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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL  
HELD ON THURSDAY 10 JULY 2008  

AT THE VILLAGE HALL, STATION ROAD, BROUGHTON ASTLEY 
 

PRESENT: Councillors C Golding (Chairman), P Dann (Vice Chairman), R H Capewell, C P Evans, 
Mrs M Kelman, N D Bannister, Miss J Gamble, C Grafton-Reed, C Porter, Mrs M Stell, P Whiffin and 
M Willmott.   
 
Also present: County Councillor Bill Liquorish and three residents of Broughton Astley: Elaine Morrall, 
Glyn Pannell and Victoria Bennfield. 
 
 At the start of the meeting Councillor Golding paid tribute to Councillor Chris Sidey who had died 
suddenly in June.  Chris had served the Parish Council since 1999 and the District Council for the past 
year, and was always sincere and committed to helping the community. Councillor Golding informed 
the meeting that the Parish Manager had written and visited his widow on behalf of the Parish Council 
expressing the deep sympathy of all his friends and colleagues at the Parish Council, and that a 
donation had been made on behalf of the Parish Council to The British Heart Foundation. 
 
 APOLOGIES  
518 Councillor: D G Brown,  S Page and J Rowe 

 
519 DECLARATIONS OF MEMBERS’ INTERESTS 

 
Councillor Gamble declared a personal interest in Minute 110.08 – Six Acres fence in 
respect of her residence in Six Acres. 
 

 
520 

MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 29 MAY 2008 
 
Councillor Golding moved and Councillor Gamble seconded confirmation and adoption of 
the Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 29 May 2008 which were approved and 
accepted unanimously with the following amendments. 

 Councillor Porter requested that the minutes should be amended to include his 
presence at the meeting, which had not been noted. 

 Councillor Willmott noted a spelling mistake at minute 492.The word ‘important’ to be 
amended’. 

  
 PRINCIPAL BEAT OFFICER ADAM DEWFIELD – LEICESTERSHIRE POLICE 

 
521 PBO Dewfield took the opportunity to introduce himself and to explain that he and PBO 

Henry Henderson were jointly responsible for the policing of Broughton Astley and 14 
other villages on their beat. A new style of policing method called ‘restorative justice’ is 
being trialled in Leicestershire during July to September 2008.  The aim of the new system 
is to reduce paperwork and the time spent at the Police Station by giving the Beat Officers 
more powers and responsibility to deal with crimes on a case by case basis, in areas such 
as anti-social behaviour, petty theft and criminal damage. The system is quicker to 
administer and will give a higher rate of victim satisfaction.  The system should also raise 
public confidence in the Police as the residents will see a reduction in anti-social 
behaviour. 
 
The results of the trail will be assessed by the National Policing Improvement Agency, with 
a view to the system being adopted nationally. 
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Questions to PBO Dewfield 
Councillor Bannister said he considered the trial as a good example of positive policing, 
and enquired whether a record would be made of the offence committed. 
 
PBO Dewfield confirmed that although the system will prevent the preparation of files for 
court on the first occasion, any further offence will be dealt with in the usual manner and 
that the crime would still be recorded on the National Police Computer. 
 
Councillor Dann praised the initiative and remarked that the local work carried out by the 
Broughton Astley Safety Group was being used as an example of good practice across 
the district. He requested that the group should be briefed on the new system in order that 
they can monitor public confidence during the trial period. Councillor Golding requested 
that the Parish Manager contacts PS Mark Winters in order to arrange this to happen. 
 
Councillor Kelman asked whether other recent acts of vandalism are being resolved under 
the new system. 
 
PBO Dewfield reiterated that because the Police are building a rapport with local youths 
they are now more likely to identify the people responsible for this vandalism. 
 
The Chairman thanked PBO Dewfield for his attendance on behalf of the Parish Council. 
 
PBO Dewfield left the meeting. 
 

 
 
522 

PROGRESS AGAINST OUTANDING RESOLUTIONS 
 
Minute PC.466 – April 2008 – Broughton Astley bridge 
The Chairman circulated a written update on the condition of the bridge containing a copy 
of the letter written to the CEO at Harborough District Council requesting that they take 
responsibility for the issue. 
 

 CHAIRMAN’S TIME 
 

523 Election/ Co-option of Parish Councillor 
The Chairman informed the meeting at following the sudden death of Councillor Sidey the 
Parish Manager has this week published a notice which requires 10 residents to request 
HDC to hold an election.  If a request has not been received by 22 July an advertisement 
for co-option of a Councillor will be placed on the notice boards.  Any applications will be 
considered at the next Parish Council meeting. 
 

