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MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING  

and 
 ANNUAL PARISH MEETING 

HELD ON THURSDAY 19 APRIL 2012  
AT THE VILLAGE HALL, STATION ROAD, BROUGHTON ASTLEY 

 
At 7.00pm prior to the Parish Council meeting Ian Althorpe of David Wilson Homes presented an 
update on the proposals for residential development on land at Frolesworth Road, south of Old 
Rectory Close, following the recent public consultation exercise undertaken. 
 
Mr Althorpe informed the meeting that the public consultation had been attended by around 171 
residents who made comments and 50 of those took the opportunity to make written observations. 
He said that the main concerns were around increased traffic and pressure on existing infrastructure, 
particularly on local schools and healthcare services.  Some people wanted no houses to be built at 
all, and objected to building on Greenfield sites, mainly in relation to the effects on wildlife in the area.  
There were some concerns about the risk of increased flooding. 
Residents of Rectory Close expressed the view that the buildings were too close to the rear of their 
properties.  This aspect will be addressed by amending the design to provide more „breathing space‟. 
 
Mr Althorpe stated that negotiations were on-going with the County Council concerning their preferred 
option for a mini-roundabout entrance feature; and that the County Council were still insisting on a 
right- hand turning lane.  The other aspect being discussed was the provision of increased pedestrian 
safety measures at the Cosby Road/Frolesworth Road junction, which the County Council did not 
consider necessary in terms of overall road safety. 
 
Mr Althorpe reiterated that David Wilson Homes were still very keen to work with the Parish Council 
within the timescales of the Neighbourhood Plan; and although they are poised to submit their 
application, are prepared to work with the Parish and District Council to ensure that any development 
is appropriate for the village, and allow the residents to have their consensus on where development 
should take place.  
 
Mr Althorpe said that the recent submission of the major application at Crowfoot Way by Sworders has 
put more pressure on David Wilson Homes on monitor its progress very carefully.  Whilst it may be 
difficult for the planning authority to determine the application within the statutory 13 weeks, because 
of the progress of the Neighbourhood Plan, this could still be subject to an appeal.  
 
Mr Althorpe concluded his presentation by saying that David Wilson Homes would like to submit their 
application at a suitable stage within the Neighbourhood Plan process, and having viewed the 
proposed time plan considered possibly around June or July would be most appropriate. 
 
Councillor Golding remarked that in relation to the planning application for Crowfoot Way, the District 
Councillors‟ had written formally to the Development Control Manager, stating that they would not 
support the application whilst the Neighbourhood Plan process is on-going, and that determination of 
the application should be delayed until the residents have been given the opportunity to have their say 
 
The Chairman stated that he had also been in communication with the Planning Policy Manager to 
stress that the Neighbourhood Planning process should determine the outcome of all developments 
submitted in relation to Broughton Astley and asking for advice on how applications would be handled 
by the District Council whilst the Neighbourhood plan was being developed. 
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Mr Althorpe again stressed that the progress of the Crowfoot Way application would be monitored 
carefully by David Wilson Homes, and that they were still prepared to work within the timescales of the 
Neighbourhood Plan if at all possible. 
 
The Chairman thanked Mr Althorpe for his presentation and he left the meeting at 7.20pm. 
 
MINUTE 
 

 
1. ATTENDANCE AND APOLOGIES 

239 PRESENT: Councillors C Grafton-Reed (Chairman), N D Bannister (Vice Chairman) J 
Bateman, G Brown, R H Capewell, C Evans, C Golding, S Oliver, S Page, R Patrick, C 
Porter, M Stell, M Swinfen and R Tomlin. 

  
 Apologies were received and accepted from Councillors Dann and Graves. 

 
 Also present were County Councillor Bill Liquorish, PCSO‟s Neil Patel and Nicola Baker 

and Dean Norman, Victoria Benfield and Glyn Parnell all residents of Broughton Astley. 
  
