
seconded the proposal.  On a show of hands all Members supported the proposal. 

700 RESOLVED: 
That Broughton Alive should be granted £1,500 in respect of the cost of organising the 
Christmas Fayre under the provisions of the General Power of Competence (Localism Act 
2011).  
 

 13. YOUTH ACTIVITIES – GRANT FUNDING 
 Members considered a report on proposals to fund a music and art based event for young people 

to be held at the Village Hall to be organised and run by the County Council’s Youth Impact Team. 
The report had been produced as a result of a resolution to investigate the provision of targeted 
youth activities [PC660.Oct 2013] The purpose of the event is to engage and consult local 
teenagers on the type of activities that they would like the Parish Council to help to provide, in 
order to improve well-being and low-level reduce anti-social behaviour. 
Discussion centred on the need to provide young people with a diverse range of activities that 
they want (rather than what we believe they want), tempered with concerns about the costs and 
the running of this type of event at the Village Hall. 
 
Councillor Grafton-Reed proposed that the Parish Council should fund the proposed music and art 
event to be organised and run by the County Council’s Youth Impact Team at a cost of £450 via 
its General Power of Competence budget. The proposal was seconded by Councillor Stell. On a 
show of hands all Members supported the proposal.  
 

701 RESOLVED: 
That the Parish Council should fund the proposed music and art event to be organised and 
run by the County Council’s Youth Impact Team at a cost of £450 via its General Power of 
Competence budget. 
 

 DRAFT INCOME AND EXPENDITURE BUDGETS, PROJECTED REVENUE AND CAPITAL 
EXPENDITURE AND DRAFT BUDGET PROPOSALS FOR 2014-15 

 Members examined the draft budget which had been revised following suggestions made by 
Members since the estimates meeting on 21 November, consultation with the residents and 
suggestions made by Parish Council staff. 
 

 INCOME BUDGET 
 Members noted that predicated income for 2014-15 had reduced due to the fall in the amount of 

casual Village Hall hirer; generally due to the current economic climate.  
Members observed that the level of Council Tax Support Grant allocated by Harborough District 
Council had been set at the same level as last year £15,011, and that this amount should be 
treated as income and included in the Precept bid total. 
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702 RESOLVED: That the income budget for 2014-15, as detailed in the draft Business Plan for 

2014-15 to 2017-2018 should be set at £43,810. 
 

 REVENUE EXPENDITURE BUDGET 
 Members noted that the proposed revenue expenditure budgets for 2014-15 have increased by 

around £15,000, mainly due to allowance made for election expenses, improvements at the 
Allotment site and for the delivery of the Neighbourhood Plan; with the provision of £5,000 of 
additional funding for the delivery of a Neighbourhood Plan included in the expenditure budget. 
 

703 RESOLVED: That the revenue expenditure budget for 2014-15, as detailed in the draft 
Business Plan for 2014-15 to 2018-19, should be set at £301,284. 

  
 STAFF PAY AND CONDITIONS 
704 RESOLVED: That the pay and conditions of service for other Council employees should be 

unchanged for 2014-15, other than as recommended in National Guidelines.  
 

 CAPITAL EXPENDITURE BUDGET 
 In reviewing the capital expenditure budget Members noted that due to the current financial 

climate no large capital projects were planned, with £3,500 allocated to the purchase of a new 
small mower, £4,000 to the refurbishment of the War Memorial and £4,000 to the refurbishment of 
The Cottage; and that the majority of capital expenditure was due to existing loan repayments. 
 

705 RESOLVED: 
1. That the capital expenditure budget for 2014-15, as detailed in the draft Business Plan 

for 2014-15 to 2018-19, should be restricted to £26,900. 
2. That the capital projects deferred from previous years, together with those added to the 

capital programme in 2014-15, should be carried forward, subject to the availability of 
relevant grants. 

 
 FUNDING AND RESERVES POLICY 
 Members noted that a total reserve of £180,454 had been allocated for the purchase of land for 

community, leisure or recreational facilities which may be available once the Neighbourhood Plan 
has been completed.  
They also noted that a further £35,000 had been allocated for transfer to the reserve during 
2014/15 in accordance with resolution [PC563.May 2013]. 
Other significant earmarked reserves include £17,400 in the rolling reserve for playground 
equipment replacement, having committed £12,600 for new equipment to be installed in the New 
Year.  
 

 PRECEPT BID 
 Through a combination of the careful use of capital expenditure and the maturing of loans; and the 

Precept bid has been kept to £250,735; representing a 0.02% decrease in requirement.   
 
Councillor Grafton-Reed proposed that the Precept bid of £250,735 should be presented. 
Councillor Capewell seconded the proposal.  The proposal was agreed unanimously. 
 

706 RESOLVED: 
That the Parish Council should submit a Precept bid of £250,735 to Harborough District 
Council; which allowing for a £15,011 Council Tax Grant provides a total of £265,746 to 
support its expenditure plans for 2014-15. 
 

 OTHER BUSINESS 
 Councillor Dann proposed that due to the Neighbourhood Plan Referendum being run at the 
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Village Hall on Thursday 16 January, the date of the next meeting is changed to Thursday 23 
January 2014. 
The proposal was seconded by Councillor Grafton-Reed. The proposal was agreed unanimously. 

  
707 RESOLVED: 

That due to the Neighbourhood Plan Referendum being run at the Village Hall on Thursday 
16 January, the date of the next meeting is changed to Thursday 23 January 2014. 
  

708 14. MEMBERS’ MOTIONS FOR NEXT PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 
None received. 

  
 The meeting closed at  8.06 pm 

 
 Minutes approved and accepted as correct 

 
 
...........................................................      Chairman 
 
Dated ........................................ 

 