524 Election of Chair and Vice Chair of Executive Committee 
The Chairman stated that the election had been postponed until the next meeting, when 
more members will be present and after a new Member is appointed to the Committee. 
Full details of committee and meeting dates for 2008/09 will be provided for next Parish 
Council meeting. 
 

525 Youth Shelter 
The base has been installed (4 weeks earlier than planned) the construction of the Youth 
shelter itself is due to start during w/b 21 July.  Once the work is complete the surrounding 
area will be grass seeded, a path laid and a litter-bin installed.  This will provide a focal 
point for the young people to meet and hopefully move them away from areas where they 
have been gathering around the village. 
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526 Recreation Ground toilets 

The Chairman said that he understood that Members of the Scrutiny Committee have 
received complaints about the toilets being closed in the evening and weekends. It is well 
known that this is an extremely difficult issue which has been debated on a number of 
occasions, - trying to balance the need of the users with the threat of repeated vandalism 
and the cost of placing a permanent attendant to supervise the toilets.  
 
The Chairman requested that Councillor Porter as Chair of Scrutiny Committee should set 
up  a Task Panel of the Scrutiny Committee to consider the alternatives available, 
examine the financial implications for the Parish Council and the residents of Broughton 
Astley and prepare a detailed report containing their recommendations to the next meeting 
of the Parish Council. 
 
Agreed: That Councillor Porter should set up a Task Panel of the Scrutiny 
Committee to consider the alternatives available for the opening of the Recreation 
Ground toilets in the evenings and at weekends and report the finding to the next 
Parish Council meeting. 
 

527 Summer holiday activities 
The Chairman informed that meeting that there appears to be several activities being run 
for children and young people in the village this summer.  The Detached Youth Service 
will be out and about in the village on Thursday evenings and will be offering sports 
activities at the Recreation Ground on Wednesdays.  Similarly the Sutton in the Elms 
Youth Group is running a week of activities from 21-25th July.  
 

528 Grass cutting 
The Chairman requested an update of the status of the grass cutting contract undertaken 
by Leicestershire County Council from Councillor Bill Liquorish in his report to Members.  
He reiterated to the meeting that the Parish Council had made representation to the 
County Council on a number of occasions regarding the infrequency, the poor standard of 
work and the lack of co-ordination with the District Council in regard to litter picking.   

  
 PUBLIC FORUM 
529 The chairman suspended normal business of the Parish Council at 7.58pm in order to 

allow members of the public to address the Council. 
 
Victoria Bennfield of 19 Beverly Drive Broughton Astley circulated a number of 
photographs and addressed the meeting on the subject of the condition of the grass 
cutting, grounds maintenance and highways in the Warwick Road area.  Mrs Bennfield 
stated that the grass had only been cut on one occasion this year and that maintenance 
undertaken was not adequate. In Beverly Drive there were trees pushing through the 
footway and that no weed treatment had been performed.  The storm drains in the area 
had also not been cleaned for some time.  
 
Mrs Bennfield also said that there were problems with an overgrown hedge in the alleyway 
which restricted access and that there were a number of cars parked on the highway with 
‘for sale’ signs in the windows. She requested that urgent action should be taken to bring 
the area up to a better standard. 
 
Councillor Golding responded on behalf of the Parish Council saying that the problems 
had been noted and that the responsible agencies (Leicestershire County Council and 
Harborough District Council) will be informed and action requested on her behalf. 
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He reiterated that the Parish Council was maintaining the shrub beds by ‘default’ as the 
area does not belong to them and that when they were planted to prevent ball games 
being played in the area no maintenance contract was put in place by the County Council.  
He assured Mrs Bennfield that the areas would be included in a new contract which was 
due to start in April this year, but had been delayed until next year.  
 
The Chairman resumed the Parish Council meeting at 8.17pm. 

  
COUNTY COUNCILLORS’ REPORT 
 

530 Councillor Liquorish responded to the request for an update of the status of the grass 
cutting from The Chairman and Mrs Bennfield as part of his County Councillors report. 
 
Councillor Liquorish reported that the poor performance of the contractor which 
undertakes the grass cutting had been discussed at a meeting this week. He explained 
that a contractor had not employed the original staff and had not used appropriate 
equipment.  These issues he said he largely been resolved now. As a result of the 
problem a 5 Member panel had been set up to review and monitor the issue and will 
report back on progress.  A new grass cutting schedule has been produced and will be 
circulated to the district and parish councils.  
 