240 2. PCSO’S NEIL PATEL AND NICOLA BAKER – LEICESTERSHIRE POLICE 
 PCSO Patel updated the meeting to the changes which had taken place in the 

Neighbourhood Beat Team, saying that the 2 Beat Officers had been replaced by one - 
PC Sam Bennett, but that there were now 4 PCSO‟s covering the Broughton beat. 
He said that following the recent article on parking on footways published in Broughton 
Matters, the situation had improved, and although „advice tickets‟ had been issued there 
was a positive improvement. 
PCSO Patel reminded the meeting that the Beat Team were holding an immobiliser 
registration  event at the library on 19 May 2012, giving residents the opportunity to 
register their mobile phones etc. 
PCSO Patel stressed that Broughton Astley still had the lowest level of anti-social 
behaviour in Harborough district 
PCSO Baker introduced herself.  She updated the meeting on the recent incidents of 
vandalism to vehicles, in which 16 were scratched and 12 sprayed with yellow paint. She 
said the Thames Valley Police had arrested a suspect, and that an Officer was going to 
interview the suspect, a man in his forties. 
PCSO Baker said that the Police view that the reduction in street lighting has had a 
negative effect on the fear of crime; with people feeling unsafe at night. The reduced light 
provides criminals more opportunity to commit crime, as that they believe they will not be 
seen. Low level anti-social behaviour can also increase in dark streets. 
Speeding vehicles are also an on-going issue in Broughton Astley, with Frolesworth Road 
particularly being bad. During a recent operation 12 vehicles had exceeded 35mph in 15 
minutes. Station Road and Dunton Road are also problem areas. 
Observations from Members that the speed of vehicles on Coventry Road and Cosby 
Road (on the hill towards Cosby) were also accepted.  PCSO Patel agreed to pass on the 
comments concerning Cosby Road to the Blaby Police Team.  
In conclusion PCSO Patel stressed that crime statistics for the village were going down 
year on year, and that Broughton Astley is generally a safe and secure place to live. 
 
PCSO‟s Patel and Baker left the meeting.  The local residents in attendance also left the 
meeting in order to speak directly to the Police. 

  
241 3. DECLARATIONS OF MEMBERS’ INTERESTS 

No declarations of interest were received. 
 

242 4. MINUTES OF THE PARISH  COUNCIL MEETING – 8 MARCH 2012 
 Councillor Golding moved and Councillor Bannister seconded confirmation and adoption 
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of the Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 8 March 2012 which, were approved 
and accepted unanimously. 

  
242 5. PROGRESS AGAINST PARISH COUNCIL RESOLUTIONS 
 The report on progress against Parish Council resolutions was received and accepted. 

1366 – Councillor Bannister enquired as to when the excess soil would be removed from 
the Recreation Ground. 
The Parish Manager explained that it was gradually being removed, but that Planters, a 
local civil engineering company had agreed to remove the majority free of charge. 
 
1402 – Councillor Golding stressed that because the ground was so hard, a mechanical 
digger should be used to plant the tree to ensure that there were no health and safety 
issues for staff having to dig such a large hole which was required. 
The Parish Manager responded that the staff had been informed that a digger could be 
hired to undertake the work. 
 

243 6. CHAIRMAN’S TIME 
 The Chairman updated the Parish Council on a number of items of interest: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Chairman began by welcoming Councillor Swinfen to his first Parish Council 
meeting. 
 
Year End Accounts 
The Chairman informed the meeting that the year-end accounts were closed on 16 April 
with a net income of £10,840 –  which was down from previous years mainly due to the 
6% decrease in the Precept bid amounting to around £18,000 and the capital projects 
undertaken (Recreation Ground car park and refurbishment of the Village Hall kitchen). 
He said that the management Accounts and Annual Return will be presented at the 24 
May meeting. 
 

Annual Return and Management Accounts – The Chairman informed the meeting that 
the Internal Audit of the Annual Return and Management Accounts was being undertaken 
on 3 & 4 May, and that there would be an opportunity for public inspection of accounts  
which begins on 18 May until 15 June; after which they will be sent for External Audit on 
18 June. 
 

Neighbourhood Plan 
The Chairman updated the meeting on the progress of the Neighbourhood Plan.  He said 
that a quotation for £3,350.00 has been received from the Rural Community Council for 
the promotional material, draft evidence base, Community consultation events, and 
surveys required in support the production of a Neighbourhood Plan; and that this 
accounts for 18.5 days of Officer time and inclusive of travel costs. (Approx. £182 per 
day)The Parish Council would be responsible for bulk printing of surveys, flyers etc. 
 
The Chairman reminded the meeting that, although this spending would normally be 
considered as a separate Agenda item; the Parish Council had already resolved that the 
Neighbourhood Plan process should be undertaken in conjunction with both the Rural 
Community Council and the District Council. And that the grant funding for Plan had been 
secured via the government‟s „Frontrunners‟ programme, and was not through the 
Precept. 
He also reminded the meeting that an independent Planning Consultant will also still be 
required to undertaken the site assessment process (in line with HDC methodology) 
Councillor Golding therefore proposed that in line with the resolutions [PC.123 Oct 2011 
and 234 March 2012] the Parish Council should engage the Rural Community Council to 
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244 

provide support for the Neighbourhood Plan, as outlined in their proposal. 
The proposal was seconded by Councillor Bannister.  On a show of hands all Members 
supported the proposal. 
 
RESOLVED: That in line with the resolutions [PC.123 Oct 2011 and 234 March 2012] 
the Parish Council should engage the Rural Community Council to provide support 
for the Neighbourhood Plan, as outlined in their proposal at a cost of £3,350.00 to 
be funded via the Frontrunner scheme. 
 
Harborough Locality Forum 
The Chairman circulated details of a new twice-yearly event to debate and shape current 
and emerging issues. – Issues to be discussed are supporting families, rural broadband 
and reducing rural isolation 
He requested that any Volunteers to attend this meeting in the morning of Tuesday 15 
May at Stanford Hall should please inform Parish Manager by 3 May. 
 
The Chairman also informed the meeting that a new date had now been set for an 
informal meeting with William Davies Homes concerning a possible development a 
Coventry Road.  The date is to be Wednesday 9 May at either 7.00 or 7.30pm. The 
Parish Manager will ascertain the time which is preferable to the majority. 

  
245 7. COUNTY COUNCILLORS’ REPORT  
 County Councillor Liquorish updated the Parish Council on a number of issues: 
 1. A county-wide review of public transport services was being carried in order to save 

around £750,000.  The review does not affect the bus services provided in Broughton 
Astley. 

2. The Community Health Service is undertaking a consultation on the demand for 
services in Harborough District, which includes and could affect services at the 
Cottage Hospital in Lutterworth.  Councillor Liquorish requested that the Parish 
Manager should circulate an email with an attached „on-line consultation form for all 
to complete. 

3. The deadline for applications in respect of the Cash for your community fund is on 26 
April; whereby local groups and organisations can bid for project funding from a share 
of £15,000. The budget decision night will be on 17 May. 
 

 Councillor Tomlin observed that the Parish Council could apply to act as the „community 
chest‟ for other groups to apply directly for funding to them, as Lutterworth Town Council 
does at present. 
 

246 DISTRICT COUNCILLOR’S REPORTS 
 Councillor Liquorish - reiterated that it is important for all local people to make their views 

known and engage in the Neighbourhood Planning process, to ensure that development 
takes place where it benefits the community. 

  
 Councillor Golding –informed the meeting that an enforcement notice served on the Co-

operative Store had not been complied with, therefore a PACE interview would be 
conducted to commence legal proceedings. 
Councillor Golding also informed the meeting that a new piece of play equipment 
designed for smaller children to use would be installed at the Cottage Lane play area on 
14 May following complaints from local parents about the new facilities. 
 
Questions to District Councillors 

 Councillor Porter enquired whether the ditch at 5 Manton Close should be re-instated as 
part of the enforcement process.  Councillor Golding agreed to ascertain whether this 
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was necessary. 
247 8. ANNUAL PARISH MEETING 

 
 The Chairman suspended the normal business of the Council at 8.10 pm.  

 
 The Parish Manager confirmed that the Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on 28 

April 2011 have been recorded in the Minute Book.  The Minutes were accepted 
unanimously and signed by the Chairman. 
 
PUBLIC FORUM 
No members of the public were present at the meeting.   
 