Councillor Golding requested that the grass cutting contract should be an agenda item for 
the next Parish Council to enable Councillor Liquorish to provide an update report on the 
situation. 
 
Councillor Liquorish also reported that the present fuel prices will mean in an increase of 
£6 million in County Council costs next year. The County Council has now written to the 
Government requesting that some of the tax revenue received is ring fenced and passed 
back to local councils to off-set their costs. 
 
Mrs Bennfield, Mrs Morrall and Mr Pannell left the meeting. 

  
 DISTRICT COUNCILLOR’S REPORTS 

 
531 Councillor Liquorish 

Councillor Liquorish reported that the Eco Town development and the applications for 
Wind Farms were using a great deal of resources at Harborough District Council. 
 
Six applications have been submitted for Wind Farms in the district, there nearest to 
Broughton Astley being between Ashby Magna and Gilmorton.  Investigations as to the 
suitability of the site and taking place at present.  
 

532 Councillor Dann 
Councillor Dann reported that the article in the current edition of Broughton Matters 
offering residents of Broughton Astley the opportunity to express their concerns on the 
issue of wind farms had so far elicited a nil response from residents. 
 
He also reported that there has been a good response to the survey by Broughton Astley 
Safety Group circulated in Broughton Matters.  The results, when analysed will be used to 
form an action plan for community safety in the village. 

  
 SCRUTINY COMMITTEE 
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533 Councillor Evans moved and Councillor Porter seconded confirmation and adoption of the 

Minutes of the Scrutiny Committee of 16 June 2008. 
 

 Minute 50.08 Election of Chairman 2008-09 
 

534 RESOLVED: That Councillor C Porter should be Chairman of the Scrutiny 
Committee for the Municipal year 2008-09.  
 

 Minute 51.08 Election of Vice Chairman 2008-09 
 

535 RESOLVED: That Councillor Rowe should be Vice-Chairman of the Scrutiny 
Committee for the Municipal year 2008-09. 

  
 Minute 52.08 – Section 17 Crime and Disorder Act 

 
536 RESOLVED:  that the spreadsheet attached, showing the resolutions from the 29th 

May 2008 Parish Council meeting, the likely impact on crime and disorder and the 
actions required to prevent or limit any negative impact created by these 
resolutions should be accepted and that the recommendations therein be accepted 

  
 Minute 53.08 Village Environment Survey 

 
537 RESOLVED: 

1. Harborough District Council should be requested to cut back the hedges 
particularly between the traffic lights on Broughton way and Swannington Road 
and Walnut Close. 

2. Harborough District Council should be questioned whether the grass cutting 
boundaries had changed. 

3. The litter should be removed from the Swannington Road Industrial Estate. 
4. Harborough District Council should be requested to cut back the trees that are 

obscuring the traffic lights on Broughton way.  
 

 Minute 54.08 
 

538 It was further RECOMMENDED that a village survey should be carried out annually 
starting in February/March 2009 

  
 EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
539 Councillor Golding moved and Councillor Bannister seconded confirmation and adoption 

of the Minutes of the Executive Committee of 26 June 2008.   
 

 Minute 100.08 Annual Return for 2007/08 
 

540 RESOLVED: 
1. That  the Annual Return and supporting documents for the financial year to 31 

March 2008, including the management accounts, the Statement of Accounts, 
the Statement of Assurance, the Additional Assurances Review, and the 
Explanation of Variances, should be approved.   

 
2. That action taken by the Parish Manager in respect of production of procedure 

notes for both Creditors and Debtors, and the introduction of the certification of 
employee timesheets to address the two minor risks identified in the Internal 
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Auditors Report are noted. 
 
3. That the Parish Council’s policy with regard to balances carried forward should 

be confirmed as set out in the documentation supporting the Annual Return for 
2007/08. 

 
 Minute 102.08 – Procurement of ‘high-value’ items 

 
541 RESOLVED: That the definition of ‘high-value’ items, in relation to paragraph 10.3 of 

the Parish Council’s Financial Regulations, should remain at £2,000 so that the 
Parish Council Office will need to obtain a minimum of three independent 
quotations when procuring items valued above this amount.  
 