248 Chairman’s Annual Report 
The Chairman circulated his Annual Report; which highlighted the many significant 
achievements of the Parish Council over the previous twelve months and the main 
challenges which lie ahead.  He reported that a copy of the report will be posted on the 
Parish Council‟s website and published in the May-June issue of Broughton Matters, the 
Parish Council‟s bimonthly magazine. 
 

249 The Chairman closed the Annual Parish Meeting at 8.16pm. 
  
250 9. MINUTES OF THE SCRUTINY COMMITTEE MEETING 
 Councillor Porter moved and Patrick seconded confirmation and adoption of the Minutes 

of the Scrutiny Committee held on 2 April 2012.   
 

 Minute 285.12 - Section 17 Crime and Disorder Act 1998 
 NOTED 

Members examined a spread sheet detailing new resolutions and policies from the 
8 March 2012 Parish Council meeting in order to assess the impact on crime and 
disorder, and the actions required to prevent or limit any negative impact created 
by these resolutions. They considered that that PC.1374 (purchase of dog waste 
bags) would have a positive effect by improving the environment, thus reducing 
the fear of crime and 1377 (Diamond Jubilee celebrations) would have a positive 
effect by providing diversionary activities for young people. 
 

 Minute 286.12 - Review of the process for the consideration of planning applications 
251 RESOLVED: That the revised process for the consideration of planning 

applications should be adopted by the Parish Council. 
 

 Minute 287.12 - Review of the Risk Register and Internal Controls 
252 RESOLVED: That the Risk Register and Internal Controls 2012 were appropriate 

and sufficient for use by the Parish Council and should be adopted accordingly. 
 

253 10. MINUTES OF THE JOINT COMMITTEE WORKING GROUP 
 Councillor Bateman moved and Porter seconded confirmation and adoption of the 

Minutes of the Joint Committee Working Group held on 6 March 2012.   
 

 WP.03 RECOMMENDED: 
That the title of the Executive Committee should be changed to Administration and 
Finance Committee to better reflect its functions. 
 
WP.04 RECOMMENDED: 
1. That the Parish Council should adopt a system of monthly Parish Council 

meetings with quarterly Administration and Finance and Scrutiny Committee 
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meetings; with Planning and Licensing Committee meetings to be held 
fortnightly as at present. 

2. That the Parish Council should hold an estimates and budgets meeting 2 weeks 
prior to the Precept setting meeting in December each year. 

3. That should the recommendations of the Joint Committee Working Group be 
accepted by Parish Council ; Standing Orders should be amended in the format 
of the new NALC Model Standing Orders. 

 
WP.05 RECOMMENDED: That the Parish Council should not meet in July when 
traditionally many Members (and residents) are away on holiday. 
 

 Councillor Porter opened the debate explaining that the meeting was convened in early 
March in order to comply with Parish Council resolution [PC 190(3).Jan 2012] 
The resolution followed concerns raised by Members of the Scrutiny Committee on 28 
November 2011 following a report by the Internal Auditors in relation to their 
effectiveness to scrutinise decisions which had already been made; and that the timings 
of the meetings could be reviewed as part of the work of the proposed Working Group. 
Councillor Porter said that it became clear that a change in the meeting pattern would 
make the Parish Council more inclusive and encourage participation at meetings. 
He said that they had looked at scrapping both Committees but considered that the more 
detailed work around health and safety, risk management, audit reports, treasury 
management and policy formulation should still be undertaken during Committee 
meetings. 

  
The Chairman read a statement submitted by Councillor Graves, which he had 
requested to be read out in verbatim: 
“I have this morning been able to print off my draft rota of meetings from Harborough 
District. There are numerous clashes of meeting dates with BAPC, and therefore I will not 
be able to support your working group's proposed meeting dates schedule which fixes 
meetings on days that clash with District. 
 I will not be able to attend this Thursday's Parish Council on 19th April so instead, I am 
just sending this quick note to you as chair to express my deep disappointment at not 
being allowed to represent the people of Astley Ward at some Parish Council meetings 
and take part in decision making.” 
 