 Minute 103.08 – Financial delegation to Parish Manager 
 

542 RESOLVED:  
1. That the Parish Manager should have total control over expenses, within the 

annual budget determined by Council, for each of the following accounts: 
Payroll; Staff Training; IT Support; Telephone and Fax; Postage; Stationery; 
Photocopying Charges; Website Maintenance; Petrol and Oil; Inspection and 
Maintenance; Fire Equipment and Servicing; Bank and Other Finance Charges; 
Insurance; Audit Fees; Legal Expenses; Subscriptions and Memberships; 
Parish Elections; Electricity; Gas; General Rates; Water Rates; Bar Expenditure; 
Payphone Costs; Cleaning Materials; Equipment Maintenance; Village Hall 
Surrounds Maintenance; Vandalism; Performing Rights Costs; Theatre and 
Lottery Licences; Allotments Site Rent; Grounds Maintenance; Skip Hire; 
Annual Show Costs; Cemetery Shelter Costs; Vehicle Lease; Protective 
Clothing; Property Maintenance; General Maintenance; Playground 
Maintenance; Ditch Clearance; Trees and Shrubs; ‘Poop Scoop’ Bags; Highways 
Maintenance and Materials; Chairman’s Telephone; Hospitality; Parish Council 
Room Hire; Members’ Travel; and Members’ Training. 

 
2. That the Parish Manager should have authority to spend up to £500.00 on any 

single item under each of the following accounts, any expense above that figure 
to be authorised by the Chair or Vice-Chair before goods or services are 
ordered: Advertising; Office Equipment; Broughton Matters; Christmas Tree 
Lights; Other Purchases (Village Hall); Redecoration; Stage Equipment and 
Lighting; Promotions; General Purchases (Recreation); Bus Shelters (Provision 
and Repair); Parish Signing; Village Safety; Volunteer Days; Parish Walks; 
Village Guide; Notice Boards; and Millennium/Jubilee. 

 
3. That the Council’s Financial Regulations (paragraph 3.3) are amended to reflect 

the increase in the level of personal delegation to the Parish Manager to £500. 
 

 Minute 104.08 – Air Conditioning in Broughton Hall 
 

543 RESOLVED: That a decision on the appointment of a contractor to install air 
conditioning in the Broughton Hall should be deferred until technical advice has 
been given at the Parish Council meeting. 
 

 Minute 105.08 – Recreation Ground Security 
 

544 RESOLVED: 
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1. That the quotation received from Premier Security Systems for £2,635.00 per 
annum should be accepted, subject to satisfactory references being obtained 
from Blaby District Council. 

 
2. That once commencement terms are agreed with Premier Security Systems, the 

Parish Manager should write to Securitas terminating the contract with one 
months notice. 

 
 Minute 106.08 – Disputed invoice 

 
545 RESOLVED: That an internal credit note is raised for the invoice in respect of the 

remaining £120 remaining against invoice 1964 dated 11 January 2008. 
 

 Minute 107.08 – Wind Turbines 
 

546 Agreed: The Parish Manager to summarise the responses received as a result of the 
Chairman’s article in Broughton Matters regarding the planning applications 
submitted to site Wind Farms in the district for the Parish Council to enable a 
decision to be made on whether a public meeting is required. 
 

 

 Minute 108.08 – Extension to cemetery cremation plot 
 

 

547 RESOLVED: The Parish Manager will prepare estimates for the groundworks, 
planning and planting required for the extension to the cremation area in time for 
the precept and budget setting period. 
 

 

 SCHEDULE OF PAYMENTS 
 

548 The Parish Manager presented the schedule of payments made since the 29 May 2008 
meeting of the Parish Council, which were received and accepted. 
 

 REPORTS FROM OUTSIDE BODIES 
 

549 No reports from outside bodies were received. 
 

 PLANNING AND LICENSING APPLICATIONS 
 

550 Members received and accepted the Minutes of the Planning and Licensing Committee 
meetings held on 2June, 16 June and 30 June 2008 and the schedule of planning 
applications determined since the 29 May meeting of the Parish Council.  
 
Noted: that Councillor Brown and been elected as Chair and Councillor Rowe as 
Vice-Chair of the Planning and Licensing Committee for the year 2008-09. 
   

 AIR CONDITIONING IN BROUGHTON HALL 
 
551 

 
Councillor Grafton-Reed reported that he had not received a copy of one of the quotations 
submitted, and that when he had had would request assistance from Councillors’ 
Capewell and Whiffin to make a judgement on the most suitable system to use. 
 
Councillor Grafton –Reed will ensure that the information is ready for the next Executive 
Committee meeting in order to ensure the installation of the air conditioning in the summer 
holidays. 
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Agreed: Councillor Grafton–Reed will ensure that the report on the most suitable air 
conditioning system to use in the Broughton Hall is prepared for the next Executive 
Committee meeting. 

  
 SECTION 137 APPLICATION FOR FUNDING 

 
 Members considered an application from the Breakout Canoe Club (South Leics Scouts) 

for funding toward the purchase of a Sport Canoe. Members considered that the group 
which encourages outdoor activities by some of the young residents of Broughton Astley 
should be supported.  Councillor Bannister proposed that a sum of £100 should be 
donated from Section 137 funding. The proposal was seconded by Councillor Dann.  All 
members agreed by a show of hands. 
 

552 RESOLVED:  That the Parish Council grants the application made on behalf of the 
Break Out Canoe Club for funding of £100 towards the purchase of a Sport Canoe.  
 

 
553 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
 
As a result of the sudden death of Councillor Chris Sidey, Members were asked to 
volunteer to take his place on the Executive Committee. No volunteers were forthcoming. 
The Chairman proposed that the Executive Committee should consist of 7 members only, 
until another Member is prepared to volunteer or a new Member is co-opted to the 
Council. All members were in agreement. 
 
Agreed: that the Executive Committee should consist of 7 members only, until 
another Member is prepared to volunteer or a new Member is co-opted to the Parish 
Council. 
 

 PLAYDAY 2008 
 

 Members considered a report from the Parish Manager seeking permission to host a 
Playday at the Frolesworth Road Recreation Ground on 21 August as part of a national 
campaign to encourage outdoor play. Councillor Dann proposed that the initiative should 
be supported and encouraged, Members present agreed unanimously. 
 

554 RESOLVED: That the Parish Council gives permission for a Playday to be held at 
the Recreation Ground on 21 August 2008. 

  
MEMBERS MOTION [02/08] 
 

555 Members considered the motion [02/08]  tabled by Councillor Neil Bannister  
“In view of the budget outcome indicating an excess of funds available for the Parish 
Council in its financial year 2007/08 the Council resolves to utilise the sum of £25,000 
from those excess funds to be applied toward the precept for the Council’s financial year 
2008/09.” 
 

 Councillor Bannister spoke in favour of the motion, which he considered would enable the 
Parish Council to keep the precept bid as low as possible. Whilst he accepted that 
facilities and services provided were good, the Council Tax paid is the highest in the 
district. The Council had not had to fund any ‘emergencies’ for several years through 
sound management and planning practices, and he did not see the need for a large 
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reserve 
 
In response Councillor Dann said that Members needed to consider the ‘bigger picture’  in 
that there may be the opportunity to purchase land for sports facilities or should funding 
applications be unsuccessful the reserves may be needed to use towards the replacement 
of the changing rooms. He proposed an amendment to the motion –  the addition of the 
words: 
Unless there is a need for urgent funds for special projects 
 
Councillor Stell added that it would be better to place the reserve in a high interest 
account for specific projects such as the purchase of land.  If this was not done, then 
funding may have to eventually come from the precept in future years. 
 
The Chairman asked for a vote on the amended motion: 
“In view of the budget outcome indicating an excess of funds available for the Parish 
Council in its financial year 2007/08 the Council resolves to utilise the sum of £25,000 
from those excess funds to be applied toward the precept for the Council’s financial year 
2008/09 unless there is a need for urgent funds for special projects.” 
 
The result of the vote was:   FOR 5  and  AGAINST 6 
 
The motion therefore was rejected. 
 
The Chairman proposed that the Parish Manger seeks urgent advice on the investment of 
a proportion of the reserve in a high-interest account bank account to provide funds for a 
specific project such as the purchase of land at a later date. The proposal was seconded 
by Councillor Dann.  All members agreed. 
 

556 RESOLVED: That the Parish Manger seeks urgent advice on the investment of a 
proportion of the reserve in a high-interest account bank account to provide funds 
for a specific project such as the purchase of land at a later date. 

557 OTHER MATTERS 
 
No other matters were raised. 

  
558 MEMBERS’ MOTIONS FOR NEXT PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 

 
No motions were received 
 

 The meeting closed at 9.10 pm 
 

  
 

Minutes approved and accepted as correct 
 
 

........................................................... 
 

Chairman 
 

Dated .................................. 

 