 Councillor Stell said that she supported the resolution to hold monthly meetings, as a 
specific date is easier to remember.  She also agreed that taking reports directly to Parish 
Council would give more Members a chance to have their say.  She questioned the 
omission of a July meeting, but agreed if a number of Members and residents were on 
holiday then it would be sensible to do so. 
Councillor Stell also added that the Parish Council previous resolution to not hold 
meetings on Maundy Thursday should be included in the new version of the Standing 
Orders, to ensure that it is observed. 
NOTED: 
That the Parish Council previous resolution to not hold meetings on Maundy 
Thursday should be included in the new version of the Standing Orders, to ensure 
that it is observed. 

 Councillor Bateman concurred with the statement and stressed that it is important for all 
Members to have their say in relation to the Precept. 

 Councillor Golding pointed out that only one Member had requested to sit on the 
Executive committee following the resignation of Councillor Blockley and that everyone 
had their chance to speak to meetings. He could not see the need to retain the Scrutiny 
Committee and considered that monthly meeting of the Parish Council were too frequent. 

 Councillor Bannister viewed that the exercise had been beneficial to investigate why 
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Members did not feel part of the governance process, and had concluded that the 
process was „broken‟.  He anticipated that as a result that more Members would now 
engage in the debate as a result of the proposed changes. He requested that the report 
produced as a result of the investigations of the Working Group should be sent to the 
Internal Auditors to ascertain their views. 

 The Chairman requested that the Members should vote on the recommendations of the 
Joint Committee Working Group.  The Result of the vote was as follows: 
IN FAVOUR 11    AGAINST 3 
 

255 RESOLVED: 
1. That the title of the Executive Committee should be changed to Administration 

and Finance Committee to better reflect its functions. 
2. That the Parish Council should adopt a system of monthly Parish Council 

meetings with quarterly Administration and Finance and Scrutiny Committee 
meetings; with Planning and Licensing Committee meetings to be held 
fortnightly as at present. 

3. That the Parish Council should hold an estimates and budgets meeting 2 weeks 
prior to the Precept setting meeting in December each year. 

4. That should the recommendations of the Joint Committee Working Group be 
accepted by Parish Council ; Standing Orders should be amended in the format 
of the new NALC Model Standing Orders. 

5. That the Parish Council should not meet in July when traditionally many 
Members (and residents) are away on holiday. 

  
 11. SCHEDULE OF PAYMENTS 
 The Parish Manager presented the schedule of payments made since the 8 March 2012 

meeting of the Parish Council. The schedule of payments were received and accepted 
unanimously. 
 

256 RESOLVED: That the schedule of payments for the period from 26 January 2012 
should be accepted by the Parish Council. 
 

 12. FINANCIAL STATEMENTS FOR THE PERIOD ENDING 31 MARCH 2012 
 The Parish Manager presented the financial statements for the period ending 31 March 

2012.  Members observed that expenditure for the year was in line with budgets and that 
there were no unexplained debtors or creditors outstanding. Members were satisfied that 
the Parish Council was in a healthy financial position. 
The Parish Manager updated the meeting on the payments made against the sales 
ledger and said that the Management Accounts and Annual Return will be presented at 
the 24 May meeting. 

 
258 

 
RESOLVED: That the report on the financial statement for the period ending 31 
March 2012 should be accepted by the Parish Council 
 

259 13. REPORTS FROM REPRESENTATIVES OF OUTSIDE BODIES 
 Councillor Stell reported that she had represented the Parish Council on a recent and 

very successful visit to Geveze, made by the Twinning Association. She remarked that 
Geveze, like Broughton Astley was expanding, but that the local residents welcomed the 
development and felt honoured that people should want to live in the village. 
 
Councillor Stell also reported that she and Councillor Brown had attended an informative 
day-long seminar on Neighbourhood Planning organised by the CPRE and L&RALC. 

  
260 14. PLANNING AND LICENSING APPLICATIONS 
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 Members received the minutes of the Planning and Licensing Committees of 5 & 19 
March and 2 April 2012 and the schedule of planning decisions made since the Parish 
Council meeting on 8 March 2012. 
The Chairman thanked the Members of the Committee for their continuing hard work on 
the deliberation of planning applications. 

  
261 15. FUNDING OF ANTI-SOCIAL BEHAVIOUR INITIATIVE 
 Members received a report of the proposed use of the a grant of £1,000  made by 

Harborough District Council in 2005/06 to enable it to undertake activities aimed at 
preventing and reducing anti-social behaviour by local young people. Members recalled 
that during 2011   they requested that the Harborough District Community Safety 
Partnership should be approached to suggest projects which could make use of the 
funding, and be delivered by its partnership members. 
As a member of the partnership, Leicestershire Fire Service have now identified that 
Broughton Astley could benefit from the provision of a „Firebeat‟ initiative during the 
summer holidays. Firebeat is designed to educate children and young people about the 
effects of arson and anti-social behaviour; providing diversionary activities and positive 
engagement young people in areas where low-level arson has occurred. The scheme 
has been well received and has had positive results in a number of other areas of 
Leicestershire. The officers who work on the youth team all undergo enhanced CRB 
checks and receive extra training on Safeguarding and Behaviour Management to equip 
them for the role. 
The £1,000 funding would provide 2 officers and their bikes for 10 four-hour sessions 
over 5 weeks. It is anticipated that the officers would work in the Devitt Way and Warwick 
Road areas, and also at the Frolesworth Road Recreation Ground, on various times of 
the day (including evenings) in order to engage with as many young people as possible. 
Councillor Golding proposed that the recommendation of the report should be accepted.  
Councillor Bannister seconded the proposal.  Voting was unanimous in favour. 

262 RESOLVED: 
That the Parish Council uses the £1,000 in reserves for Youth Initiatives to fund 10 
four-hour ‘Firebeat’ sessions over 5 weeks during the 2012 school summer holiday 
period. 
 

263 16. QUEENS DIAMOND JUBILEE  
 Members received an update on the of the Village exhibition being organised to celebrate 

the Queens Diamond Jubilee. 
The observed that unfortunately the response received from local groups and 
organisations to the invitation to exhibit has been poor; and it is now likely that the 
historical exhibition will consist of photographs, maps and artefacts loaned by the County 
Library Service, the Sherrier Centre and the Heritage Society members.  The 
Photography Club and BATON have also expressed interest in holding exhibitions, but 
the content of these is not yet known. 
The timings and format of the event have therefore been revised. As an alternative, 
Broughton Astley Heritage Society is planning to hold an afternoon Tea Party and 
Exhibition on Saturday 9 June. The event which will run from 2 – 5pm will be aimed at the 
older people in the village who might enjoy meeting with others to celebrate the Jubilee 
and view an exhibition of the period of the Queen‟s Coronation. 
The Tea Party and Exhibition will be promoted through local groups in the village 
including the British Legion, the Community Bus, Age Concern and the churches. 
It is anticipated that there will also be tea, coffee and cakes donated and served free of 
charge to the over 60‟s; with music and dancing during the afternoon.  
The Parish office staff have once again offered to help serve the refreshments on a 
voluntary basis in order to ensure that there are enough volunteers to run the event. 
The revised plans will also now mean that the Village Hall will now be available for hire 
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for the rest of the weekend. 
In terms of the budget required for the event; it can be assumed that this will not amount 
to the full £100 granted. The Heritage Society has therefore requested that the Parish 
Council retains the grant, and pay for any expenses directly.  These are likely to be: costs 
of refreshments and decorations and possibly the hire of the Broughton Astley 
Community Bus if required to transport elderly or disabled residents to the Village Hall. 
Councillor Grafton-Reed proposed that the recommendation of the report should be 
accepted.  Councillor Russell seconded the proposal.  Voting was unanimous in favour 

264 RESOLVED: 
That the Parish Council should pay for any expenses occurred in respect of the 
organisation of a village Tea Party and Exhibition to commemorate the Queens 
Diamond Jubilee on 9 June 2012; to a maximum of £100 using the Section 137 
budget. 

  
265 17. MEMBERS’ MOTIONS FOR NEXT PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 

None received. 
 

266 The meeting closed at 8.49pm 
  

Minutes approved and accepted as correct 
 
 

........................................................... 
Chairman 

 
Dated .................................. 

 


